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Bismill"h Al-Ra! m"nÕl-Ra! #m 

 

Introduction 
 
We are going to be talking about everything related to death from the good and bad 
endings, how to deal with the sick, and how to deal with someone in their final 
moments and how the soul comes out.  We will learn how to wash and shroud the body 
and discuss all of the stages after death.  We will also discuss how to write a will.   
 
As Muslims living in North America, there are certain things that will happen by 
default if a person does not have a will.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said 
that the science of inheritance is half of knowledge and the first branch of Islamic 
sciences that will be taken away from the ummah until a day will come where there will 
be two people having a dispute over inheritance and there is no one there to solve the 
dispute. 
 
We will start by mentioning stories of final moments.  Shaykh Waleed will mention 
stories that he has experienced and the most touching stories from other shuy%kh as 
well. 
 
§ Stories of Good and Bad Endings 
 
- Good Ending 
A young man in his early 20s died near Makkah, and before his death, he asked his 
family members that he wanted to be buried in Makkah and that they pray on him in al-
&ar"m.  His family members wanted to fulfill his wish.  They prepared him, washed him, 
and shrouded him, and put him in a van to take him to the &ar"m.  The van carrying his 
body was trying to get to the ! aram, but it was the time of Hajj and very crowded.  They 
were looking for a parking lot but it was too congested.  The police officer told them 
that if they did not leave, then he would have to give them a ticket.  As they were 
preparing to leave, a group of men came from inside Masjid al-&ar"m and glimpsed the 
body.  They wanted the ajr and came and said that they would carry him inside.  They 
carried him on the wooden panel and carried him to the KaÔbah so that people could 
pray jan"zah on him.  More than one million people prayed jan"zah on this young man.   
 
They then put him back in the van to take him to be buried.  Sub! "nAll"h, there was a 
lot of traffic.  The shaykh telling this story mentioned that even though the road was 
packed, the lane that they were in was wide open [It was as if the soul wanted to 
advance faster.  In an authentic narration, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said 
that if it was a good soul, then it would say, ÒAdvance me!  Advance me!Ó], so they kept 
going straight until they reached the place where they buried the bodies.  
 
Once they reached the Muslim graveyard, before they put the body of the person in the 
hole, the father said that he wanted to see his face for one last time.  The father opened 
the shroud and kissed his face, and the shaykh said that wAll"hi from out of the right 
eye of the dead person, a tear came out.  The shaykh went to their home to give 
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condolences and asked the dead manÕs brother, ÒI ask you in the Name of All! h, what 
did your brother do to deserve an ending like this?Ó  He said, ÒWhen my father was sick, 
my brother would take him to the bathroom to relieve himself and would carry him 
back.  When my mother was sick, my brother would sleep next to her and put his cheek 
on her wound so that if she moved or felt any pain, he would wake up.Ó  Sub! "nAll"h 
this man was buried peacefully in Makkah.   
 
Some people may ask:  what difference does it make how many people pray jan"zah on a 
person?  From a ! ad#th:  No one dies and 40 or more people pray on him except that 
they would intercede for him on the Day of Judgment.  If a person who was good to 
others and people loved him, then they would come and take the extra effort to go and 
pray jan"zah on him. 
 
- Bad Ending 
A girl in her late teens was brought to the place where they wash the bodies, and her 
body was in a position with her hands outstretched.  The people tried to put her back 
into the neutral position but they could not.  The woman who washes the bodies 
consulted with the shaykh.  The shaykh suggested a technique and told her to put the 
limbs in hot water so that her joints would be more flexible.  They tried, but it did not 
work.  In the end, they called the shaykh back, and he told them to wash, shroud, and 
bury her as she was.  Later, they asked her mother, ÒWhat made your daughter be in 
that shape?Ó  The mother said that when the body came home, she wasnÕt in that 
position.  She said, ÒThe night before she died, we went to a mixed wedding and she 
wanted to go on stage on dance while there were men present.  I told her that she could 
not do this and that it was ! ar"m, but she did not listen.  She went on the stage and 
began dancing, and as she was dancing, the angel of death came and she fell down and 
died.Ó   
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe person will be resurrected on the 
last thing that he was doing.Ó  What do you want to be resurrected going?  A person 
may say that he doesnÕt know when his time of death is, but death will come most likely 
when you are doing what you do most often.  Spend most of your time with 
worshipping All!h  and making dhikr and having a good intention even while working 
and having fun. 
 
This reminds us of the ! ad#th of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) when he told 
us:  ÒThe deeds depend on the last deeds that you do in this life.Ó  From the 40 ! ad#th 
Nawaw":  a person does an action of the people of Jannah all of his life, but at the end of 
his life, he does an action of the people of Hellfire and goes to Hellfire, and a person 
does an action of the people of the Hellfire all of his life, but at the end of his life, he 
does an action of the people of Jannah and goes to Jannah. 
 
- Good Ending 
A shaykh was in the place where a body was being washed, and a man was standing 
next to him.  Any time he did an action, the man started crying.  The shaykh started to 
remind the man to have patience and remember All! h.  When the shaykh continued, 



Qabeelat Hosna                                                    The Last Breath:  Fiqh of Death and Inheritance 
March 2011                                                                                           Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeem 

3 

 
the man started to cry hysterically again.  The shaykh said, ÒY" akh#, why are you crying 
like this?  Is this man your brother?Ó  The man said, ÒHe is more than my brother and 
he was like my father, my uncle, and my son.  We did everything together and studied 
together and graduated together and would go to the masjid together and worship All!h  
together and stand next to each other in tar"w#! , and lived as neighbors.  We married 
two blood sisters.  We shared our food together.  My other half just died.Ó  The shaykh 
said, ÒAkh#, go home and rest and insh"ÕAll"h come to pray $al"t  al-jan"zah.Ó  The next 
day, the shaykh opened the shroud of another body, and he said that he normally didnÕt 
look at the faces.  He looked at the face of this man and wondered where he saw this 
face before and realized it was the brother who was there yesterday.  He called his wife 
and asked what happened.  The man told his wife that he just wanted to sleep and rest 
after going home so that he could wake up and go and pray $al"t  al-jan"zah the next day.   
 
The story doesnÕt end here.  They went to go bury the body, and usually the burials are 
done systematically.  The shakyh had buried the first body in row seven, slot ten, and 
when he came the next day, he found that by qadr, the people who placed the bodies 
had forgotten row seven and hole eleven, so this man ended up being buried next to 
the brother.   
 
This reminds us of the ! ad#th of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) about the seven 
who will be under the shade of All!h  on the Day of Judgment and included are those 
who loved each other for the sake of All!h  and met each other for the sake of All!h  and 
left each other for the sake of All!h .  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe 
person will be resurrected with those whom they love.Ó  
 
Who do you want to be with on the Day of Judgment?  When we are resurrected, we will 
be walking under the heat of the sun, except for those accepted in this ! ad#th, for forty 
years until we meet All!h.  Some narrations mention forty years and others just 
mention forty and scholars did not know how long.  Do you want to be walking or 
riding?  After the resurrection, people will be walking to All!h  to be held accountable 
for the deeds when the ! is"b happens.  In this time of forty years, who do you want to 
be with?  They will be in groups of two and three and four and even more. 
 
- Bad Ending 
This story is one of the most horrible stories that you will hear.  The shaykh said that 
three young men came and brought the body of their father.  These men were in their 
late teens and early twenties.  Sub! "nAll"h when they brought the body on the wooden 
panel, the shaykh could smell a terrible smell.  He told them to bring the body in until 
he got his mask, and he told them to put the body on the table, but they said that they 
could not because his body was stuck on the wooden panel.  The shaykh saw that the 
body from the knees to the navel was completely burned and attached to the wooden 
panel.  The shaykh tried to remove the body with some equipment, but as he moved the 
equipment, he saw that the lower back was as big as an apple, and there were worms 
coming out of his back.  The shaykh asked how long ago the man had died because it 
looked as though he had been dead for two weeks.  They said he died twelve hours ago.  
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The shaykh asked why his body was burned, and the eldest son was so nervous that he 
banged his head against the wall.   
 
The shaykh tried to wash the body as much as he could.  They washed him and were 
taking him to the masjid.  The Im!m  of the masjid smelled the body and said that he 
could not let the person come inside the masjid because of the smell.  He told them to 
pray on him outside or in the graveyard.  They took the body to the graveyard.  Because 
of the smell they prayed on him from ten yards away.  They then tried to put the body 
in the grave, but it would not go in, and they said that it was as if the manÕs hand was 
preventing him from entering the hole.  They called the shaykh to ask him what to do.  
The shaykh said to dig a bigger hole and place him inside in any position and close the 
grave.  As they put the body inside, it was like the body was pulled from their hands 
and then they heard a loud sound.  Many became afraid and then left.  What did this 
person do in his life to deserve an ending like this? 
 
The shaykh went the next day to the manÕs home to attend the funeral, and when he 
went there, he found no one.  He knocked on the door and no one answered.  He 
thought that he went to the wrong address, so he went to the nearby grocery store and 
asked for water and then asked the shopkeeper if he knew the man.  He said, ÒMay 
All!h  curse that person.Ó  The shaykh told him not to say that but to only ask All!h  for 
mercy for him.  He said, ÒMay All!h  curse him again and again and again.Ó  The shaykh 
said, ÒWhy are you saying this?  What did he do?Ó  The man said, ÒThat personÕs 
neighbor was working as border patrol, and he traveled for a long time because of his 
job.  One day when he left, this man knew that his wife was alone, and he broke into the 
house and he raped his wife.  When the person who was working border patrol found 
out, he went and tied up the man and burned him from the navel to the knee and then 
hung him on the fan to make it look like a suicide.Ó  The shaykh said, ÒAfter I heard 
this, for the next four days I could not sleep without taking pills.Ó  [We donÕt agree with 
what happened because All!h ordered us to go to the judge and not take revenge with 
our own hands]. 
 
We will learn about the causes of the torture of the grave, and one of them is adultery.  
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) saw people being burned in an oven and Jibr"l 
told him that these were the adulterers who did zin" by choice, so imagine those who 
raped others. 
 
- Good Ending 
An old man used to come every year for the last twenty years before his death to the 
Haram to make iÔtik"f in Ramadan for all thirty nights.  Every year, he would bring one 
of his family members with him to be with him in iÔtik"f.  Some of them were poor, so he 
would pay for all of the expenses.  That year he decided to bring his wife and children 
with him.  At the end, they were trying to find a flight back to their country but several 
flights were canceled.  One family canceled their place, so they were able to get seats.  
They went on the plane, and the old man was in the middle with his wife on his left and 
his children on his right.   
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Before the flight was taking off, the flight attendant went to ask everyone if they 
needed anything.  The man did not reply, and they thought he was sleeping.  The wife 
later touched him, and his head fell.  In between his hands, he was holding the Qur#!n.  
They called the shaykh who is telling this story, and at that time he was on holidays so 
there were volunteers doing his job on his behalf.  Because this was a special case, the 
shaykh made an exception and came.  He made sure that the person did die.  The 
shaykh wanted to have everything ready to bury the person, but all of the shops that 
sold the cloth were closed.  Then the manÕs wife said that the shaykh did not need to 
get the white clothes because between the manÕs feet, there was a bag with the white 
clothes.  She said that for the last twenty years, he would bring this bag with him when 
he came to the &ar"m because he prayed to All!h  that he would die there and be buried 
there.  They prayed on him there and buried him there, and his family was with him.  
Sub! "nAll"h, look how someone who was constantly in a state Ôib"dah has a beautiful 
ending. 
 
There are several a! ad#th of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) that mention the 
signs of good endings. 
 
Part I -   Before Death:  The Final Hours 
 
Chapter 1  |  Introduction on Death 
 
§ Definition of Death 
 
How would you describe death in your own words?  [Student responses:]  The 
separation of body and soul.  The end of life.  Suspension of all bodily functions.   
 
Why are you taking this course?  [Student responses:]  In this life, there are many 
distractions, and this is a chance for us to remember death and be able to know what is 
going to happen to us and reflect on it.  A brother came from a small community where 
people are not trained on how to wash a body and what to do, so he came to learn and 
teach others.  To learn how to write a will.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
said, ÒNo person should spend two nights who has something to bequest except that he 
has his will written.Ó 
 
If someone says that he doesnÕt have money, he still must write in his will how his body 
will be handled because we are living in a non-Muslim country.   
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that from all of the sciences, inheritance is 
the first science that will be taken away from this ummah.  This is the first science that 
people will forget to learn about.  In another narration:  ÒThe person who learns the 
Qur#!n and does not learn the far"Õid is like a person with two hands and no head.Ó  This 
means that there will come a time when people will learn the Qur#!n without learning 
the meaning or trying to understand it. 
 
Im! m Al-Qur$ub" said, ÒNothing softens the heart like witnessing death.Ó 
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Medical Definition:   
 
Death is the termination of the biological functions that define a living organism. 
There is wide disagreement among doctors about the definition of death. 

- This includes the termination of not just one biological function but all of them.  
It may be a human being, an animal, a plant, a cell, etc.   

 
Islamic Definition: 
 
Death occurs when the soul leaves the body eternally (not during sleep) in this worldly 
life. 
 
When does the soul leave the body when a person is not dead?  When a person sleeps.  
In the QurÕ!n:  ÒAll!h  claims the soul when the person dies.  He will hold the one that 
death has taken and sends the other souls until the fixed time.Ó  This means that when 
a person sleeps, his soul is taken away until he wakes up until the time when All!h  
chooses for the soul to not go back.  All!h claims the soul of everyone when they sleep. 
 
The soul will return to the body, but in the "khirah and not in this life.  According to 
many scholars, the soul ascends and then goes back into the body in the grave in order 
for it to be questioned.   
 
What is the main difference between the medical and Islamic definitions?  The soul.  
The medical definition does not include the soul.  They tried to prove the existence of 
the soul by placing bodies on scales and seeing if the weight of the person changed 
after death. They found that the weight decreases immediately by 0.6 grams. 
 
Death while sleeping: 
ÒAll!h takes the souls at the time of their death. And those that do not die [He takes] 
during their sleep, then He keeps those for which He has decreed death and releases 
the others for a specified term.Ó 
(Al-Zumar 39:42) 
 
§ Importance of Remembering Death 
 
Why did All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la) create death?  For hundreds of years, many have 
tried to answer this question.  All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la) in the QurÕ!n told us why He 
created life and death in S%rah Al-Mulk. 
 
All!h said, Ò[He] who created death and life to test you [as to] which of you is best in 
[doing] deeds.Ó  (Al-Mulk 67:2) 
 
This is the main reason why All!h  created death.  We are all in competition as to who 
will do best in life.  At the end of the verse, All!h  mentions His Names Al-ÔAz#z Al-Ghaf%r.  
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All!h  has the Might to help the person who wants to do good.  We are human and will 
make mistakes. 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒIf you did not disobey All!h , then All!h  
would create others who would disobey Him so that they would ask for forgiveness and 
He would grant it.Ó  When Hanbalah complained to Abu Bakr: ÒWhen we are with the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), our #m"n is high, but when we are with our families 
at home, we are distracted.Ó  Abu Bakr said, ÒI know how you feel.Ó  They mentioned 
this to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) and he said, ÒIf you were in a state of 
obedience all of the time, then you would almost be like the angels.  All!h  gave us the 
ability to choose, and we will be held accountable for our actions.Ó 
 
What is the wisdom behind mentioning death before life in this "yah?  Mentioning 
death reminds the person of the limited time on earth and motivates them to want to 
do more good deeds.  Death comes after life.  Before we were born, we were dead, and 
then we came to life, and then we will die, and on the Day of Judgment we will become 
alive again.  We are dead two times and live two times.  This reminds us of the verse:  
ÒWe died twice and lived twice, so we confessed our sins.Ó (S%rah Gh"fir v. 11) 
 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ÒRemember the destroyer of pleasures 
[frequently].Ó (Al-Nas!Õi	
  258) 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) called death the Ôdestroyer of pleasures.Õ   
 
How did the companions and the generations that came after remembered death?  
What did they do to remind themselves of death? 
 
One of the scholars from the tabiÔ!n, RabiÔ ibn Al-Khuthaymi dug in his backyard a grave 
for himself.  Every time he felt his #m"n was low, he would go inside the grave and lie 
down and ask one of his family members to close on him and he would imagine that he 
already died.  He would think of the narrations of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) about what will happen.  When he felt his heart soften, he would call his family 
to open it so that he could go out.  One day, he locked himself in, and his family didnÕt 
notice and thought that he had left for work.  He was imagining himself in the state of 
death, and when he was finished, he tried to call for them, but no one heard him.  He 
continued to call, but no one heard him.  He said, ÒOh my Lord, return me back so that 
maybe I will do good!Ó  Late in the night, they went to look for him and found him in 
the grave.  His wife opened it, and he felt like it was a new beginning.  His wife said, ÒYa 
RabiÔ, do the good deeds before a day comes when you will call and no one will answer 
you.Ó 
 
What do we take from this story?  Remember death frequently as the Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) told us.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒVisit the graves 
because they remind you of the afterlife.Ó   
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) mentioned a characteristic about death: 
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The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ÒIt isnÕt mentioned (death) at anything that is 
little except that it has increased it, and anything that is a lot except it has decreased 
it.Ó (Musnad Shih!b 671) 
 
What is an example of something that when death is mentioned has this characteristic?  
- Money Ð if someone has little money and then remembers death, then they would 

feel that this is a short life and even if they are poor, they will have a lot in the 
"khirah.  The money seems like a lot because the duny" is temporary.  When 
someone has so much money and remembers death, they remember that all of this 
money is nothing.   

- Time Ð A person who has little time in this duny" has a lot of time in the "khirah.   
- Health Ð When someone is sick, they remember death and know that this sickness is 

pain in the duny" but All!h  will compensate for it.  If someone is very healthy, they 
remember death and that they will age and wonÕt have the power anymore. 

- Power:  If someone is very powerful and remembers death, they know that they will 
be weak. 

 
A$!Õ Ibn Ab" Rab!% said remembering death gives you three things:  to hasten your 
repentance, to be pleased with what is little, and to not compete with the people of the 
duny" in the duny".  Not remembering death gives you three things:  procrastinate 
tawbah, not being pleased with what All!h  has given you, and competing with people in 
the duny". 
 
An authentic narration in Ibn M! jah 4249:  Ibn ÔUmar said he was sitting with the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) and a man from the an$"r came.  He said sal"m to 
the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) and said, ÒOh Prophet of All!h , who is the best 
of the believers?Ó  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe one with the best 
manners.Ó  He then said, ÒWho is the smartest of the believers?Ó  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) said, ÒThe one who remembers death most frequently.Ó  The man said, ÒIs it 
just to remember death most frequently?Ó  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒNo, the 
one who is best prepared for it.  These are the smart people.Ó   
 
[In many a! ad#th, this same question was asked but there were different answers.  They 
do not contradict each other.  The question was answered differently depending on 
who was asking it.]   
 
There is a story (authenticity disputed):  Bahlul was known to not be from the wisest of 
people.  H!r&n Al-Rash"d gave him a stick and told him to give the stick to anyone who 
was less smart than him.  When he heard that H!r&n Al-Rash"d was about to die, Bahlul 
said, ÒOh prince of the believers, what did you prepare for death?Ó  He said, ÒI did not 
prepare anything.Ó  He said, ÒWhen you go to another city, you send an army and make 
preparations, but for death you have not prepared.  Here is the stick.Ó  The authenticity 
of this story is disputed.  You prepare for marriage and your children, but prepare also 
for death. 
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ÔUmar ibn Abdul ÔAz"z was khalifah for two and a half years, yet his time was described 
as the golden era of Islam.  To remind himself and others around him about death, it 
was narrated that every time he had a meeting, after they finished he would bring 
several scholars and they would sit in a circle.  Each scholar represented one of the 
stages of death and would mention to people death as if they were living it.  One would 
talk about what happens in the last moments when the soul leaves the body and 
another talked about what happens after the soul leaves and the third talked about the 
grave and the fourth about the resurrection and the fifth about what happens when 
people are walking to meet All!h  and another talked about al-! aw'  and another talked 
about crossing the $ir" ( and so on until Paradise and hellfire.  When they finished, they 
would have lived all of the stages of death and would be energized with this knowledge.    
 
§ The Checklist of Death 
 
This checklist will let you see how prepared you are for death.   
 
A Ð Preparing for Death 
 
Are you ready to die?  
 
If you are not ready, how much time do you need?  [Do you owe anyone an apology?  Do 
you need to establish a continuous charity?  Is there something that you need to repent 
from?  Have you read the QurÕ!n cover to cover even one time?  Have you written a 
will?] 
 
What is a good deed that you often did in your life?  [Remember that the obligatory 
$al"h is pass or fail.  If you donÕt know the answer, how will you answer on the Day of 
Judgment?  This is a chance for us to establish something.] 
 
What is a sin/s that you used to do often in your life?   
 
Is there any person you owe an apology to?   
 
If you know you are going to die in 24 hours, what would you do?  [This question forces 
you to think about priorities] 
 
Ten years after you die, what do you think people will remember you for?  [Did you 
leave a mark in this life?  An example:  there was a brother who died a month ago who 
was the am#r of Durban for AlKauthar.  He established the institute in the city, and 
many people took courses there.  He was in a car accident and died a few weeks later.  
People who take the courses in 10 or 20 years will remember him because he 
established it there.  What is something you can do so that people will remember you?] 
 
Ten years after you die, what would you like people to remember you for?  Mention 
three things and keep it focused.   
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B Ð Those Who are Around You 
 
Did you choose the person who will wash your body?  [You want someone who knows 
the QurÕ! n and Sunnah to wash your body.] 
 
Do you have a list of the forty people who are going to pray on you?  [If a person dies 
and 40 or more people pray jan"zah on that person, then those people will intercede for 
him or her on the Day of Judgment.  Are you going to leave it by chance, or would you 
rather have an arrangement so that it takes place?] 
 
Which of your friends is going to gather the forty people who will pray on you?  [Who 
do you trust to call the people so that you would have that number of people to pray on 
you?]   
 
Where do you want to be buried?  [Sometimes there are multiple Muslim graveyards in 
one a city, and the Sunnah may be practiced more at one than the others.] 
 
Choose four people whom you want to carry your body.  [If the people know the Sunnah 
of what to do at that time, it will be of great benefit.] 
 
Choose four people whom you would like to be resurrected with.  [The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWhoever loves a group of people, he will be 
resurrected with them.Ó]   
 
Which friend is going to visit your grave to pray for you when everyone forgets you?  
 
Who do you want to be present in your final moments? 
 
C Ð Questions about Your Assets 
 
Do you have the money to pay for the cost of your grave? If not, how do you plan to 
arrange it?  
 
Do you have any debts? Who will pay them on your behalf if you cannot?  [Im! m Al-
Sh!fiÔ" was poor for most of his life.  At the end of his life, he was in Egypt and dying 
and told the people around him to go to the sultan and ask him to wash him.  The 
students were surprised.  When they went after his death, the sultan said, ÒI 
understand.  He is asking me to wash him for his debt.Ó  He paid the debt of Im! m Al-
Sh!fiÔ".] 
 
Do you have a continuous charity? If not, how do you plan to arrange it?  [It could be 
something as little as contributing to a masjid that is being built.  It could be sponsoring 
an orphan.  It could be building a well in a poor country.]   
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Who would you give your books to after you die?  [You would want to give it to 
someone who would read and benefit from them so that it is a continuous charity for 
you.] 
 
What are you going to do with one-third of your inheritance money?  
 
 
D Ð Questions about Meeting All!h  
 
Who is the most important person you want to meet after you die? What are you going 
to say to him/her?  [It could be one of the companions, a scholar, one of your family 
members] 
 
What is the first thing you will say to Allāh, if you have the chance?  [The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThere is none of you except that All!h  will speak to 
them with no translator between them [no intermediary].Ó  There are several a! ad#th 
mentioning people whom All!h  will not speak to.  You donÕt want to leave this until the 
last moment because you will form the answer and live your life according to that 
answer.  If you are going to meet an important person, you would choose your words 
carefully.] 
 
What did you spend your life doing? (Summarize in one paragraph)  [This is one of the 
four questions in the ! ad#th where the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe 
feet of the person will not move until he is asked four questions.Ó  This question is not 
asking about the obligatory.  What is your intention for choosing your profession?  
What is the main purpose and what is the main goal of your life?  It could be that you 
wanted to raise the best next generation.] 
 
What did you do in the time of your youth? (Summarize in 3 points)  [Youth means the 
time when the person had the full power to do these things from early teens until up to 
the age of 40.] 
 
Where did you earn your money from?  [You will be asked about where you earned 
every single dollar and what you spent it on.  You will be asked about your choices.  The 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWhoever leaves something for the sake of 
All!h , All!h  will definitely replace it with something better.Ó  Have trust in All!h .]   
 
How are you spending it?  
 
What are you going to do with what you will learn in this class? (3 things)  
 
Again, do you think you are ready for death now? 
 
Make a SMART goal (specific, measurable, ambitious, realistic, time-planned):  The 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) taught us to be ambitious and taught us to ask for 
Firdaws when asking for Jannah.   
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On a scale of 1 to 10, how ready are you for death? (1 Ð not ready, 10 Ð ready).   
 
 
 
 
 
§ Relationship between Life & Afterlife 
 
Many times we donÕt know the correct balance of duny" and "khirah.  What is the 
correct balance?   
 
Some statements of the scholars: 
Mentioned in a book (The Final Wishes of Scholars):  ÒThe duny" and the "khirah are like 
the east and the west.  The closer you come to one of them, the further you are from 
the other.Ó  He also said, ÒThe relationship between this duny" and the "khirah is like 
having two wives; the more you please one, the more you anger the other.Ó 
 
How long is the Day of Judgment?  50,000 years.  What is the average lifespan in the 
duny"?  60-70 years.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe life of my 
ummah is between 60 and 70 years.Ó  Today, the worldwide average is 67 years.  In 17-19 
nations, the average lifespan is in the 40s, and these countries are in Africa.  The 
country with the highest average in the world is Japan, which has an average lifespan 
of around 90.  In Japan, it is rare to see any overweight people.  The shaykh counted 
about 20 acts of Sunnah that Muslims have forgotten but that the Japanese do as part of 
their culture.  Complete strangers spread the sal"m to each other.   
 
There is a six hour documentary that was done on happiness, and they found that the 
number one reason is being social with friends and family.  Those with pets have a 
social connection and live longer.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) mentioned 
some causes of age increase. 
 
ÔAbdull! h ibn ÔUmar said the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) held his hand and said, 
ÒBe in this life as if you are a stranger or a passerby, and prepare yourself to be from 
the people of the grave. If the night time comes, do not wait for the morning, and if the 
morning comes, do not wait for the night time.Ó (Al-Bukh!r" 6053) 
 
What does this statement mean?  When someone is traveling, they do not take all of 
their furniture and money.  They only take enough for that trip.  This is exactly our 
relationship with the duny".  How many of the ten companions promised Paradise were 
rich?  Six.  If your intention is good, then insh"ÕAll"h you are rewarded.  Take as much as 
you need from the duny" without going into either of the two extremes. 
 
Think about it another way:  when the shaykh was going from Toronto to Japan, he 
transited in Vancouver.  Imagine if he went to buy an apartment and furniture just to 
be there before the next flight.  This sounds very strange.  This is exactly the example 
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of the person who tries to get as much as he can from this duny".  This person is leaving 
the infinity of the "khirah for just a short amount of time in this duny". 
 
The golden rule is: 
“But seek, through that which Allāh has given you, the home of the Hereafter; and 
[yet], do not forget your share of the world.Ó (Al-Qaṣaṣ 28:77) 
 
All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la) first mentioned the afterlife and then the duny".  All!h  said 
to seek the afterlife, meaning all of it, and when it comes to this duny", donÕt forget 
your share of it.  The priority is the afterlife.  All!h  talked about the afterlife as a whole.  
Seek from what you want but donÕt overindulge.  Make sure you have the priorities and 
balance.  Even if you try to put everything on the afterlife and forget the duny", you will 
get tired.  Have the good intention when you are doing something fun (i.e. playing 
sports) that you are doing it so that when you come back to your acts of worship, then 
you can do it in the best way.   
 
The wife of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was praying all night long and 
holding a rope, and the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) told her not to do that but 
to pray and when tired then rest.    
 
§ Statistics about Death 
 
Word Birth / Death Rates (2009 Est.) 
 

Birth Rate: Death Rate: 
20 births / 1,000 population 8 deaths / 1,000 population 
128.9 million births per year 534 million people die each year 

353,015 births per day 146,357 people die each day 
14,709 births each hour 6,098 people die each hour 
245 births each minute 102 people die each minute 

4 births each second of every day 2 people die each second 
Average life expectancy at birth is 67 years 
 
Life Expectancy Stats: 
There are 17 countries in the world where the life expectancy is lower than 50 years, 
and of these countries all but Afghanistan are in Africa. 
 
These statistics are recent.  At the time of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), the 
world population was estimated to be around 200 million.  By the beginning of the 19th 
century, the world population was 1 billion, so there was a five-fold increase in 1300 
years.  From the 19th century to the 2000s, humanity has increased seven-fold from 1 
billion to 7 billion.  This is because of the decree of All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la) and then 
medical advancements.  Sub! "nAll"h by the time we reach 60s and 70s, the world 
population may be 30 or 40 billion.  Rizq is from All!h  and we cannot say that food will 
be limited.  All!h  guaranteed the rizq to each and every one of us.  Why do people still 
die from hunger?  It is not because All!h  is not giving rizq to people but because of 
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greed, which causes people to fight for resources.  In some countries, at the end of the 
year they discard extra wheat to keep prices high, which is something we are not 
allowed to do as Muslims. 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒBe in this life as if you are a stranger or a 
passerby, and prepare yourself to be from the people of the grave. If the night time 
comes, do not wait for the morning, and if the morning comes, do not wait for the night 
time.Ó 
 
In the last sentence of this ! ad#th, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) is saying to 
not expect to live until the next moment.  There is another ! ad#th:  ÒIf the Day of 
Judgment comes and one of you has a plant in his hand, then let him plant it.Ó  Hasten 
to do the good deeds or repent. 
 
Chapter 2  |  The Time and Place of Death 
 
§ Causes of Death 

 
ÒThe son of 'dam  has 99 (causes of) death. If all of them miss him, he would fall into 
(dying of) aging.Ó (Al-Tirmidhī 2150) 
 
How many of us have been very close to death but did not die?  This ! ad#th is talking 
about the many causes of death.  When a person is driving, another car may come and 
almost hit him, and the person feels that they were just saved from dying.  [Note:  In 
the Arabic language, sometimes the numbers are literal and other times it just means a 
large number.  Some people may face less than the number specified.] 
 
ÒAnd He sends over you guardian angels until, when death comes to one of you, Our 
messengers take him, and they do not fail [in their duties].Ó  (Al-An’ām 6:61) 
The mufassir#n said that this means that All!h  sends angels to protect you until the time 
of your death comes.  The angel of the death is the one who claims the soul.  Based on 
this verse, the scholars have explained that the angel of death has some assistance with 
him. 
 
What are some of the causes of death?   
- Sickness (body losing major biological functions, causing death) 
- External causes (accidents, murder, war) 

Wars claim a lot of life and are one of the main causes of death.  Around 72 million 
people died in WWII and 20 million died in WWI.  When the Mongolians invaded the 
world and became a huge empire, they killed so many people in Baghdad and the 
color of the river became red from blood.  Later, when they threw the books in the 
river, it became black in color because of the ink. 

- Suicide.   
In Islam, it is not permissible for a person to take away his life for any cause.  All!h 
said in the QurÕ!n, ÒDo not kill yourselves.Ó  When the companions were fighting in 
battles, they fought to live and tried to survive as much as possible even though 
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they wanted the reward of dying as a shah#d.  Kh!lid ibn Wal"d survived so many 
battles. 

- Natural disasters  
These happen with the permission of All!h  - drowning, volcanoes, earthquakes, 
tsunamis, tornadoes 

- Old age 
- Death without any known cause 

Sometimes the cause of death is unknown and an autopsy does not find anything. 
 
When the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, 780,000 people died.  The nuclear bomb 
exploded before it hit the ground, and the people in the building right underneath 
where the bomb exploded survived while so many others died.  This shows that even if 
a nuclear bomb is dropped on people and their time did not come, then they will not 
die.  This is something to reflect upon.  If All!h  did not choose for a person to die, he 
will not die even if an atomic bomb is dropped on him.  This is a powerful example. 
 
Scholars said:  Imagine death is an enemy who is waiting somewhere to take your life.  
How are you going to live if you know that death is always around you?  You should not 
live your life in fear, and you should have the balance of having the hope of living and 
the fear of death.  At certain times if a person is doing more sins, then it is more 
beneficial for him to remember death. 
 
All!h  said, ÒToday We save your body so that you are an example for others.Ó  All!h  
(sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la) is referring to Firawn.  The people of Pompeii were preserved in a 
moment in time, and this is something for us to reflect on.  
 
The shaykh was one time on a flight in Canada, and the windshield cracked, so they had 
to stop at the nearest airport before it cracked completely.  Many times we see in the 
news that a plane crashes and everyone survives or one or two people survive or no 
one survives.  This is something to reflect upon. 
 
§ The Time of Death 
 
Rule 1 regarding the time of death:  No one dies except with the permission of All!h .   
 
ÒAnd it is not [possible] for one to die except by permission of All!h at a decree 
determined.Ó (Āle-‘Imrān 3:145) 
 
Rule 2:  The final hour does not change.  Ummah can mean a nation or it can mean a 
person. 
 
ÒSo when their time has come, they will not remain behind an hour, nor will they 
precede [it].Ó (Al-A‘rāf 7:34) 
 
No one will be given extra time.  Reflect upon this verse:  If you look at many of the 
scholars, sometimes they were doing some of the most important works in their life, 
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and they were almost finished, but they die before completing it.  Who are examples of 
this?  Im!m  Al-Nawaw" died at the age of 45/46, and in this short lifespan he produced 
works to that to this day we find in the mas"jid like Riy" '  Al-) "li ! #n and the 40 a! ad#th.  
There is barakah in the ikhl"$ of the person.  The 40 a! ad#th contain about 2/3rd of 
Islamic knowledge.  Im!m  Al-Nawaw" was writing the book Al-Majm%Ô Shar!  Al-
Muhadhdhab containing the fiqh rules of Im! m Al-Sh!fiÔ" with explanation, but he died 
before finishing it.  Three scholars came after and wrote part of it and died, and it was 
not completed until the fourth person.   
 
A more powerful example is Tafs#r Al-Jal" layn.  It was first explained by Jal! lud"n Al-
Mahalli and was finished by Jal! lud"n Al-Suy&$".  A person may think that All!h  would 
give more time to those close to Him and doing Islamic works, but when the decree of 
All!h  comes, a person dies.   
 
Recently in Egypt a mufassir Ash-Sharawi who was explaining the QurÕ!n in episodes 
over a 20 year period died, and he only had 1 ( juzÕ left to explain.  When he was near 
the end of his life, he said that All!h  will have someone else complete his work. 
 
Kh!lid ibn Wal"d died on his bed even though he fought in so many battles.  The 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWhoever asks for dying as a shah#d sincerely 
will receive the reward even if he dies another way.Ó 
 
ÒMy Lord, if only You would delay me for a brief term so I would give charity and be 
among the righteous. But never will Allāh delay a soul when its time has come.Ó (Al-
Munāfiqūn 63:10-11) 
 
When the time of death comes, it is human nature to want to ask for more life.  ÒAnd 
All!h  is the most knowledgeable about what you are doing.Ó  All!h  knows that even if 
He gives extra time, the people will not benefit from it. 
 
The shaykh knows someone in his old age who was doing so much ! ar"m, and his car 
flipped three times, but he survived.  For one week he was closer to All!h , but then he 
returned back to what he was upon.  In these verses, All!h  is saying that these people 
will go back to their habits even if they were given more time. 
 
A beautiful ! ad#th gives an example of people who wait to give $adaqah until the end of 
their life.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said the person who waits to give 
$adaqah at the end of his life is like the host who eats and gets full and then offers the 
food to the guest.  Imagine how bad this example looks.  Some people write to give 
$adaqah in their will after they die.  Remember that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) told us:  ÒThe $adaqah will never decrease your money.Ó  It will always come 
back to you in one form or another. 
 
§ The Place of Death 
 
ÒIf All!h decrees for a slave to die in a certain land, he would make a need for him to go 
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there.Ó (Al-Tirmidhī 2146. Authentic)  
 
Another true story: 
This story is about a person that the shaykh knew in Toronto.  This person was in his 
40s and had around seven children and his wife and mother-in-law all lived together.  
One day he felt pain and went to the doctor and found out he had cancer in his 
pancreas.  The doctor told him that he only had a few months to live.  This person 
decided to sell everything and take his children out of school and move to Madinah so 
that he could die there.  His family tried to talk him out of it because it would be a very 
big hassle, but he did not listen to anyone, and they moved from Toronto to Madinah.  
He was living his last days there.  All!h  gave him almost two years to live.  One day he 
had to go back to Toronto for five days for a routine test.  While he was there, All!h  
chose that his soul was taken there.  What does this tell us about the place of death?  
Sub! "nAll"h you can plan whatever you plan, but All!h  has written the place you will 
die and will make the reasons for you to go to that place. 
 
When you think about it, it could be a mercy for the person.  Why?  When his family go 
back, his grave is nearby and they can visit.  All!h  knows what is the best for each 
person. 
 
ÒAnd no soul perceives in what land it will die.Ó (Luqm!n 31:34) 
 
ÒWherever you may be, death will overtake you, even if you should be within towers of 
lofty construction.Ó (Al-Nis!Õ 4:78) 
 
In the past, some of the rich people used to build tall towers for themselves and 
thought that they would escape death, but we know that this does not work.  Even 
today people build imaginary towers and think that this would prolong their life.  For 
example, they find the best doctors.  Michael Jackson had all the money and he was 
paying the doctor $150,000 a month, and at the end, the doctor made a basic mistake.  
When his time came, someone who had knowledge forgot the correct procedure and 
did CPR the wrong way.  A personÕs life will not be prolonged unless All!h  decrees 
where this happens. 
 
We do not know when we are going to die.  When we hear these verses from the QurÕ!n, 
we may think about it from the angle of fear of death, but we can also look at it from 
another angle and not think about death.  We know that if All!h  did not decree for us to 
die, then we will not die. 
 
The shaykh was invited to Johannesburg, and his habit is to research a city before 
traveling there.  Johannesburg is one of the most dangerous cities in the world with 
around 190 murders a day.  If All!h  did not decree for the person to die there, it will not 
happen.   
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S%rah Al-JumuÔah v. 8:   ÒSay, ÔIndeed, the death from which you flee - indeed, it will 
meet you. Then you will be returned to the Knower of the unseen and the witnessed, 
and He will inform you about what you used to do.ÕÓ 
 
What is the wisdom behind hiding the place and time of death?  If someone knows the 
time and place of death, how will it affect their life?   
- A person will be preoccupied in trying to avoid it.  A person may not be able to 

concentrate on this life.  If a person knows he will die in seven years, he wonÕt want 
to go to university and wonÕt want to get married, and the person will feel 
depressed.   

- The person may delay tawbah until the last moments of life.   
- Staying away from disobedience would feel as though it was by force. 
- It may affect the sincerity of the person in their actions.  The fear of All!h  would 

overwhelm the person in $al"h instead of the love of All!h .  The scholars said that 
your obedience would be forced out of fear because you would know your time of 
death.   

- The person will not have ambition to build something in this life because he thinks 
that he is eventually leaving. 

 
As the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, do for your duny" as if you are living 
forever, and work for your "khirah as if you are going to die tomorrow.  The story of the 
old man:  He was asked why he was planting olive trees because they take around 15 
years to start bearing fruit.  He said that his grandparents planted trees so that they 
would have food to eat, and he was doing it for the children to come. 
 
Spain is the largest producer of olive oil in the world.  Before the Muslims came to 
Spain, there were no olive trees.  The Muslims brought the olive trees from Palestine.  
There are around 700 million olive trees there.  Think about the people who planted 
them and affected the generations came after them. 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒIf the Day of Judgment has come and one 
of you has a plant in his hand, then let him still plant it.Ó 
 
§ Causes of Age Increase 
 
ÒAnd no aged person is granted [additional] life nor is his lifespan lessened but that it is 
in a register. Indeed, that for All!h is easy.Ó (Fāṭir 35:11) 
 
Abū Khuzāmah narrated that his father said: “I asked the Prophet (peace be upon him): 
ÔO Prophet of All!h, do you see if I perform ruqyah and I take medicine, would that 
prevent the decree of Allāh?’ He replied: ‘It is from the decree of Allāh.’” (Al-Tirmidh! 
2065) 
 
Ruqyah is spiritual healing where the person reads something from the QurÕān or a 
specific duÔ"Õ on a person so that All!h  grants them healing.  The meaning of the ! ad#th 
is:  suppose a person has a sickness and the person goes to take the medicine, All!h  
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already knows before He created us that this person will take that medicine and live for 
a longer time.  All!h  also knows that if the person was neglectful and did not take the 
medicine, then he will die within a few weeks.  As a human being, we do not know what 
All!h  decreed.  Right now we have a choice to put down a water bottle or lift it up and 
hold it.  All!h  knows what we are going to do, and it is written.  If a person takes the 
measures to prevent death, All!h  already knows this.  We are required to take whatever 
prolongs our life.   
 
Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah explained this and said that All!h  ordered the angel to 
write the time for the person, and if the person did one of the causes of age increase 
(i.e. being good to family Ð $ilat al-ra! im), it will make him live longer.  All!h  already 
knows how long he will live.  There are other a! ad#th where the Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that whoever does any of these things, then All!h  will increase his 
life.  The time of death is already written and All!h  knows.  We canÕt say that we will 
not wear the seatbelt because the time of death will not change.  We donÕt know, so we 
shouldnÕt do this.  We should take every possible measure to prevent death. 
 
What are some of the things we can do?   
Materialistic ways:  Exercise, be healthy, stay away from dangerous places. 
 
Spiritual ways: 
- ) ilat al-ra! im and taking care of your family 
 
In Bukh"r# 2067, )a! #!  Muslim 2557:  Anas ibn M! lik narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWhoever wants his rizq to be opened wider [increase] or his age 
to increase or be blessed, let him make the ties of kinship stronger.Ó   
Rizq does not just refer to money, but it can be health and children and whatever good 
that All!h  is giving you.  To have social and family relationships is one of the main 
causes of happiness.  People who take care of their families have less stress and 
depression, which causes them to live longer.   

 
- DuÔ"Õ 
 
Tirmidh" 2139:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒNothing repels the decree 
of All!h except duÔ"Õ.  Nothing increases the age other than birr.Ó  Birr is being nice to 
your family members.   
Maybe it was written for you that you will die in an accident but All!h already wrote 
that your life would be prolonged because someone made duÔ"Õ for you. 
 
- Birr 
 
In the QurÕ!n, All!h  talks about your relationship with non-Muslims and said that All!h  
does not forbid you from being kind and just to those who did not fight you in your 
religion.  You can treat them to the level of birr, which you practice with family 
members. 
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The highest level is birr, and the minimum is to be just with them.  For everyone else, it 
is based on how they treat you.  As a Muslim, you should treat people nicer than they 
treat you, but we are human beings. 

 
- )adaqah 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒGiving $adaqah extinguishes the anger of 
All!h  and repels from the person dying in a bad way.Ó 
Charity is a cause of avoiding a bad death, and some scholars said that it is also included 
in the causes of age increase. 
 
§ The Rule on Wishing for Death 
 
Why would someone want to wish for death? 
- Someone who is ignorant about death, meaning someone who may think that death 

will put them at ease, but it may actually be harder for them.  Some commit suicide 
and think that death will be easier for them.   

 
If we knew what happens after death, we would be more cautious.  In the final 
moments of ÔUmarÕs life, Ibn ÔAbb!s was next to him and was trying to comfort him and 
said, ÒO am#r al-muÕmin#n, you became Muslim when people were still in kufr, and you 
went out in battles with the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) when others left him 
alone, and you are dying as a shah#d, and no two people in the ummah disagree about 
your great contribution to the ummah.  When the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
died, he was pleased with you.Ó  ÔUmar was in pain and asked him to repeat what he 
said.  Ibn ÔAbb!s repeated what he said.  After that, ÔUmar said, ÒThe arrogant person is 
the one who you made arrogant.  Wall"hi, if I have everything under the sun, I would 
have given it away right now because of the fear of what is coming next.Ó  ÔUmar had 
heard from the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) what happens after death and as a 
humble person did not know what would happen to him.  A person who really knows 
what happens after death may not wish for it to come.   
 
Ibn ÔAbb!s was a faq#h among the companions.  One of the fiqh that we learn from this 
narration is that it is recommended when a person is dying that we try to comfort them 
by telling them some of the good things they did in this life because a person naturally 
at the time of death has more fear and remembers his sins.  Remind them of the good 
they did to comfort them.  In this moment, the person should have more hope than fear 
although naturally a person has more fear.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
said, ÒNone of you should die except that he has good thoughts about All!h .Ó 
 
Abu Bakr said, ÒIf one of my feet was inside Jannah and one foot was outside, I would 
not feel safe from All!h  until my second foot was inside.Ó 
 
Look at how they understood the concept of death and what comes after. 
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Ibn ÔUmar said the head of his father was on his lap.  ÔUmar asked him to put his head 
on the floor.  Ibn ÔUmar said he thought that he said this because he was humble, so he 
didnÕt listen.  ÔUmar then said, ÒPut my head on the floor!  What a big problem if All!h  
did not forgive me!Ó  This is what he was feeling in his last moments because he wanted 
to be humble. 
 
 
 
 
- Someone who cannot wait to meet All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la). 
 
ÔUb!dah ibn ) ! mit (Bukh"r# 6142) mentioned that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) said, ÒWhoever loves to meet All!h , All!h  would love to meet him.  Whoever 
hates to meet All!h , All!h  would hate to meet that person.Ó  When Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu 
Ôanha) heard this, she said, ÒOh Prophet of All!h , we hate dying!Ó  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) said, ÒThis is not what I am talking about.  For the believer, when the time of 
death comes, is given the glad tidings from the angels that All!h  is pleased for him, and 
at that moment, there is nothing more pleasing to that person than meeting All!h .  For 
the person who does evil in this life, when the time of death comes, the angels will tell 
him of the torture that is awaiting him, and at that moment nothing is hated to this 
person more than meeting All!h , so All!h  hates to meet him.Ó   
 
The person who did evil is afraid of the torture and hates to meet All!h .  It is human 
nature to be afraid of death. 
 
- To love meeting those who already died. 
 
Sometimes one of your family members dies and you feel like you miss them so much 
that you want to die to meet them.  This happens especially when a mother loses a 
child. 
 
Musnad ÔAbdulRazz!q 32257.  When Bil!l Ôs time of death came, his wife said, ÒWhat an 
extreme sadness.Ó  He said, ÒWhat a great thing!  Tomorrow, we meet the beloved.Ó  He 
is referring to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) and his companions.  In Bil!l Õs 
final moments, he was happy because he was going to meet the companions he missed. 
 
Think about how excited you are to meet the companions and some of the scholars we 
are quoting all of the time.  Sometimes we are not so excited to go to Jannah because 
we donÕt sit down and think about it.  When you think about something that you love to 
have in Jannah, then it excites you to do the good deeds.  Always think about something 
that excites you.  When we do tarbiyah and speak to our children, talk about something 
that excites them and tell them that the will get to play in Jannah and have chocolate.   
 
In Bukh"r#, Anas narrates that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said ÒAll!h  has 
given one of the slaves between what is in the duny" or what He has.Ó  Abu Bakr started 
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to cry because he understood that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was referring 
to himself.  They said, ÒAbu Bakr was the most knowledgeable amongst us.Ó 
 
Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) mentions the ProphetÕs final moments.  They had heard, ÒNo 
messenger dies except that he was given the choice to stay in this duny" or go to the 
"khirah.Ó  She heard the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) say in his last moments, 
ÒWith those who All!h  has blessed among the messengers and $iddiq#n and shuhad"Õ and 
the righteous.Ó  She knew at that time that he was being asked. 
 
 
- Someone who has faced a catastrophe or hardship like sickness or poverty 
 
In At-Tirmidh", * ! rith  said he entered upon Khabab who had just had an operation and 
at that time they would burn the incision to close it.  He said, ÒAt that time I did not 
know anyone from the companions who has faced as much catastrophe as I have faced.  
There was a time I had money at the time of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), 
but now I canÕt even find a dirham.  I have a disease in my stomach.  If the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did not forbid me from wishing for death, then I would have 
asked for death.Ó 
 
- Someone who cannot is displeased with the decree of All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la). 
 
When the angel of death came to Musa (ÔalayhiÕl-sal"m), he poked his eyes and he went 
back to All!h .  When he came back, he told M&s! to put his hand on the head of an 
animal, and the hairs that were touched were how long he had left.  M&s! then told him 
to take his life then.  Some asked if this was M&s! rejecting the decree of All!h .  
Scholars said no because the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒNo messenger 
dies except that he was given the choice to stay in this duny" or go to the "khirah.Ó   
 
- People who are afraid of a fitnah in their religion. 
 
Who are some examples of other people who have wished for death?   
- Maryam. In S%rah Maryam v. 23, when she got pregnant without a father she said, ÒI 

wish that I died before this and was forgotten [meaning as if she did not exist].Ó  She 
said this because of a tribulation she faced in her religion and protecting her honor. 

- ' siyah, the wife of Firawn. 
- Abu Hurayrah did not ask specifically for death, but he said, ÒOh All!h , protect me 

from the age of 60, and protect me from the young, immature rulers.Ó  Abu 
Hurayrah died when he was 59, and he died the year before Yaz"d ibn MuÔ! wiyyah 
became the young ruler, and there were many problems that happened in his time.  
All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la) protected him from both.  Some may ask why Abu 
Hurayrah asked for protection from the age of 60, but when a person becomes old, 
he may face a lot of fitnah and not be able to do religious duties properly. 

- The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was talking about one of the signs of the 
Day of Judgment and said, ÒThe Hour does not come until the man passes by the 
grave of another man and will say, ÔI wish I was in his place.ÕÓ [Bukh"r#].  
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Sub! "nAll"h, some people are burning themselves alive and wishing for death 
because they are living a very hard life.  This does not necessarily mean that this 
sign has been fulfilled, and it may get worse in the future. 

 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) taught us the etiquette of asking for death if 
someone is facing a fitnah: 
Ibn +Abb!s said that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, “O Allāh I ask you (to 
be able to) do good, leave the forbidden, love the poor, and if You wanted to send a 
calamity to people then take me back to You without falling into it.Ó (Al-Tirmidh! 3223. 
Authentic) 
 
ÒNone of you should wish for death because of a hardship he is facing.Ó  If he really 
must do that, then say the following: 
ÒO All!h , keep me alive if You know that life is better for me, and grant me death if You 
know that death is better for me.Ó (Al-JāmiÔ 1027. Authentic) 
By saying this, the person is leaving the matter in the Hands of All!h .  A person may be 
facing a tribulation today, but there may a lot of good waiting for him later. 
 
The person does not ask All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la) directly to take his life.  You may 
ask for death because of a fitnah, but All!h  knows that this fitnah will pass, and you may 
in the future be in a much better condition.  Leave it in the Hands of All!h .   
 
Chapter 3  |  Sickness 
 
§ The Manners of Visiting the Sick 
 
Al-Bar!Ô b. !zib said, ÒThe Messenger (peace be upon him) has ordered us to follow 
funerals and to visit the sick.Ó (Ibn !ibb"n 3040) 
 
The purpose behind visiting a sick person is to make them feel better, comfort them, 
and to find out if they have any needs.  Only a few people need to visit the person to 
accomplish this (not everyone). 
 
What if someone has a mild flu that is not trapping them at home, is it required to visit 
them?  The scholars said no.  This ! ad#th is referring to the person who is trapped by 
their sickness at home.  Therefore, it is a collective obligation for the one who is 
trapped by his sickness.  If the person is not trapped by the sickness, then it is 
recommended to visit them. 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe right of a Muslim towards his 
Muslim brother is five:  reply to sal"m, follow the jan"zah, accept the invitation, visit the 
sick, and to respond to the person who sneezes.Ó 
 
What about the reward?  In a ! asan ! ad#th in Al-Tirmidh", the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) said, ÒNo Muslim visits another Muslim when sick during the day except that 
70,000 angels will pray until night to ask for mercy for him.  No Muslim visits another 
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Muslim when sick during the night except that 70,000 angels will pray for the person 
until morning.  And he will have a garden in Paradise.Ó  
 
Is it recommended that you repeat your visit to the sick person?  Sometimes people 
think that it is bad manners to repeatedly visit the person because it may bother them.  
It is recommended to repeat the visit to the sick person.  The word in Arabic implies 
that it is repeated until the sick person is healed.  Also, it is logical that if a person is 
sick for several months, then this person will feel lonely, so we visit them.  At the same 
time, we see if they have any needs because they cannot leave the home.  The scholars 
knew it is recommended from the wording which means to repeat something. 
 
The ruling on visiting a non-Muslim sick person: 
Bukh"r# 1332:  Anas narrates that there was a young Jewish man who was serving the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam).  When he became sick, the Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) went to visit him.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) sat next to 
his head and as he was visiting him, he was telling him to accept Islam because he was 
in his last sickness.  The young person looked at his father, and the father said, ÒObey 
Abu Q! sim.Ó  When the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) came out, he said, ÒThanks 
to All!h  who saved him from Hellfire.  Pray on your brother.Ó  [Someone may ask: how 
would his father ask his son to accept Islam?  Many people were convinced that Islam 
was the correct religion but they did not accept Islam because of something in this 
duny".  For example, Abu ,!lib  feared what people would say.]   
 
Because of this narration, many of the scholars said that when it comes to visiting a 
non-Muslim sick person, then have the intention that this person may come to Islam.  
You donÕt have to take a book, but being nice and visiting them is daÔwah.  There was a 
minority opinion that said it is permissible regardless. 
 
What are the recommended actions to do when visiting a sick person? 
- Pick the best time to visit them. 
 
There is no narration specifying the best time to visit a sick person.  Sometimes people 
think that it is Sunnah after maghrib, but this comes from culture.  The best time 
depends on each culture and circumstance.  For example, in the US people work during 
the day, so an acceptable time may be after 8 pm but earlier than 9 pm because people 
sleep early.  In Saudi Arabia, the work hours are from 6 am to 1 pm so that the people 
can leave before the extreme heat, so an acceptable time may be 5 or 6 pm.  In Spain, 
working hours are from 9 am to 8 pm, but they have a three hour break from 12 pm Ð 3 
pm.  In that culture, the best time to visit may be around 11 pm.  Islamically, there is 
the qayl%lah, which is taking a nap midday.   

 
- Bring them something beneficial. 
 
Bring them food or a gift.  Holland at one time had no flowers, and they got them from 
the Muslims.  During the Catholic Inquisition, anyone who was not Catholic was killed.  
The Jews sought refuge in the Ottoman Empire, and the khalifah told them that they 
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could live anywhere except for the Arabian Peninsula and Palestine.  At the same time, 
the Protestant Christians were in the Netherlands, and they were also being persecuted 
and killed.  The khalifah offered to protect them so that they would have the freedom to 
choose whatever religion they wanted, and he sent the tulips as a gift to the leader of 
the Netherlands. Tulips originated from Turkey.  The Dutch planted them and started 
to produce them and within a century became the largest flower producers in the 
world.  They formed the Dutch Empire and then conquered other nations.  To this day, 
the Netherlands produce 90% of the flowers in the world. 
 
 
- It is recommended to give the person hope.   
 
In Andalus in the third or fourth century of Islam, there were professional actors who 
were hired to talk about the same disease and describe how they were healed so that 
the person would feel better.  They knew how psychology affected a personÕs healing.  
How did they determine where to build hospitals?  They would put pieces of meat on a 
stick all around the city, and they would measure how long it would take the pieces of 
meat to rot.  The location where last piece of meat rotted indicated that the air was the 
freshest there and had the least amount of bacteria, so they would build hospitals 
there. 

 
- To remind the person to repent to All!h  during these times. 
 
Do this in the proper manner and in a subtle way.  Remind them that the sickness is a 
test from All!h .  Always use the term ÔusÕ / ÔweÕ and not Ôyou.Õ  You can say, ÒWhen we 
repent to All!h , we come closer to Him.Ó   

 
- Do not raise your voice. 

 
- Make duÔ"Õ for the person who is sick. 
 
In )a! #!  Muslim:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒIf you visit the sick 
person, then say good because the angels are there saying Ôam#nÕ on whatever you say.Ó  
This is one of the times when duÔ"Õ is accepted.  Make duÔ"Õ for all of the sick Muslims.  
When you visit a sick person, you say (ahuran insh"ÕAll"h (insh"ÕAll"h you are purified).   

 
- If you are not a doctor, then do not try to play doctor.   
 
Some people think that a visit to a sick person should always be short, and the sick 
person may be feeling lonely and want more time.  The length of visit depends on the 
sick person.  If the sick person is tired, then keep the visit short.  Books on nonverbal 
communication may help you to interpret how the person is feeling. 
 
§ Ruqyah (Faith Healing) 
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In Bukh"r# 4728:  Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) narrates that when Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) was complaining about some pain, he would recite on himself al-
muÕawwidhitayn (S%ratÕl-Falaq and S%ratÕl-N"s) and would blow on his hands and wipe the 
area of pain.Ó  [Some scholars said that some saliva may come out.]  She said, ÒWhen his 
pain became severe, I used to read on him these s%rahs, and I would use his hands 
because of the barakah of the hands of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam).Ó 
 
This shows that it is permissible for a person to perform ruqyah on himself or have 
others do ruqyah on him. 
 
There are many ways to do ruqyah.  Ruqyah is something that is recommended to do, 
and it is the Sunnah of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam).  Many times, the first 
reaction we have is to seek help from the doctor.  Before you seek the help from the 
doctor, seek the help from All!h  and then go and get the medicine.  Always seek help 
first from All!h  and then seek help from human beings.  Also, remember that the 
doctor will not able to heal you except by the permission of All!h .  Take the necessary 
means.  Remember the ! ad#th of tying the camel.  Remember that doctors may make a 
mistake, and without the permission of All!h, you will not be healed no matter what 
you medicine you will take.   
 
What is considered a ruqyah? 
ÔUthm!n ibn Ab" Al-ÔAs was complaining about a pain he had in his body since he 
became Muslim.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒPlace your hand on the 
place where you feel the pain.  Say bismill"h three times.  Say the following seven times: 
aÔudhu bill"hi wa qudratihi min sharri m" ajidu wa u! "dhir [I seek refuge with the Might of 
All!h  and His Power from the evil of that which I am finding.].Ó  [)a! #!  Muslim 2202]   

 
 
In another narration in Tirmidh" 2080:  The man said, ÒI did this, and All!h  made 
whatever I had go away.  After that, I kept ordering my family to use it and other 
people to use it.Ó 
 
[In your obligatory $al"h, you must say everything in the Arabic language.  In the 
Sunnah, you can speak in any language after the obligatory statements.  The proof is 
that All!h  said, ÒCall Me.Ó] 
 
The ruqyah must be from the QurÕ!n and Sunnah.  To make ruqyah, place your hand on 
the place and say, ÒI ask All!h, the Lord of the Great Throne, to give you healing.Ó (Al-
Tirmidhī 2083) 
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If someone canÕt remember any of this, then this person can also read S%rah Al-F"ti! ah.  
In )a! #!  Bukh"r# 2156, it was narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
would use it.  Scholars also said you can use any part of the QurÕ!n because the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said healing is in it.  Do not use fabricated narrations. 
 
Someone may say: these are just words, how will they heal a person?  If someone 
responded by cursing the man, then the manÕs blood pressure increased and he became 
upset and said, ÒHow can you say this?Ó   The man then said that these were his words 
and they caused his blood pressure to rise and him to have so many emotions, so what 
about the Words of All!h ? 
 
From )a! #!  Bukh"r#:  a person can read the ruqyah on water and then drink the water.    
The Sunnah is that the person drinks three times from the water, and the person would 
use whatever is left to wash with.  There is a sub-chapter on ruqyah in )a! #!  Bukh"r#. 
 
Im!m A%mad would never say that there is no evidence of something, but out of 
humility, he would say, ÒI donÕt know of any evidence that says such and such.Ó  
Regarding matters of religion, everything haram unless there is an evidence that it is 
halal.  Regarding matters of the duny", everything is ! al"l unless there is an evidence 
that it is ! ar"m.   
 
Can ruqyah be used to prevent something?  In general, ruqyah can be done for any 
sickness (even psychological).  In the morning, you should say the adhk"r of the 
morning.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that whoever says, ÒaÔudhu 
bikalim"tiÕll"ahiÕtt"mm"ti min sharri m" khalaqÓ will be protected for that day.  

 
 
The majority of scholars of our time have said that it is permissible to play a recorded 
ruqyah, but it is better to recite it yourself.   
 
Can ruqyah be given to non-Muslims?  Yes. 
Al-JamiÔ 1931:  Ô'Õishah mentioned that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) entered 
on her while she was doing ruqyah to a non-Muslim woman, and the Prophet ($allall"hu 
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Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒHeal her with the Book of All!h .Ó  Therefore, you can heal non-
Muslims with ruqyah, and it may be a way to bring them to Islam. 
 
Can ruqyah be used on psychological sicknesses?  Yes, because it is a type of sickness.   
 
“I seek with the Might of Allāh and His Power refuge from the evil of that which is 
happening to me or that which I am being cautious from.Ó (Al-Tirmidh! 1696) 
 
It is recommended to give ruqyah and to receive ruqyah.  What is the ruling about 
asking for ruqyah (meaning asking someone to make ruqyah on you)? 
In Muslim 218:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, Ò70,000 people from my 
ummah will enter Jannah without ! is"b.Ó  The companions asked, ÒWho are they, oh 
Prophet of All!h ?Ó  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒHe are those who do not ask for 
ruqyah and they do not do ta(ayur and they depend on their Lord (have tawakkul).Ó  
  
Scholars said that to ask someone to do ruqyah is makr%h.  It is better for you to make 
duÔ"Õ directly to All!h  than to do ruqyah; however, if someone offers ruqyah, then you 
can accept it.  Those who do not ask for ruqyah have higher dependence on All!h  
(sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la). 
 
Ruqyah is something that you say from the QurÕ!n or ! ad#th on a sick person with the 
intention that All!h  is going to heal them because of what you are reading.  Sometimes 
it is translated as spiritual healing versus other kinds of healing (medicine). 
 
Can we make ruqyah from any s%rah?  Yes, because the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) said, ÒIn it there is a healing for the person.Ó  It becomes an innovation when 
someone keeps doing it a specific number of times. 
 
§ The Sickness of Death 
 
Anas b. Mālik narrates: “The Prophet (peace be upon him) entered on a young person 
dying and said, ‘How do you find yourself?’ He said, ‘I seek hope from Allāh, and I fear 
my sins O Messenger of Allāh,’ so he (peace be upon him) said, ‘They are not combined 
in the heart of a believing slave at this time except that All!h gives him what he wants 
and protects him from what he fears.Õ” (Ibn Mājah 4231) 
 
In other words, a person at this time has a balance of hope that All!h  will have mercy 
on him and forgive him, but also a person may have fear because of the sins the person 
did.  The person can continue to make tawbah until the soul reaches the throat and the 
person is in the last hallucinations.   
 
What should be more than the other Ð fear or hope?  In )a! #!  Muslim 7142:  The 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒNone of you should die except that he has 
good thoughts about All!h .Ó 
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&ad#th qudsi:  ÒI am what My slave thinks of Me.  If he thinks of me good, then I will 
treat him in a good way.  If he thinks of me other than good, then I will treat him that 
way.Ó 
 
When you are still alive, should you have more fear or hope?  If the person is in a state 
of doing sins, then the person should have more fear than hope.  If someone is 
committing sins, then do not tell the person not to worry and that All!h  is Al-Ghaf%r Al-
Ra! #m because this is mocking.  DonÕt look at how small the sin is that you are doing, 
but look at how great the One is Who you are disobeying. 
 
What about if we see someone dying and they are saying l" il"ha illa All"h and then they 
die Ð should we treat them as Muslims?  Yes, as for the duny", we will wash them and 
pray on them.  All!h  will decide in the "khirah if the person died as a Muslim. 
 
Makhfool al-Shami used to be seen sad most of the time in his life.  During his last 
moments, his friends found him smiling and laughing.  They asked him, ÒWhy are you 
laughing?Ó  He said, ÒWhy wouldnÕt I laugh when the thing I was trying to prevent 
came [death], and the thing that I was also hoping for also came [meeting All!h ]?Ó   
 
MuÔ!dh ibn Jabal (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) in his last moments was telling the people around 
him:  ÒDo not cut my talk by saying other things.  Listen to me.  If you knew how much 
Mercy All!h  has, you would depend on it.  If you knew how much torture All!h  has, you 
would know what you did will not benefit you.  Oh All!h , You know that I used to fear 
You, and today I have hope in You.  Oh All!h , You know I didnÕt stay in this duny" to 
love it but to stay thirsty in the day [fasting] and to work hard hour after hour and to 
compete in the sittings of knowledge / remembrance with the knees [meaning who 
would sit the closest to the scholars].  Oh All!h , You know that my heart loves You.Ó 
 
ÔAmr ibn Al-Ô'- in his last moments was crying heavily and the tears were flowing.  His 
son ÔAbdull!h asked him, ÒOh my father, I knew that nothing would happen to you 
except that you would have patience.Ó  He said, ÒMy son, three things are happening to 
your father at this moment.  His deeds are cut off.  There is fear of the resurrection.  
The third is leaving behind those whom you love, and this is the easiest of the three.  
Oh All!h , You have ordered, but I have slowed down.  You have forbidden us from 
certain things but I have disobeyed You.  Oh All!h , one of your Attributes is to Al-
ÔAfuww [to forgive and overlook sins], so forgive Me.Ó  If someone is dying, try to give 
them more hope of All!h . 
 
Al-* asan Al-Ba-r" in his last moments was asked about how much fear he had, and he 
said, ÒIf your mother had in her hands paradise and hell, where is she going to put 
you?Ó  They said, ÒParadise.Ó  He said, ÒAll!h  is more merciful to me than my mother.Ó 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that if you look at the mercy of all of the 
creation of All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la), it is not even one part of 100 parts of the Mercy 
of All!h .  In the QurÕ!n, All!h  often mentions that He is Al-Ghaf%r Al-Ra! #m but also the 
extreme punisher (shad#duÕl-Ôiq"b), so we must have balance.  
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Bukh"r# 6169: The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWhoever has an oppression 
towards his brother whether it is from his honor or money, then let him pay it back to 
him before Day will come when no d#n"r and no dirham will be accepted.  If the person 
has good deeds, it will be taken from his good deeds and given to the one whom he 
oppressed. 
 
Tirmidh" 3148:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) asked, ÒDo you know who the 
bankrupt person is?Ó  They said, ÒThe person who has no money and no furniture.Ó The 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe muflis from my nation is someone who 
comes on the Day of Judgment with $al"h and fasting and zak"h, but he said a bad word 
about a person and took money from another and the people come and take from him 
until all of his good deeds are taken away.  Then, they will start putting their bad deeds 
on him until he is placed and pushed inside Hellfire.Ó 
 
What if someone has a debt to someone and cannot find them?  Take the money and 
donate it with the intention that it is for that person. 
 
When Im! m Al-Nas!Õi	
   traveled from Khur!s! n to Damascus, he realized he had a pen 
that he had borrowed, so he traveled all the way back to return the pen, which was a 
three month journey. 
 
When the person is feeling the sickness of death, this is the time when they should 
mention the will or amend the will that they have written.  From a ! ad#th, we know that 
the person who has a debt and dies will be tied to his debt in his grave until someone 
pays it on his behalf.  A person had a debt on him, and the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) refused to pray $al"t al-jan"zah because this person had a debt.  There are two 
narrations of this ! ad#th, and one of them mentions that one person had taken from the 
loot of the battle, which was a few beads off the clothes of the enemy and was not even 
equal to two dirhams, but because of this the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
refused to pray $al"t al-jan"zah on him. 
 
In the sickness of death, we should thank All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la) that we did not die 
from a sudden death.  When a sudden death comes, the person cannot repent anymore.  
When a person has sickness before death, the person has a chance to ask for 
forgiveness and a chance to return any debts. 
 
&ad#th in Abu D!w&d:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒSudden death is a 
sorrow for the disbeliever and a mercy to the believer.Ó  How is this possible?  For the 
non-Muslim, he did not have a chance to accept Islam, so it is a sorrow.  It is a mercy to 
the believer because a sudden death is less painful. 
 
One of the signs of the Day of Judgment that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
mentioned was that sudden death would increase.  In the past, the norm was for people 
to have a sickness of death and die gradually.  These days, people die suddenly (i.e. 
heart attack). 
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Chapter 4  |  When Death Comes 
 
§ Assisting the Dying Person 
 
What are some things we can do in the last moments? 
- Try to invite the righteous people among the community.   
These people know the fiqh of dealing with these issues, and they know the practice 
from the QurÕ!n and Sunnah and how to talk to the family to calm them down.  Also, 
they are righteous, so insh"ÕAll"h they will make duÔ"Õs from the QurÕ!n and Sunnah.  
They remind the family members to have patience.   

 
- Bring water and wipe over the face and lips so that the person has some moisture to 

be able to talk.   
Bukh"r# 6145:  Ô'Õishah said that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) had a can of 
water in his hand and would put his hand in the water and then wipe over his face [in 
other narrations: and moisten his lips] and say: Ôl" il"ha illa All"h, death has 
intoxications.ÕÓ  The person is not fully aware of the surroundings and is in a semi-
hallucination state mixed with pain.  In S%rah Q"f v. 19, All!h  said, ÒThe intoxications of 
death came with the truth.  This is what you were trying to avoid in this moment.Ó  Al-
! aqq in this "yah means death.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was moistening 
his lips in the last moments so that he could say l" il"ha illa All"h. 

 
What are the intoxications of death?  It is like the drunkenness that people feel or when 
a person wakes up from anesthesia and is half-aware and half-asleep. 

 
- )a! #!  Muslim:  Abu SaÔ"d Al Khudri narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 

sallam) said to tell the people to say l" il"ha illa All"h.  There are etiquettes of doing 
this.   

 
1) Remind them gently to say l" il"ha illa All"h, and give them some time to say it.  

Do not force it on the person.   
 
ÒWhoever his last words were lā ilāha illa Allāh, he would enter paradise.Ó (Ab! 
D!w"d 3116 Ð an acceptable narration).   
He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did not say that if a personÕs last words were not l" 
il"ha illa All"h that they would go to Hellfire. 
 

2) Appoint one person to say it.  It is a common mistake to have several people 
advising the person, but this is overwhelming for the person. 
 

3) Remind others around to be quiet because it is distracting the person who is 
dying.   
Warqah ibn Ashkuri in his last moments was saying l" il"ha illa All"h and making 
duÔ"Õ to All!h  and every time someone entered, they said Òassal"mu Ôalaykum wa 
ra! matull"h.Ó  He told his son, ÒReply to the people with my sal"m so that they 
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will not distract me from saying l" il"ha illa All"h.Ó  The ruling on starting with 
the sal"m is that it is Sunnah, but it is obligatory to reply to the sal"m.   
 

4) If the person says l" il"ha illa All"h, do not ask them to say it again except if they 
say something else.   
 
[In these moments, the priority is to encourage the person to say l" il"ha illa All"h.  
There is no evidence to recite the QurÕ!n at this time, and it may be a distraction 
to the person from saying l" il"ha illa All"h.] 

 
- Make duÔ"Õ 

Umm Salama narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒIf you 
approach the sick or dying person, then only say good, as the angels are saying !m"n 
to whatever you say.Ó (Muslim 2079) 
 

There is no specific duÔ"Õ for this case, so make a general duÔ"Õ:  Oh All!h  have mercy on 
him and the dead Muslims, oh All!h  protect him from the torture of the grave, oh All!h  
give patience to the family members.  Remember that the priority when making the 
duÔ"Õ is to make it for the person who is dying. 
 
In Abu D!w&d, Ibn Yas! r narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, 
ÒRecite S%rah Y" S#n on your dying people.Ó   
The majority of the scholars said that this ! ad#th is extremely weak including Im! m Al 
Daruqutni and Al-Alb! n" because one of the narrators is not trustworthy and there is no 
other authentic narration.  The scholars said that if people keep saying it at these 
moments, it is an innovation.  Other scholars who did not know this ! ad#th is weak said 
that it is recommended, but this is the weaker opinion.  The stronger opinion is that it 
should not be recited in this moment because the ! ad#th is weak. 
 
When someone is dying, sometimes people turn the person to face the qiblah.  Is this 
from the religion?  In Al-Bayhaq" 6396, Abu Qatadah narrated that Al-Bar! Õ asked at the 
time of his death that he be made to face the qiblah.  This reached the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) and he said, ÒHe has hit the fi(rah.Ó  SaÔ"d ibn Musayyib said 
that this narration is weak.  Shaykh Al-Alb! n" said that there is no other narration that 
talks about this that is authentic.  This is an extremely weak narration, so we do not 
turn the person to the qiblah.  It may be a hardship to turn the person towards the 
qiblah.  If the person can do it naturally without any hardship and if he wants to make 
duÔ"Õ, it can be done, but it is not a part of the religion to do it. 
 
If a woman is on her menses, should she be away from the person who is dying?  This is 
a misconception, and the woman can make duÔ"Õ and be present. 
 
§ The Soul of the Believer when Leaving the Body 
 
ÒAnd the intoxication of death will bring the truth; that is what you were trying to 
avoid.Ó (Q!f 50:19) 
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Al-Asbahani mentioned this intoxication and feeling that the person feels is that they 
are half awake and half asleep mixed with some hallucinations and some pain.  Even 
the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was feeling these intoxications.  In a narration 
in Bukh"r#, Anas narrates that Al-+Abb!s passed by the an$"r who were crying because 
they saw the pain that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was feeling in his last 
moments.  If this is happening to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) who is the 
closest person to All!h , then imagine how others would feel?  The Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒI will have twice as much pain as one of you feels.Ó  Why?  
Because All!h  elevated the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), and he will have al- 
was#lah.   
 
Remember that the pain that a person feels at the time of death erases the sins of the 
person if that person has sins and also elevates the status of the person in Paradise, and 
the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) has a special place in Paradise and has was#lah.  
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) asked us to pray to All!h  to grant him was#lah, 
which is a high status.  The scholars said that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
has this position but out of humility he did not tell us that he has this position.  We 
make this duÔ"Õ after the adh"n.   
 
In S%rah Al-Qiy"mah 26-29, All!h  says:  ÒAt the moment when the soul reaches the 
throat (tur"qiya), people around will say, ÔWhere is the r"qi (person who gives ruqyah)?Õ 
and he would know at this moment that this is the moment of leaving.Ó   
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that All!h  accepts the tawbah as long as the 
soul has not reached the ghargharah.  In S%rah Al-Nis"Õ v. 18:  ÒAnd tawbah is not for the 
people who do bad deeds until one of them when death comes to them that he is 
making tawbah.  And not for those who died without accepting Islam.  For those two 
groups we have prepared an extreme torture.Ó  This verse is saying that tawbah is not 
accepted from these types of people who do bad until the time of death comes. 
 
S%rah Al-Mun"fiq%n v. 10-11.  People will want extra time.  ÒAnd spend [in the way of 
All! h] from what We have provided you before death approaches one of you and he 
says, ÔMy Lord, if only You would delay me for a brief term so I would give charity and 
be among the righteous.Õ  But never will All! h delay a soul when its time has come. And 
All! h is Acquainted with what you do.Ó 
 
S%rah Al-MuÕmin%n v. 99-100 ÒUntil death comes to one of them, and he will say, ÔOh 
All!h , return me to this life that maybe I will do the good that I left before.Õ  No, it is just 
a word that this person is saying.Ó   
 
The Shay("n at this moment comes to the person in a last try to take the person out of 
Islam.  In S%rah Al-&ashr v. 16:  ÒThe Shay("n says to the human, ÔGo out of Islam.Õ  When 
he left Islam, he [Shay("n] says, ÔI have nothing to do with you.  I fear All!h  the Lord of 
the worlds.ÕÓ  This verse was sent when the story of the worshipper of Ban" Isr!Õ"l 
happened.  One day, two brothers had their sister with them and had to travel for a 
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long time.  They wanted to leave their sister with someone to take care of her, and they 
wanted a pious person to take care of her.  They left her with one of the most pious 
worshippers of Ban" Isr!Õ"l.  He refused completely when asked because he did not want 
the Shay("n to play with him.  They persuaded her, and he accepted.  He put her in a 
home near his place of worship and would lock the door and only bring food at certain 
times of day and would knock and leave.  After a few weeks, the Shay("n came to him 
and told him to talk to her from behind the door because she must be lonely.  After 
some time, the Shay("n told him to talk to her and see each other.  They became closer 
and closer.  They fell into the ! ar"m and did zin".  After that, she became pregnant and 
had the child.  The Shay("n came and told him that if her brothers come back and see 
the child that they would kill him, so he should kill the child.  The man killed the child.  
The Shay("n then told him to kill her so that she would not tell her brothers.  He then 
killed her as well.  Months later, the two brothers came back.  He told them that their 
sister died, and they believed him because he was the best worshipper of Ban" Isr!Õ"l.  
The Shay("n came to them in a dream and told them that the man killed the sister and 
told them where to find the body and the knife.  The men went to his place of worship 
and saying that he killed their sister.  The man was afraid, and the Shaytan said that if 
he said the word of kufr, then he would protect him.  The man said kufr, and then the 
men killed him, and he died as a k"fir.   
 
In the QurÕ!n, All!h  says:  ÒDonÕt follow the footsteps of Shay("n.Ó   
 
The son of Im!m A%mad ibn * anbal was telling him in his last moments to say the 
kalimah.  Im!m A%mad said, ÒNo!Ó  Then he fainted and came back.  His son asked him 
why he was saying no, and he said, ÒMy son, I was feeling very thirsty, and the Shay("n 
brought me a cup of water and said that he would give me from this water if I would say 
a word of kufr, and I was saying no.Ó 
 
Abu JaÔafar was sitting next to Im!m Al-Qur$ub", the famous scholar of tafs#r, and telling 
him to say l" il"ha illa All"h.  He said no.  He fainted and then came back.  He said that 
two shay"(#n came next to him, and one was telling him to die upon the religion of 
Judaism because it is the best religion and the other was saying to die upon Christianity 
because it is the best religion, and he was saying no and no. 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), ÒMay the worshipper of money be miserable in 
this life.Ó  Some people worship money and work and live their lives for these things 
more than their religious duties.   
 
How can we protect ourselves?  In S%rah Ibr!h"m v. 27:  ÒAll!h  at these moments makes 
those who believed in the righteous words in this life and in the hereafter strong in 
their words.  All!h  will make the oppressing people go astray in these moments.  All!h  
does whatever He wants to do.Ó 
 
S%rah Fu$$ilat v. 30:  ÒThose who say, ÔOur Lord is All!h ,Õ and then stayed on the right 
path (istiq"m%), the angels will come down to meet them saying, ÔDo not have any fear, 
and do not have any sorrow, and have the glad tidings that you will get the Paradise 
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you are promised to get.ÕÓ  The person who is close to All!h  and says that All!h  is his 
Lord will have angels come to help him in these moments.   
 
The angels at that time are closer to the person than anyone else who is there.  
ÒThen why, when the soul at death reaches the throat. And you are at that time looking 
on - And Our angels are nearer to him than you, but you do not see.Ó (Al-W!qiÔah 56:83-
85) 
Ibn +Abb!s said that ÔweÕ is referring to the angels.  They are closer to the person who is 
dying than anyone else around him.  Salm!n Al-F!r is" in his final moments said to his 
wife, ÒGo and bring a bottle of musk to me and spread it around because I see creatures 
from the creation of All!h  who love the smell of musk and do not eat food.Ó  When his 
wife came back with the bottle of musk, she found that his soul had left his body.  
 
Who will take the soul?  The angel of death.  There is no evidence in Islamic texts about 
the name of the angel of death.   
S%rah Al-Zumar v. 42: ÒAll!h  is the One who claims their souls when the time comes.Ó  
All!h  gives the permission for the soul to be taken. 
S%rah Al-Sajdah v. 11:  ÒSay: ÔThe one who would claim your soul at that moment is the 
angel of death who is given this mission.ÕÓ  
S%rah Al-AnÔ"m v. 61: ÒWhen death approaches one of you, Our messengers will claim 
his life and they do not neglect their duty.Ó  The angel of death has assistance. 
 
Tirmidh" 979:  Ô'Õishah said, ÒI do not envy someone the pain at death after I saw the 
hardship of death of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam).Ó  In Ibn * ibb! n 2918, she 
said, ÒI have never seen someone suffer as much pain at the time of death as the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam).   
 
What are some descriptions about the feeling that people had while the soul is coming 
out of the body? 
ÔUmar ibn Al-Kha$$!b  was sitting next to KaÔb ibn M!lik  at the time of his death and 
said, ÒYa KaÔb, tell us how you feel at these moments?Ó  He said ÒY" am#r al-muÕmin#n, I 
feel as if a branch of a tree that has a lot of thorns and then they pulled it out and each 
thorn pulled on a nerve and then pulled out.Ó 
 
Shadd! d ibn Aws said, ÒIt feels stronger than someone cutting me with a chain saw and 
someone pulling out from inside my flesh the pliers and boiling a big pot.Ó 
 
ÔAmr ibn Al-Ô'- said, ÒI wish that someone after they died would come back and tell us 
how they felt in these moments.Ó  When his death came, the companions reminded him 
of this statement and asked how he felt.  ÔAmr said, ÒWall"hi, it is as if the heavens 
collapsed on the earth and my soul is trapped between them and it is like I am 
breathing from the hole of a needle and I feel like a bird they have put in a deep fryer 
that can neither fly to be safe nor die to be safe from the pain of death.Ó 
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These are not a! ad#th and should not be taken literally.  Based on each person, different 
words were said, but they all agree on how severe the pain of death feels in these 
moments.   
 
Aslam, the slave of ÔUmar ibn Al-Kha$$!b , narrated that ÔUmar said, ÒIf the believer had 
any sins and his deeds were not enough to erase these sins, then All!h  would make the 
pain more severe for the person in these moments so that it would erase the sins or 
raise the personÕs degree in Paradise.Ó   
Each and every one of us has done wrong things in his life.  All!h  from His Mercy put 
several filters for us in this life and after so that we would not go to Hellfire as much as 
possible.  In this life, All!h  gave us the filter to make duÔ"Õ and istighf"r.  Another filter is 
the tribulations you feel in this duny" (sickness, losing someone). Another filter is the 
pain felt when the soul is coming out.  If these do not clean you from your sins, then the 
person will have some punishment in the grave.  If that did not clean the person, then 
the fear that a person feels after the resurrection on the Day of Judgment is a filter.  
The fear of standing in front of All!h  erases more and more sins.  If the person is denied 
drinking from al-! aw' , then it is another filter.  When the person reaches the $ir" ( and 
is clean, then al! amdulill"h.  If not, then the fear of crossing the $ir" ( is another filter.  At 
the end of this, if the person is not clean, then the person would fall into the Hellfire 
and have some punishment until he is cleaned of his sins and then he will enter 
Paradise.  These are the stages that a person goes through, which is why we ask All!h  to 
forgive us in this duny". 
 
Only the most evil of people will reach Hellfire, but we never know.  It may one sin you 
did on one day.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒOne of you will say a 
word that he will not pay attention to and will fall inside Hellfire for 70 years because of 
that one word.Ó  Have hope and have fear.  It is a balance. 
 
In An-NasaÕ":  Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, 
ÒThe moment when the soul comes out, if that comes to the believer, then the angels 
will bring a white cloth of silk and say to the soul, ÔGo out pleased and being pleased 
with the decree of All!h to the blessing of All!h.  Be protected from the anger of All!h.Õ  
[It was mentioned that at this moment the soul comes out like the best smelling musk]. 
The angels hand it from one to the next all the way until the first gate for the seven 
skies.  The angels guarding it would say, ÔWhat is this beautiful smell from earth?Õ  They 
will say, ÔIt is the soul of a believer.Õ  When the souls of the believers meet each other, 
they would feel more happiness than one of you if his family member was traveling and 
just came back.Ó  After that, according to the majority of scholars, the soul goes to the 
grave, and the questioning of the grave starts. 
 
§ The Soul of the Disbeliever when Leaving the Body 
 
In S%rah Al-ÔAr"f v. 37:  ÒWhen Our messengers come to them to claim their souls, it will 
be said to them, ÔWhere are those you used to call other than All!h?Õ  They will say, 
ÔThey left us alone.Õ  They became witnesses on themselves that they have left the 
religion.Ó   
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In another verse S%rah Al-Anf" l v. 50-51:  ÒWhen the angels come to take the souls of the 
disbelievers, they are beating them on their faces and backs.  Taste the punishment of 
Hellfire.  This is what your hands have brought forward, and All!h does not oppress His 
slaves.Ó   
 
What is the pain for a disbeliever in his last moments?  Scholars said that if he had any 
good deeds, then he will get the reward in this duny" and if they have any left, then 
their pain would be less.  Abu ,!lib  is an example of this.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) could not do anything after his death.  Also, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) could not do anything for his mother.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
said, ÒI asked my Lord to ask forgiveness for my mother, and He did not give me 
permission.  I asked Him if I could visit her grave, and he gave me permission.  Visit the 
graves because they remind you of the afterlife.Ó   
 
&ad#th in Bukh"r#:  A man came to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) and asked him 
about his father, and he said, ÒYour father is in the Hellfire.Ó  The person was walking 
away and feeling bad, and he ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) called him back and said, ÒMy 
father and your father are both in Hellfire.Ó  This is the best of creation, so imagine us.  
If you have any non-Muslim family members, this is the time you could save them.  
Imagine that one of your parents has a rare disease and the only medicine that could 
cure them is far away and would take you three months to get, wouldnÕt you take off 
the time to go get it?  And this is a sickness of the duny".  We need to learn daÔwah 
techniques.  If a person doesnÕt learn, it is like someone standing on the beach while 
people are in the ocean drowning while he knows how to swim enough to save them.   
 
ÒAnd if you could but see when the angels take the souls of those who disbelieved... 
They are striking their faces and their backs and [saying], ÔTaste the punishment of the 
Burning Fire. That is for what your hands have put forth [of evil] and because Allāh is 
not ever unjust to His servants.ÕÓ 
(Al-Anf!l 8:50-51) 
 
What about the disbelievers?  The scholars said what applies to the disbelievers also 
applies to the major sinners of this ummah.  
 
How does the soul come out? 
The same narration in An-NasaÕ" mentions the soul of the disbeliever: 
ÒIf the time of death comes for the disbeliever, the angels of torture come to him and 
say, ÒCome out displeased.  The soul would come out with the worst smell of a dead 
animal.  As the soul is coming out and goes to the heavens, the angels hand it to each 
other as something they want to get rid of until it reaches the first sky.  The angels 
guarding it will say, ÔYou are not welcome, you filthy soul!  Go back humiliated!  The 
gates of the heavens will not be opened for you.Õ  The soul would go back to the grave 
and the questioning would start.Ó  [Ibn M! jah 4252] 
 
§ What to do after a person dies 
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What do we do when a person dies in front of us? 
- Close the eyes of the person.  You can place your hand on the forehead and push 

slightly down, or you can use two fingers to close the eyes.  )a! #!  Muslim:  Umm 
Salamah said that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) entered upon Abu 
Salamah, and his eyes were looking up and were wide open.  There is a narration:  
when the soul comes out, the vision follows it.  The first faculty that is lost is vision.  
One of the ways to test if a person dies is to flash light in the eyes to see if the pupils 
move. 
 
)a! #!  Muslim 2171: Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) said, ÒDonÕt you see that when a person dies, his vision goes away?Ó  They 
said, ÒYes, Rasulull"h.Ó  This means that this is the first faculty that is lost.  Doctors 
have a list for how many minutes it takes for each faculty to go away after a person 
dies, and the first one is vision.  It takes four to six minutes for the brain to die.   
 

- Make a duÔ"Õ, which the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said when Abu Salamah 
died: 
 

 
[If it is a woman who died, wherever there is a ha, put a fat! a (except for fihi at the 
end which refers to the grave).] 
 
ÒO All!h forgive Abu Salamah and raise his degrees with those who are guided, and 
replace those whom he has left behind (with benefits), and forgive us and him O 
Lord of worlds. Make his grave wide for him and light it for him.Ó (Muslim 2080) 
 

- Take a string and try to keep the mouth closed by tying the string lightly around 
the head.  Do not tie it so tightly that it leaves a mark.  If you donÕt have a string, 
you can use cloth. 
 

- Loosen the joints of the person.  Hold the right hand of the person and bend the 
elbow.  Do the same for the left.  Do the same for the legs.  Why do we do this?  The 
blood is trapped in the joints when the person dies, and if he is left like this, then it 
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is very difficult to change the position.  When the arms and legs are moved, the 
limbs become flexible so that the body can later be washed. 
 

- Cover the Ôawrah with a towel.  After the person is covered with the towel, then 
start to remove the clothes.  Why do we remove the clothes at this stage?  When the 
person dies, their body size starts to increase because of the gases released as cells 
die.  Later on, it becomes very hard to take the clothes off.   
 
It is better that a piece of cloth is put on the bed so that the person can be wrapped 
and taken to be washed.  Before taking the clothes off, cover the Ôawrah with a 
towel.  [It is difficult to do this by yourself because the body is usually heavy].  Keep 
the towel in place as the clothes are being taken off.  Wrap the towel around the 
personÕs Ôawrah.  The sunnah is to use white cloth to wrap the person.  Make sure 
that the cloth is long enough to cover the head (if you have to leave something out, 
then leave the legs out).  If the cloth is long enough, tie the end of the cloth: twist 
the end and then make a knot or use a string or rope to tie around the end.  DonÕt 
tie it too much because you want it to be easy for the people washing the body to 
open it. 
Evidences: 
Ibn * ibb! n 2156:  an authentic narration.  The companions asked, ÒShould we 
unclothe the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) just like we unclothe our dead 
people?Ó  This evidence shows that they always unclothe the dead people. 
 
An-NisaÕ" 7117:  Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) said that when the Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) died, he was covered with a thin piece of cloth.   
The body can be covered with any kind of cloth with the condition that it is not see-
through and does not show the body.  The color at this stage does not have to be 
white. 

 
Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) said, ÒBreaking the bones of the dead person is just like 
breaking it if he was alive.Ó  Treat the body as if the person was still alive.  Therefore, 
donÕt apply any excessive pressure and do not try to move the limbs by force.  When 
washing the body, use water at the same temperature as someone alive would use.   
 
The washing and shrouding of the body should be done by the same gender except for 
spouses and except for children who had not reached the age of $al"h (i.e. under 7).  
Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) said, ÒIf I knew what was going to happen to the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), I would not have let anyone handle him except his wives.Ó  
Abu Bakr (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) asked that his wife wash his body.  A mother cannot wash 
her son, and a man cannot wash his daughter.  The men wash men and women wash 
women, and the exception is spouses and young children. 
 
The women washed Ibr!h"m, the son of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam).  This is 
the majority opinion.  The * anaf" madh-hab said that after death, the marriage contract 
is terminated; therefore, the spouses are not related anymore and cannot wash the 
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bodies.  These a! ad#th were narrated in Madinah, and Im!m  Abu * an"fah was in Iraq 
and had not heard them. 
 
Is it permissible to open the body once it is covered? 
Bukh"r# 1187:  J! bir ibn ÔAbdull! h mentioned that when his father was killed, he used to 
open the piece of cloth around his face and would cry.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) was there, and he did not tell him not to do it.  In other words, the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) saw him opening the cloth and did not say anything, which 
means that it is permissible to do.   
What about kissing a person?  In At-Tirmidh" 1000, Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) narrates 
that when the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) saw a companion was dying, she saw 
the tears coming out of his eyes, and he was kissing him.   
It is permissible to open the shroud and show his face, and the family member can kiss 
him (if he was one of those who could kiss the person while he was alive, i.e. a ma! ram). 
 
Bukh"r# 1241:  Abu Bakr kissed the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) after his death. 
 
Are we allowed to delay the funeral until a family member comes?  Bukh"r# 1252:  The 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒHasten the jan"zah.  If it was a good soul, then 
you are doing good to that soul.  If it was an evil soul, then it is an evil you are putting 
off of your necks.Ó Everyone is going to hear the torture of the soul from the animals 
and trees and rocks except for the human beings and jinn. 
 
It is permissible to delay for a slight time.  Any delay must be short and for a reason.  If 
the person died after *uhr, you can wait until after Ôa$r so that enough people are there 
to pray.  If a person died at night and the preparations cannot be done, then we can 
wait until the next day to wash and shroud the person.  Other than that, we cannot 
delay.  If the person dies in the morning, then we try to make the funeral arrangements 
in the same day, and if the person dies at night, then we try to have the funeral the 
next day. 
 
The questioning of the grave does not start until the person is buried and covered.  
There is no evidence that it occurs after people walk away 40 steps.  The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said after a person is buried, ÒAsk All!h  to keep him strong 
in these moments, he is being asked.Ó 
 
Sometimes by law we are forced to delay for a couple of days, but this is out of our 
hands.  If it is suspected that the person was murdered, then an autopsy may have to 
take place and cause delay and this is also out of our hands.  In your will or hospital 
form, you can waive the right to a routine autopsy to speed up the funeral.  Islamically, 
we are not allowed to tamper with the body in any way except if there is a necessity.  
Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) said, ÒBreaking the bones of a dead person is just like 
breaking the bones of a person who is alive.Ó  The scholars said that this means 
harming the person in any way is not permissible.  Treat the person as if he was still 
alive.  Even the water used to wash the body must be the same temperature you would 
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use if you were showering while alive.  Sometimes the person may not be dead yet, but 
even if they were, Islam teaches us to respect the body and treat it with dignity. 
 
Once you wrap the body, try to pay the debts as soon as possible so that the personÕs 
soul is not hung from their debts.  In the book of Al-* ! kim 258:  A body of a man was 
brought to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), and he asked, ÒIs there any debt on 
the person?Ó  They said, ÒYes, two d#n"rs.Ó  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did 
not pray $al"t al-jan"zah on this person because he had a debt until Abu Qatadah came 
and said he would pay the two d#n"rs.   
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe dead person is hung with his debt.Ó  
All!h  knows best what ÔhungÕ means and it is from the Ôilm al-ghayb.  The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) refused to pray on a person with a debt.  The general public 
prays on the person with a debt, but the leader of the community does not so that it is 
an example for other people. 
 
The scholars said that the one who leads $al"t al-jan"zah does not pray on the person 
because the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) left it, but he did not stop the others 
from praying.  Similarly, if a person was known in the community as a major sinner, 
then the leader of the community would leave praying $al"t al-jan"zah on the person to 
make an example, but it is permissible for everyone else to pray it. 
 
Remember to not do any innovations or anything you do not have an evidence for.  
What are some innovations that people do when a person dies before taking the body 
for washing? 
- Sometimes a person sits next to the body and recites QurÕ!n thinking that it calms 

the soul down, but there is no basis for this. 
- Some people put a mu$! af next to the personÕs head. 
- Sometimes they put light or a candle in the room so that it is not dark.  This comes 

from Eastern religions. 
- Sometimes people approach the body and ask it for forgiveness.  In the QurÕ! n, 

All! h says, ÒYou will not make the dead people hear.Ó 
- After a person dies, people say l" il"ha illa All"h, but this is from culture and not 

religion.   
- There is no evidence to put the person in the position of praying.  Keep the body in 

the neutral position.   
 

§ The Signs of a Righteous Death 
 
What are signs of a righteous death?  Remember that these are signs of a righteous 
death and are not a guarantee. 
 
- Im! m A%mad 1384:  , al%a ibn ÔUbaydull! h (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) said, ÒI know a word 

that no slave would say at the time of his death except that his color would be 
bright, and All!h  will elevate the hardships of this person.Ó  ÔUmar (ra' yAll"hu 
Ôanhu) said, ÒI know what it is!Ó  , al%a looked at him and said, ÒWhat is it?Ó  ÔUmar 
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said, ÒDo you know a word better than it?  It is a word that the Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) ordered his uncle to say at the time of death.  It is l" il"ha illa All"h.Ó  
, al%a said, ÒYou have spoken the truth.Ó  If a person says l" il"ha illa All"h or points 
with his finger, it is a good sign.   
 

- Al-* !kim  761 (authentic narration):  Abu Buraydah narrated that when his father 
was visiting his sick uncle, there was sweat on his forehead when he died, so he 
said, ÒAll!h u Akbar!  I heard the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) say that the 
death of the believer is by the sweating of the forehead.Ó   
 

- Im!m  A%mad 6582 (acceptable narration):  ÒNo Muslim dies on the day of jumuÔah or 
the night of jumuÔah except that All!h  will protect him from the tribulations of the 
grave.Ó  If a person died on the day or night of jumuÔah it is a good sign.  Someone 
may ask: what special thing did that person do to be protected from the grave?  
Look at it in a different way.  All!h  made the reasons for the person to die on a 
Friday because He wants that person to be protected from the tribulations of the 
grave. 
 

- Someone who dies in battle.  Al-Nas!Õi	
  1289: It was narrated that a man asked the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), ÒOh Prophet of All!h , why are the believers 
tested in their grave except for the shah#d?Ó  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒIt 
is enough of a test for him to see the sharpness of the swords above his head.Ó  The 
person being in battle is enough fitnah because he is giving his life in this battle, so 
they are not given this horror again in the grave and are protected.  The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe Muslim would not face two fears.Ó  This 
means that if the person faces that type of fear in the duny", then he will not face it 
in the "khirah. 

 
- Ab! Hurayrah narrates: ÒThey have passed on the Prophet (peace be upon him) 

with a funeral, so they mentioned good things about it. So he said, ‘It is indeed 
(good).Õ Then they passed with another one, and they mentioned bad things about 
it, so he said, ÔIt is indeed (bad).Õ And then he said, ÔYou are witnesses for each 
other.’” (Abū Dāwūd 3223) 
 
One of the signs of a righteous death is that people in general are mentioning good 
about the person.  This ! ad#th means that if a person died and the majority of the 
people are saying good things about this person, then insh"ÕAll"h it is a sign for the 
person that the died in a good way.  Someone may ask:  is it permissible to say 
something evil after a person died because of the narration Ômention the good 
things about the dead peopleÕ?  The narration of Ômention the good things about the 
dead peopleÕ is extremely weak.  If the person was doing a lot of sins in public, then 
everyone knows the evils of the person and would talk about it naturally.   
 
One day the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) asked ÔAbdull! h ibn MasÔ&d to 
recite the QurÕ!n.  He was shocked and said, ÒYou want me to recite it on you and it 
was sent to you?Ó  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒI would love to 
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hear it from someone else other than myself.Ó  ÔAbdull! h ibn MasÔ&d started reciting 
from S%rah Al-Nis"Õ and continued reading to verse 41.  When he recited that verse, 
the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) broke into heavy tears.  In verse 41, All!h  
says, ÒHow is it when We bring from each nation a witness and We bring you 
[Mu%ammad] as a witness on this nation.Ó  ÔYouÕ in this "yah is referring to the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam).  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) heard 
this verse and told ÔAbdull! h ibn MasÔ&d to stop reciting, and he cried.   
 
Is it a witness for or against the person?  It depends on the person.  The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) will be a witness for you or against you depending on 
your deeds.  If a person listened to the QurÕ!n and ! ad#th and applied what is in 
them, then it is a witness for the person.  If a person denied it, then the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) will be a witness against the person.   
 
It is narrated that as some people are approaching the ! aw' , angels will pull them 
away, and the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) will say, ÒThey are from my 
ummah!Ó  The angels will say, ÒYou do not know what they did after you. [in another 
narration:  They came on the reverse path.]Ó   
 

- )a! #!  Bukh"r# 6223:  Sahl ibn SaÔd narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) said, ÒThe slave will do from the actions of the people of Hellfire, and he is 
from the people of Paradise, and another will do the actions from the people of 
Jannah, but he is from the people of Hellfire.  The deeds depend on the last thing 
done.Ó  The person will be resurrected doing the last thing in this life.  One of the 
signs of a righteous death is a person dying while doing a good deed.  If a person 
died in $al"h, it is a good sign.  If a person died while reciting QurÕ!n, it is a good 
sign.  If a person dies while fasting, it is a good sign.  This is why it is encouraged to 
fast like the fasting of D!w&d (ÔalayhiÕl-sal"m). 

 
These signs are mentioned in the Sunnah.  The scholars said that these are signs and not 
guarantees. If we see a person die while smiling, we say that insh"ÕAll"h it is an 
indication of a good ending, but we donÕt have an evidence. 
 
After Ibr!h"m died, there was a solar eclipse and it reached the Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) that people were saying that this happened because his son died.  He 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe sun and the moon are the creation of All!h  and do 
not eclipse for anyone.Ó  Rain or eclipses are not signs for anyone because they are 
things that All!h  created and they follow a certain course. 
 
Part II   -   The Final Rites:  Returning the Person to Earth 
 
Chapter 5  |  Classifying Death 

 
§ False Classifications of Death 
 
The number of people who are falsely classified as dead yearly (Source: Death and Its 
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Causes, by Carrington and Mider): 

1. USA: more than 400 yearly 
2. London: 2175 in 22 years  
3. Amsterdam: 990 people in 25 years  
4. Hamburg: 107 people in 5 years  
5. How many not discovered? All!h knows best! 

 
Michel from Belgium was only 33 in April 1988 and he was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer.  The doctors told him he would live for one to two more years.  At one time 
during those years, he was in the hospital and he stopped breathing and his pulse 
stopped, and the doctors classified him as dead.  His family took him to the mortician, 
and as he was touching the body, he feels the body and said that this person was not yet 
dead.  The parents asked how he was not dead because the doctors had classified him as 
dead.  The doctors came and examined him and said he was dead.  The mortician said 
that he has been doing his job for 33 years and knew what a dead body felt like.  The 
parents took him back to the hospital and shocked the body several times, and he 
appeared to come back to life even though this was two days later.  In the 2009 printing 
of the book, this man was still alive.   
 
A child died at the age of seven, and the body was put in the freezer.  The nurse later 
took out the body so that a routine autopsy could be performed.  As she was preparing 
the tools, she saw the child move his hand, and she got scared.   
 
In a Muslim country, there was a girl who tried to commit suicide by burning herself.  
She burned herself and her body was completely charcoaled.  As they were making 
preparations, they found her saying in a faint voice asking for water.  She lived for 
some time even though she appeared to be completely burned. 
 
There was an accident with two trains in Egypt.  Hundreds of people died.  The doctors 
had limited spaces in the ambulances, so they were classifying people on the spot.  One 
man had a van and was trying to take some bodies to clear the area.   All of a sudden, he 
felt the hand of one of the supposedly dead bodies.  The man survived the accident. 
 
§ Signs of Death 
 
Umm Salamah (may All!h be pleased with her) said, ÒThe Prophet (peace be upon him) 
entered on Abū Salamah when his vision opened wide, then he said, ‘When the soul is 
taken away, the vision follows.ÕÓ (Sa!"! Al-JāmiÔ 8554) 
 
- Use a mild flashlight to see if the pupils change or not.  The Prophet ($allall"hu 

Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that when the soul dies, the vision follows. 
There is another method to check for brain activity called COWS:  if you put cold 
water in the personÕs ear, the eyes will look opposite of the direction of where cold 
water was put.  If you put warm water in the personÕs ear, the person looks in the 
direction of the same ear.  This shows brain activity. 
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- Check for the pulse.  This may not be the most effective way because the person 

may have a faint pulse. 
- Check for breathing.  If a person has faint breathing, it is hard to detect.  Use a 

mirror near a personÕs nose, and if some fog builds, then you know that the person 
is still breathing even faintly. 

- The body is cold.  The body loses ~1¡C (~0.5¡F) per hour after death.  The normal 
body temperature is 37¡C (98¡F). 

- The body becomes lighter because the humidity comes out of the body and 
evaporates.  This is not something easily discovered practically. 

- Check the elasticity of the skin.  If a person is alive, if you pinch the skin it will go 
back to the original shape.  A dead personÕs skin loses elasticity.   

 
There is no harm to try CPR just in case, but you only have four to five minutes to do it 
before brain cells start dying without oxygen.   
 
Chapter 6  |  Washing the Body 
 
What are the evidences that is far'  kif"yah? 
- Bukh"r# 1206:  ÒWash with water and sidr.Ó  There are some leaves that when you put 

them in water and move the water, it would form some bubbles.  If you donÕt have 
sidr, you can use soap to wash the person. 

- For praying on him in Bukh"r# 2173:  ÒPray on your friend.Ó 
- For burying the person:  S%rah ÔAbasa v. 21: All!h  said, ÒThen He made him die, then 

He made him go into his grave.Ó 
- For shrouding, the proof is in the same ! ad#th:  ÒÉand shroud him in his clothesÉÓ 
 
If the dead person has very limited money, then the priority is for his burial.  The 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) ordered us to hasten the burial.  There is a minority 
opinion amongst the scholars that say the debt may be higher in priority because it is 
an obligation on the person, and the burial is a collective obligation.   
 
Bukh"r# 1851:  There was a man on his camel in ÔUmrah.  He fell from the camel and the 
camel stepped on him and killed him.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, 
ÒWash him with water and sidr and shroud him in his two pieces of clothes.Ó  Did the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) ask if the person had a debt or not first?  No.  
Therefore, one group of scholars said that the cost of the burial has the priority over 
debts.  The other group said that it is a collective obligation for the burial, so if the 
person does not have the money, then the community would raise it, and the debt is a 
personal obligation; therefore, it must be paid first.  This is the strongest opinion. 
 
All!h  elevated human beings over other creatures.  When other creatures die, you dig 
enough to bury them and cover them with sand.  For Muslims, we wash them, shroud 
them, and then dig and bury the person.  This is out of the elevation:  ÒAnd We have 
elevated the son of Bani 'dam .Ó   
 



Qabeelat Hosna                                                    The Last Breath:  Fiqh of Death and Inheritance 
March 2011                                                                                           Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeem 

46 

 
What has priority:  debt or zak"h?  Debt.  The scholars said that one of All!h Õs Names is 
Al-Ghani (the One who doesnÕt need anyone or anything).  All!h  would know if that 
person may have had the zak"h but had circumstances in which it was not able to be 
paid.  If no one paid the human being, no one would compensate him.   
 
The cost of the burial should come from the personÕs money.  What is the evidence for 
this?  In Bukh"r# 1851:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), ÒShroud him in his 
clothes.Ó  This is an indication that the cost should come out of the personÕs money.   
 
If someone has a debt of $20,000 but when he dies he has $50,000, then his family is 
required to pay the debt before distributing the inheritance.  However, if the person 
has a debt of $100,000 and at the time of death the man has $50,000, then the family is 
required to pay the $50,000 but they are not required to pay the balance of $50,000.  
The debt does not transfer to the family, but if they pay it, then it is good and you will 
be rewarded, but you are not Islamically required to pay it.   
 
What is the evidence that the spouses can wash each other? 
Ibn Majah 1465:  Abu Bakr asked that his wife Asma would wash him.  There is another 
narration that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said about his wife Ô'Õishah, ÒIf 
you die before me, I would have washed you.Ó 
 
What is the evidence for the parent not being allowed to wash children that are older?  
In all of the narrations that we have, it has never been narrated that someone did so.  
Only people from the same gender washed each other.  There are indications in the 
QurÕ!n also:  ÒThey only show the beautiful parts of the body would not be shown to 
anyone other than what appears normally.Ó   
 
§ General Guidelines 
 
Who has more right to wash the person?   
The priority goes to whomever he/she names in the will.  After that, it goes to whom 
the relatives agree.  If there is a dispute, then we follow the order, which we will learn 
in the chapter of inheritance (the closest person and then the one after and then the 
one after).  It is far'  kif"yah upon the people in the community. 
 
What is the evidence that we take the closer of the relatives?   
S%rah Al-Anf" l v. 75: ÒThe people of the kinship are more deserving to each other.Ó  The 
explanation is that the one who has more right to deal with the person is the one who 
is closer to them from the family. 
 
One of the manners when washing the body is that you should not mention any of the 
marks or bad signs that you see on the body.  It is an amaanah in front of All!h .  The 
evidence is in Al-* !kim  354:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said:   
ÒWhoever washes a Muslim and then covers what he sees, All!h would forgive him 
forty times.Ó (Al-!"kim  354) 
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Cover the bad things.  You can mention the good things.  If you are going to mention 
the bad things, then do so in a place where no one would know who you are speaking 
about. 
 
§ How to Wash the Body 
 
ÔAbb! d ibn ÔAbdull! h ibn Al-Zubayr heard Ô'Õishah say when they wanted to wash the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam):  ÒShould we undress him as we undress the people?  
Or should we leave him as is?Ó  They went to sleep and saw a sign to wash him.  She 
said, ÒIf I knew this was going to happen, then no one else would wash him except his 
wives.Ó  ÔAli and Us! ma ibn Zayd washed him ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam).  
ÔAbdulRa%m! n ibn ÔAwf joined them in the middle and also helped.  ÔAli said that the 
one who has more right to wash him is his family members. 
 
 
 
1. To hide him in a room. 

Make sure the room is locked and no one will see.  It is a scene that will scare many 
people if they see a dead person.   
Who should be attending?  The person who is washing and the minimum number of 
people to get the job done.  Do not make it an event with ten or fifteen people.  The 
scholars mention that it is recommended that you invite one of the family members 
who may not be a practicing Muslim because it may cause them to repent to All!h . 
 
Many times when people see what happens to their family members and the scene 
of death, they repent to All!h . 
 

2. Covering the private parts:  For both the man and the woman. 
If it is a man, cover between the navel and the knees.  For the woman, cover 
between the chest and the knees.  Some scholars used an analogy:  the Ôawrah for a 
woman in front of a woman is like for the men and between the navel and the 
knees.  The understanding from the QurÕ!n:  they should not show their zina 
(beautiful parts) except what naturally what people would see (arms, hair, legs, 
neck). 
 

3. To uncover him:  The proof was mentioned earlier. 
 

4. To raise his head and press on his stomach. 
Wear a thick glove when performing this washing.  [During one step later, you have 
to wash the private parts, and you do not want to feel them.] 
Press hard on the stomach.  You are trying to get the dirt out of the body that 
normally comes out.  You are not trying to empty the body completely.  You want 
this to come out so that it does not come out later because you would have to repeat 
the washing.  Usually fluid comes out of the mouth and sometimes out of the back. 
 

5. To wash the private parts: 
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Make sure to wear thick gloves.  You can have the water hose in one hand and use 
the other hand to wash the private parts from the front and back.  The objective is 
to wash most of it and clean any najasa as much as possible. 
 
If by mistake you touch the private parts of the person with your skin, then if you 
had wu' %Õ, you would have to repeat it.  Wu' %Õ is not necessary for washing the dead 
person. 
 
Can a woman in her period wash another woman?  Yes. 

 
6. To give them ablution:  because of the proof above (should we wash the nose and 

mouth?) 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to those who were washing his daughter 
Zaynab, ÒStart with her right parts and the areas of her ablution.Ó (Al-Bukhārī 3/99) 
 
- The sunnah is to start from the right and then the left.  When you are alive, it is 

sunnah to start with the hands.  You can start washing the body with the hands, 
but you can also leave it because it is one of the sunan of wu' %Õ.  Wash the right 
hand and then the left hand.  Wash between the fingers.   

- For the dead person, we do not wash the nose and mouth because when the 
person is alive, then he can take it out, but with the dead person it may not 
come out.  These are also from the sunnah of wu' %Õ (except for Im!m  A%madÕs 
opinion that it is a requirement).  The verse in the QurÕ!n:  ÒO you who have 
believed, when you rise to [perform] prayer, wash your faces and your forearms 
to the elbows and wipe over your heads and wash your feet to the anklesÉÓ 
These are the requirements of the wu' %Õ. 

- Wash the face.  Make sure the water temperature is the same as that you would 
use when showering.  The objective is to clean the body and not make it shine.   

- Wash the arms up to the elbow. 
- Wash the head.  Make sure water does not enter the ears.  At the end, wash the 

two feet and make sure to wash between the toes. 
- After that is finished, then wash the rest of the body.  Ask your assistant to raise 

the body on its side and wash the right side of the back first and then the right 
leg until the bottom.  Then raise the body on the other side and wash from the 
back all of the way down to the end of the leg. 

 
7. To wash his body with sidr  

Sidr are leaves that when put in water releases bubbles.  You can use soap.  Wash 
gently.  Wash the right side first.   
 
You could substitute sidr with soap.  The temperature of the water should be warm 
(bath temperature).  Wash gently.  Start with the right side first. 
 

8. The number of times to wash: 
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In Bukh"r#:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was telling the women to wash 
his daughter Zaynab and said, ÒWash her three or five or seven times.  Or more if 
you need.Ó  
The sunnah is to start with washing three times.  If it doesnÕt clean everything, then 
wash five or seven or nine times (an odd number) until the body is clean enough.  
The sunnah is an odd number of times when washing.  Increase in the number of 
times as long as it is an odd number until the person is clean to the best of your 
ability. 

 
9. Wash the last wash with kāfūr 

Bukh"r# 1253:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) told the women washing his 
daughter:  ÒMake in the last wash, add something from k!f"r .Ó  Kāfūr is a block that 
is made into a powder.  It has a good smell and repels insects from attacking the 
body and slows down the decomposition of the body. 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) told us not to waste water. 
 
This can be substituted with what is available in your community.  Some 
communities import kāfūr.  Others have something equivalent to it.  This is Sunnah 
to use kāfūr.  If you donÕt have it, then you can use some mild perfume.  Perfume can 
be used on the bodies of dead women. 
 
Some morticians use alternatives, and as long as the ingredients do not have 
anything impermissible (i.e. pork products), then it is permissible.   

 
10. To dry the body after washing 

Dry the body very well.  Use a towel to dry the person. 
 

11. What is the ruling if some dirt came out? 
What if after you finish washing, some dirt comes out?  Should you repeat the 
washing or do you just wash the area where dirt is?  If the dirt came out in the 
middle of the washing, then you would repeat it.  If the dirt came out after the 
washing, then just wash the area where it came out. 
 

12. To cut his nails or trim his moustache 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said five things are from the fi(rah, 
including cutting the nails and pulling out the hair of the underarms. 
 
You do not pull out hair, but you can cut the nails or trim the moustache for the 
men. 
 

13. The hair:  It should not be combed, as it might fall or break. 
The woman:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) ordered them to make three 
pony tails to his daughterÕs hair, and to put it behind her. (Al-Bukhārī 3/99) 
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For the men, leave the hair as is.  For the women, pull the hair to the back and make 
three pony tails and tie it and leave it at the back.   

 
14. Taking a shower after washing 

Ibn * ibb! n 751:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWhoever washes a 
dead person should make ghusl.  Whoever carries him, then let him do wu' %Õ.Ó  This 
means carrying him in any part of the process.  The sunnah is for the person who 
did the washing to take a shower.  In Daraqutni 191:  Ibn ÔUmar said, ÒWe used to 
wash the dead people so some of us take a shower after and some of us donÕt.Ó  It is 
optional to take a shower, but if the person who is washing touches the private 
parts of the person by mistake, then he would have to make wu' %Õ because of the 
! ad#th of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam):  ÒWhoever touches the private 
parts needs to make wu' %Õ.Ó  Touching means skin to skin. 

 
What about placing the body in the shape of $al"h?  Is that permissible?  There is no 
evidence that tells us to put the person in this position, and it is an innovation.  Leave 
the person in normal position with the hands down.  
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWhoever stays away from my Sunnah, he 
is not from me.Ó  It is a sin to continuously stay away from the Sunnah without a reason.   
 
Islamically it is acceptable to use the pill that makes it easy to remove the dirt from 
inside the body as long as the pill does not contain anything ! ar"m. 
 
§ Special Rulings Regarding Washing 
 
1. Washing the embryo. 

If there was a miscarriage and an embryo comes out, should we wash, shroud, and 
perform jan!zah on the embryo or leave it as it is?  It depends on the time the 
embryo died.  In Bukh"r# 3036, ÔAbdull! h ibn MasÔ&d narrated that the prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒYou are in your mother as a sperm for 40 days and 
then 40 days as an Ôalaq and 40 days as a mudaghah, and then All!h  sends the angel 
to blow the soul.Ó  After 120 days, the embryo becomes a person.  We would 
perform the washing and shroud them and pray on them.   

 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) mentioned 120 days and no one had 
mentioned it before him.  One of the top embryologists (Keith Moore) in the world 
in Toronto read the ! ad#th of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam).  He did a study 
and found that the embryo is given life on the 120th day.  When he made the new 
edition of his book, he changed the table of contents and used the Islamic stages 
because he said that they are more accurate. 
 
When it comes to $al"t al-janāzah, it is better to pray it, but it is optional in this case.  
Remember that you are not just making duÔ"Õ for the dead but also the parents and 
family. 
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Im!m  A%mad 267:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam)Õs son Ibr!h"m died when 
18 months old and the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did not pray janāzah on 
him.  In another narration, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said ÒWe pray on 
the miscarriage.Ó  Because the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did it sometimes 
and left it sometimes, it is sunnah. 
 
Give the embryo a name.  On the Day of Judgment, they will be called with their 
name.  If you donÕt know the gender, scholars say to choose a neutral name. 
 
Because the baby was given a soul, you still have to do an Ôaq#qah for the baby if you 
have the means.  For a male, slaughter two sheep, and for a female slaughter one 
sheep.  Feed people from the community from it.  If in doubt as to the gender, then 
slaughter two to be on the safe side.   
 
Wash as much as you can and shroud them.   
 
 
 

2. Washing the person who committed suicide 
 

Treat them like a Muslim and wash them and shroud them.  The only one who does 
not pray $al"t al-janāzah on the person is the leader of the community because 
suicide is a major sin.  We do not judge the person and maybe that person had 
severe depression.  If the leader of the community knows the reasons behind the 
suicide, he may choose to pray $al"t al-jan!zah on the person.  There is no evidence 
to say that a person who commits suicide is outside of the fold of Islam, but suicide 
is a major sin. 
 

3. Could a woman in her period wash the dead? 
Yes, a woman in her period can still wash someone else.   
 

4. Could a divorced widow wash her husband? 
It depends on her Ôiddah.  If she is still in her Ôiddah, then Islamically she is still 
considered his wife.  In S%rah Al-+al"q, All!h  says, ÒDo not make them leave their 
homes.Ó  Islamically, the woman is required after divorce to stay with her husband 
in that period unless she did a major sin (i.e. zin") or if it is an abusive marriage.  
Why?  One of the purposes of the Ôiddah is that it is a time when they can think. 
All!h  may open their hearts and they may come back together.   
 
After the third divorce, they cannot wash each other. 
 

5. Should we wash a non-Muslim dead person? 
When Abu ,!lib  died, Ali came and asked the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), 
ÒWhat should I do with your uncle?Ó  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒGo and 
cover him.Ó  This means that the person is buried, but you do not need to wash or 
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shroud or do anything else.  Washing and shrouding is specific to the Muslim 
person who died.   
 
Do the non-Muslims wash their own people when they die?  The majority do not.   
 
Rule in fiqh:  it is not allowed to postpone mentioning a rule if the time of that rule 
came.  In other words, if it was required to wash, then the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) would have mentioned it at the time of the death of Abu ,!lib .   
 
In the Battle of Badr when the mushrik#n died, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) asked the companions to take the bodies and put them in a dry well and 
cover the well. 
 

6. What if we canÕt wash someone? 
If someone has a skin disease or parts of their body may be burned and would fall 
apart if washed, what do we do?  Scholars mentioned that if we cannot give the 
person washing or wu' %Õ, then we should do tayammum.    Hit your hands on a clean 
surface or clean sand or soil and wipe your hands on the body.  Another group of 
scholars said to bury the person as is without tayammum because the ! ad#th said 
wash three or five or seven times or more, and wu' %Õ is only three times so an 
analogy cannot be used.   
 
If you have fears about a contagious disease, you may use gloves or leave it 
altogether. 

 
7. If a body was bleeding a little amount, then wash the blood away.  If the body is 

bleeding an excessive amount, then try to stop it using cloth because the blood will 
clot. 

 
§ Rulings on Organ Donation 
 
In the city of Makkah, 45 scholars from different countries and madh"hib held a closed 
conference to discuss this topic because it is one of the most sensitive questions.  At the 
end, 44 of them agreed on what they proposed:  It is permissible to do organ donations, 
but certain conditions must be met. 
 
The main evidence:  It is the least of the principles in fiqh  -  the lesser of two harms.  
One harm is giving away the organ and the greater harm is that if the person doesnÕt 
get the organ, then he may die. 
 
A- Permissible reasons for organ donations: 

1- To preserve life  
2- To protect a biological function 

 
The reason to give an organ must be either to keep someone alive or to protect a vital 
function of the body.  Someone cannot donate an organ for cosmetic purposes.   



Qabeelat Hosna                                                    The Last Breath:  Fiqh of Death and Inheritance 
March 2011                                                                                           Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeem 

53 

 
 
B- Taking permission: 

1- The dead person in the will  
2- The inheritors  
3- The ruler (if he was unknown) 

 
Permission must be taken either from the person before he dies or from the inheritors 
or from the leader of the Muslim community if it was not known who the family 
members are. 
 
C- Ways of confirming death: 

1- Brain Death 
2- Heart Failure 

 
If someone was living on life support and we know that if we remove them from life 
support that they may or may not live, what is the ruling?  The scholars mentioned that 
we would have two just Muslim doctors (meaning their witness is accepted and they 
are known to be practicing), and they give their opinions independently about whether 
the person will live or die if taken off of life support.  If both agree that the person will 
not live after the life support, then we would remove the life support.  If both of the 
doctors say that there is a chance the person may live, then we should keep the person on 
life support.  If there is a dispute, then a third doctor is consulted.  The evidence:  All!h 
said, ÒAsk the people of knowledge if you do not know.Ó   
 
D- Ruling on autopsy: 

1- To know the reason of death  
2- To study the disease  
3- To learn medicine (conditions) 

 
The ruling on routine autopsy is that it is not permissible.  The autopsy is permissible if it 
is suspected that the person may be murdered.  The evidence: ÒBreaking the bones of the 
person who is dead is like breaking the bones of the person who is alive.Ó  In your will, 
make sure to waive the routine autopsy. 
 
E- Conditions to do educational autopsy: 

1- The personÕs blood is not protected (who?)  
The person should not be from those whose blood is protected:  Muslims and 
people of the Book who are protected by a treaty.  We cannot use the bodies from 
these categories for research. 
In Saudia Arabia, they obtain bodies from China to perform educational 
autopsies. 

2- The acceptance of his inheritors  
3- To do only what is necessary  

If research is being done on a specific limb, then you only use as much as you 
need so that you donÕt abuse the body of the person.  The area research is being 
done on should be uncovered. 
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4- That men perform autopsy on men, and women on women 

If it is a person of the opposite gender, then the person should not be left alone in 
the room. 

 
By default, you do not put that you are an organ donor on your license because there is 
no guarantee that non-Muslim doctors will follow.  What you can do is put it in your 
will. 
 
Chapter 7  |  Shrouding the Dead 
 
§ Rules on Shrouding the Dead 
 
The number of recommended shrouds for women: 5 
Recommended number of shrouds for men:  3  
Recommended number of shrouds for a person who died in i!r"m :  2  
Absolute minimum number of shrouds if a person cannot afford 3 or 5:  1  
 
 
 
1. To shroud the man in ____ clothes.  3 
In )a! #!  Bukh"r#, Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) was shrouded in three white pieces of cloth not including his shirt or turban. 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was washed with his clothes on. 
 
For other people, use three layers of cloth over their body. 
 
It is enough to use _____. One 
The Sunnah is to use the color _______.  White 
 
In Al-Tirmidhi:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWear from your clothes 
white because it is the best.  Shroud your dead in it.Ó   
 
In Al-* !kim :  There is a narration that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was 
shrouded in white. 
 
The sunnah is to use white for men and women.  White is recommended, but you can 
use any neutral color.  If something has stripes, it is fine.  Make sure that there are no 
unIslamic symbols and no symbols from flags and no text. 
 
2. Shrouding a woman in _____ clothes.  Five 
Umm Atiya (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) said:  ÒWe have shrouded her [Zaynab bint Mu%ammad] 
in five pieces of clothes.Ó 

 
Regarding women, there are different ways.  You can use five the same way as men, 
making five layers.  Another method: one can be used to cover the upper part and one 
to cover the lower part and then three to wrap around.  This was kept open in the 
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religion and not specific so that it is easy for everyone to do it.  The objective is that the 
person is completely covered in the end. 
 
We are forbidden from using expensive clothing.  In Abu D!w&d:  Ali ibn Ab" ,!lib  said,  
ÒDo not buy expensive shrouds because I heard the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
say, ÔDo not buy an expensive shroud because it is taken away quickly.ÕÓ  This means 
that it rots quickly when you bury the person. 
 
You can use biodegradable cloth.  

 
3. Not wasting time in shrouding 

 
4. Is it permissible to shroud in a garment?  Yes. 
 
It is permissible to use a cape.  There is a narration in )a! #!  Bukh"r#:  Sahl ibn SaÔd said a 
woman gave the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) a cape as a gift.  One of the 
companions said, ÒWhat a beautiful thing you are wearing.  Cover me with it, oh 
Prophet of All!h .Ó  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) gave it to him as a gift.  The 
companions came to him and told him that he did not do something good.  The man 
said, ÒI know that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) does not reject anyone when 
he asks him.  I donÕt want it for this duny", but I wanted it to be my shroud when I die 
because the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) wore it.Ó   
 
5. To perfume it with incense three times 
 
In Ibn * ibb! n 752:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒIf you use incense on 
the dead person, then do it three times.Ó  This is sunnah for both men and women.   
 
6. To close the holes of the dead person 
 
Before you shroud the person, place a cloth on a table folded in a rectangle.  Move the 
person on top of it and cover the holes of the person from the front and back and use 
another piece of cloth or string around it and tie it to make sure that the holes are 
closed and nothing later comes out.   
 
7. Putting the dead person on the shroud 
8. To perfume it all 
9. To start wrapping from the right 
10. After one cloth is wrapped, you could pull the towel from above his Ôawrah 
11. Repeat with all remaining clothes 
12. Twist the end of each cloth from top and bottom, then wrap it with a rope 
 
It is sunnah to start wrapping the body from the right side first.  Because the shroud is 
longer than the body, take the two ends and twist them and either make a knot or tie 
them.  If you have more than one layer, close each layer and then take the ends and use 
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a rope or string to tie it closed.  Before closing completely, you can take out the towel 
that is covering the Ôawrah. 
 
§ Rulings on Preparing a Dead Mu!rim 
 
Ibn ÔAbbās narrated, “A man was standing with the Prophet (peace be upon him) in 
ÔAraf!t, and then he fell off of his camel, so it stepped on him and killed him. So it was 
mentioned to the Prophet (peace be upon him), so he said, ÔWash him with water and 
sidr, shroud him in 2 clothes, do not perfume him, and do not cover his head.ÕÓ Ab! 
Ayyūb added, “He will be resurrected on the Day of Judgment doing talbiyah.Ó In 
another narration: ÒWash him in the 2 clothes that he was wearing, wash him with 
water and sidr, shroud him in his 2 clothes, do not make perfume touch him, and do not 
cover his head, as he will be resurrected in i! rām.Ó (Al-J!miÔ 8591)  
 
A mu!rim is a person who died while in a state of iḥrām.  The head is kept uncovered, 
and he is not perfumed.  He will be resurrected making talbiyah.   
 
The woman is also buried in the clothes that she was wearing.  The womanÕs face or 
head is covered until the last moment before placing her in the grave when no one will 
see her anymore.  This is a protection so that no one looks at the woman. 
 
Should we finish the Hajj or the ÔUmrah on behalf of the person who died?  In u$%lÕl-fiqh, 
there is a rule that if there was a ruling, then it would not be delayed.  The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did not tell the people to finish the Hajj or ÔUmrah of the 
person.  Therefore, we would not finish it on their behalf (this is the opinion of the vast 
majority), and insh"ÕAll"h they would get the full reward as if they finished it.  The 
minority opinion amongst some of the * anafi scholars is that we do finish it on their 
behalf. 
 
§ Preparing those who Died in Battle 
 
ÒThe Prophet (peace be upon him) ordered that the irons and skins (armors) on those 
who died in U!ud should be taken, and they should be buried in their clothes and 
bloods.Ó (Al-J!miÔ 8639) 
 
If someone dies in a battle, we take whatever weapons and armor they had and bury 
them in their clothes and blood as is.  Remove any items they have on them that may 
be valuable or beneficial (i.e. armor, weapons, walkie-talkies).  They are not washed 
because of another narration where the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, 
ÒWhen they are resurrected, their blood with be the color of blood, but its smell will be 
that of musk.Ó 
 
What if the person was in jan! bah?  Hanbalah was in a state of janābah, and the angels 
washed him.  This was a special case for him.   
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When a person dies in a battle, we say insh"ÕAll"h the person is a shah#d.  We cannot say 
for sure because maybe the person was fighting for money or something else.   
 
Should we pray janāzah on the person who died as a shah#d?   
In An-Nas!Õi, when the companions died in U! ud, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) did not pray jan!zah on them.  Later after 9 years, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) passed by that area and prayed janāzah on them.  Therefore, the scholars said 
that it is optional to pray janāzah for the shah#d.  [It would be a hardship on the people 
in battle to perform jan!zah on everyone who died.] 
 
Where is the shah#d buried? 
In Al-Tirmidhi, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒBury the people who are 
shah#d in their place.Ó  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) ordered that the people 
who died in Uḥud were buried where they died.  This does not mean the same spot but 
in the same area.  When some of the companions died in Al-ÔAqiq (seven miles from 
Madinah, which is traveling distance), they took them back to Madinah and buried 
them in BaqiÔ.  If a city is nearby, we can take them there as long as it is the traveling 
distance.  Ibn +Abb!s said that the traveling distance is four burd (each burd is 30 miles 
or 20.5 km); therefore 84 km is considered a traveling distance. 
 
It is not permissible to move the body more than a traveling distance because it delays 
the burial.  Why would we base traveling on a distance instead of time?  The wisdom 
Islamically is not just by the time.  You are a stranger when you move away from your 
town, and you may not know where to get the resources. 
 
Ibn * ibb! n 910:  All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la) forbade the land from eating the bodies of 
the messengers.  When it comes to the shah#d, there is no authentic evidence.  If 
someoneÕs body is found later and not decomposed, it may be a karamah for the person 
from All!h .  For example, when , al%a and Zubayr were dug up years after they died, 
their bodies were not decomposed. 
 
What about the other types of shah#d that we know? 
The different types of shah#d mentioned in Abu D!w&d:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) said the shuhad"Õ are the following:  someone who had the plague (or scholars 
say any pandemic), a person who dies in a fire, a person who dies from drowning, 
someone who has sickness in their stomach, and someone who dies under a building 
that collapsed [scholars now use the analogy of a car accident because the person is 
crushed], and the woman who dies in her pregnancy.Ó  In another narration in al-
Nas!Õi:  ÒWhoever was killed defending his money, blood or religion or family or was 
killed because of oppression.Ó  All of these people receive the reward of the shah#d, but 
when it comes to washing and shrouding, we treat them like a normal person and wash, 
shroud, and bury them.  What is the evidence for this?  ÔUmar (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) was 
killed and died from a stab wound as a shah#d, but they washed, shrouded, and buried 
him. 
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What if someone died in battle but there are no wounds (i.e. maybe he died from a 
disease or heart attack)?  There is a dispute over this, but we treat them as a shah#d.  
Some scholars said that if we cannot see blood, then we do not follow the ! ad#th.  The 
majority said that we treat him like a shah#d. 
 
What if someone had wounds in the battle but died later Ð is he treated like a shah#d?  
The scholars said that if the person died shortly after, then he is considered a shah#d.  If 
a person dies months later from complications, then he is treated like a normal person. 
 
Chapter 8  |  The Jan!zah Prayer 
 
What is the virtue for praying $al"t al-janāzah?   
ÒNo Muslim dies with 40 people standing to his funeral, all are interceding for him, 
except that All!h intercedes for them.Ó (Muslim 2422) 
 
What is the difference in the number of people who pray on a person?  If a person was 
loved in the community, then more people would want to go and pray $al"t al-jan!zah 
on them.   
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWhoever attends $al"t al-janāzah will get 
one carat.  Whoever stays with the jan!zah until he is buried will receive two carats.Ó  
The companions asked, ÒWhat are the two carats?Ó  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) said, ÒIt is like two huge mountains.Ó   
 
§ Rules on Praying on the Dead 
 
The ruling on praying $al"t al-jan!zah is far'  kif"yah.  If no one does it, then everyone is 
sinful.   
 
1. The best place to pray on him 
 
The best place to pray on a person is an open space.   
In )a! #!  Bukh"r# 1245:  Abu Hurayrah narrated that when Al-Naj! shi died, the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) ordered people to go into the open space, and he lined them 
up and led them with four takb#r"t in $al"t  al-jan!zah.  The scholars say that based on 
this, the open space is better, but it is permissible in the masjid.  What is the wisdom?  
When you pray in an open space, the passersby will know that there is a jan!zah and 
would join the prayer.  Also, it is daÔwah.   
 
What is the evidence for praying $al"t al-jan!zah in the masjid? 
In )a! #!  Muslim 973:  Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) ordered that the jan!zah of SaÔd ibn Abi 
Waqq! - was to be done in the masjid, and the people complained to her, and she said, 
ÒHow fast do people forget?  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did not pray on 
Suhayl ibn Baydah except in the masjid.Ó  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did it 
occasionally so that we would know that it is permissible. 
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What about the graveyard?  We cannot pray in the graveyard because of a ! ad#th of the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) that the entire earth is a masjid except for the 
graveyards and the bathroom.  This is regarding all types of $al"h, but for $al"t al-
janāzah, it is permissible to pray it in the graveyard because there is no ruk%Ô or suj%d. 
 
In Ibn * ibb! n 1698:  Anas Ibn M! lik narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) forbade people from praying janāzah between the graveyards. 
 
There is another narration.  A slave woman used to clean the masjid.  The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did not see her for a few days and asked the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) about her.  They told him, ÒOh Prophet of All!h , she died 
and we buried her.Ó  He said, ÒShouldnÕt you have told me?Ó  They didnÕt want to 
bother the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) every time someone died.  The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒShow me her grave.Ó  He went to her grave and 
prayed jan!zah at her grave. 
 
Before the person is buried, you would not pray $al"t  al-janāzah in the graveyard.  After 
the person is buried, if you did not catch the $al"t  al-jan!zah, then you can go to the 
graveyard and pray $al"t al-jan!zah on the person.  Is there a time limit?  The scholars 
said up to two months after the personÕs death.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) prayed on the woman one month after she died.  An exception would be if there 
is a person that no one prayed jan!zah on at all.  For example, no one prayed jan!zah on 
the people who died at U%ud. 
 
2. The place where the im!m would stand 
 
The head is always on the right side.  For a man, the im!m stands in front of the head of 
the person.  For a woman, the im!m stands at the middle. 
 
What if a family died in an accident so there is the man, woman, boy, and girl?  How do 
we line them up?  First, the body of the man is put in front of the im!m and then the 
boy and then the woman and then the girl.  If there were more, then you would put the 
men first and then the boys and then the women and then the girls.  They are placed in 
a way where the heads of the men and boys are at the im!m and the bodies of the 
women are shifted so that their middle is where the im!m is.  The middles of the 
woman are placed so that their middles are at the menÕs heads.  The daughters are 
placed so that their middles are at the menÕs heads. 
 
Who leads the $al"h?  The one who knows more of the QurÕ!n.  We line them up in the 
order of how much QurÕ!n they knew if we know.  In the Battle of U%ud, sometimes 
they were not able to dig many graves, so they would put more than one dead person in 
the grave, which is permissible for us if there arenÕt enough holes or if there is a high 
expense.  The qur"Õ are put on top.  Even in the time of death, the qur"Õare leading the 
others. 
 
3. The number of lines 
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Al-Tabarani:  the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) had seven people with him and 
lined them up 3 Ð 2 Ð 2.  The best number of lines is three, but if there is lack of space, 
make an odd number of lines. 
 
In Bukh"r# and Muslim:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒNo one from the 
believers would die except that a large number of Muslims would pray on him and 
reach three lines except that All!h  would forgive that person.Ó   
 
The sunnah is three lines.  If there are a lot of people, then people should line up in an 
odd number of lines.   
 
In a normal $al"h, if there are two people the person stands to the right of the im!m.  In 
$al"t  al-janāzah, the person stands behind the im!m to increase the number of lines. 
This is an exception to the rule. 
 
Do we count the total number of lines for the men and sisters?  No.  It is three lines for 
men and three lines for women.  (The im!m is not counted as a line) 
 
When there are only two people praying, the second person should stand behind the 
im!m because the objective is to increase the number of lines.   
 
4. The number of Takb!ras 
 
How is $al"t  al-janāzah performed?  The minimum number of takbīras is four, and this is 
what the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did often.  There are narrations that the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) prayed with five, seven, and up to nine takbīras.  In 
the first, recite S%rah Al-F"ti! ah only.  It was not narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) read anything else after.  You can read duÔ"Õ al-istifta!  before reciting 
S%rah Al-F"ti! ah because it is a sunnah, but in general keep $al"t  al-janāzah short. 
 
Do we raise the hands when praying $al"t  al-janāzah?  For the first takb!ra, all madh"hib 
said that it is w"jib and a requirement to raise the hands.  However, when it comes to 
the other rakaÔahs, then in the * anafi madh-hab, they say that it is optional to raise the 
hands.  Other madh"hib said that it is sunnah to raise the hands.  The * anafis do not 
raise the hands in the second, third, and fourth.  Sh! fiÔi and * anbali say that it is sunnah 
to raise the hands.  The best thing is to follow the im!m. 
 
After the second takbīra, read the following from the tashahhud.   
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This is mentioned in Bukh"r# 3189. 
 
After the third takbīra, make duÔ"Õ for the dead person and their family members and 
the dead amongst the Muslims, and you can include yourself.  Is there any specific 
duÔ"Õ?  There are many duÔ"Õs mentioned in Fortress of a Muslim that were said by the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam).  It is permissible to make duÔ"Õ in any language 
because this is not an obligatory $al"h.   
 
After the fourth takbīra, make one sal"m on the right side.  In the book of Al-* !kim , it 
was mentioned that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) made one tasl#ma on the 
right side, and this is an obligation.  The majority of narrations mention one sal"m. 
Other narrations mentioned that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did sal"m on 
the left side.  The * anafis said that you are required to do both, but others said the 
second one is optional.  Follow the im!m.   
 
What is the evidence for more than four takb!ras? 
Bayhaqi 6728:  ÔAbdull! h ibn Abi ÔAwf mentioned that the companions were praying 
$al"t  al-janāzah and he did takbīras four times, and then after the fourth takb!ra, he 
waited for a while so they thought he was going to do a fifth takb!ra, and then he did the 
sal"m on the right side.  He then asked, ÒDid you think that I was going to pray five?Ó  
They said, ÒNo.Ó  He said, ÒThe Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) used to pray four 
takb!ras.Ó  The M! likis and Sh! fiÔis said it is permissible to make duÔ"Õ after the fourth 
takb!ra and before the sal"m.  It is narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
prayed with up to 9 takbīras.  In the other takbīras, keep making duÔ"Õ.  However, many 
people do not know about the other opinions, so stick to the four. 
 
Even if there are only four takb!ras, sometimes after the fourth takbīras the im!m will 
make duÔ"Õ and then say the tasl!m.  This is also permissible because there are narrations 
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for this also.  The M! likis and Sh! fiÔis do this and use a narration in Al-Bayhaqi.  The 
* anafis and * anbalis say that it does not mention this specifically in the narration.   
 
5. If he misses a takbīra, should he make it up or does he finish with the im!m? 
 
&ad#th of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) in Bukh"r# 609:  The Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWhen you approach $al"h, approach it having sak#nah 
(tranquility).  Whatever you have reached from the $al"h, then do that, and whatever 
you miss, complete it.Ó  This means that if the $al"h started, do not run to catch the 
$al"h.  The priority is the khushuÕ of the people.  This ! ad#th is general about all types of 
$al"h; therefore, the scholars said that you would make up for the parts of the $al"t al-
janāzah that you missed.   
 
If the im!m was praying more than four takbiras and you missed the beginning but 
prayed four with him, then you do not need to make up any because you prayed the 
minimum. 
 
6. Is it permissible to make up for a jan!zah?  
 
In Al-JamiÔ, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) came to the grave of a woman 
named Umm SaÔd.  He came after one month when she was buried, and he prayed $al"t 
al-jan!zah for her at the graveyard.  The grave is in the middle in front of you and face 
the qiblah.  If it was a man, then be on the right side and face the qiblah. 
 
If you miss $al"t al-janāzah and want to make a second jamaÔah, you can do so if you 
know that it will not delay the burial.  If it will delay the burial, then wait until after the 
burial and then pray the $al"t al-jan!zah.   
 
7. Is it permissible to pray Jan!zah after the burial?  
 
Scholars said that you can do this up to two months except if no one prayed janāzah on 
that person, and in that case you can pray $al"t al-janāzah on them after even years.  
The proof is that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) prayed janāzah on the people 
who died in U%ud after 9 years. 
 
When you visit the graveyard and find another grave that is still fresh, then you can 
pray $al"t al-jan!zah on that person to get extra reward.  If you donÕt know if it was a 
man or woman, asking is better or you can stand anywhere. 
 
)a! #!  Muslim 2229:  A slave woman used to clean the masjid.  After a while, she died.  
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) asked about her because he didnÕt see her for a 
while, and the companions told her that she died.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) said, ÒShouldnÕt you have told me about it?Ó  The companions thought that they 
didnÕt need to bother the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) with the news.  He said, 
ÒShow me where her grave is.Ó  They showed him, and he faced the grave and prayed 
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$al" t al-janāzah and then said, ÒThese graves are filled with darkness on the people 
inside of it, but All!h  lights their grave with my $al"h on them.Ó   
 
Is this specific to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) or general?  In the duÔ"Õ, we 
ask ÒÉand make it light for that personÉÓ  The scholars said that if anyone prays on 
that person, then All!h  lights that grave for them.   
 
8. Is it permissible to pray Jan!zah after ÔAṣr?  
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) told us not to pray after Ôaṣr; however, this for 
sunnah.  If a $al"h is reason-based such as the $al"h for the solar eclipse or $al"t al-
janāzah, then we can pray this insh"ÕAll"h after Ôaṣr and before maghrib.  However, it may 
be better to wait until maghrib time so that more people would be available to pray on 
the person.   
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒBetween each adh"n and iq"mah are two 
rakaÔahs.Ó  Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) would pray a minimum of 40 rakaÔahs a day:  8 qiy"m, 3 witr, 17 far' , 12 sunnah. 
 
9. Is it permissible to cut your !al"h if a Jan!zah started? 
 
If you are praying sunnah in the masjid and they announce $al"t al-janāzah, are you 
allowed to cut it short to join the $al"t al-jan!zah?   It depends.  In the * anafi madh-hab, 
they follow the verse in the QurÕ!n:  ÒFinish your deeds.Ó  Therefore, they say that if 
you start the sunnah $al"h, you cannot cut it off and must finish it.  They apply this to all 
optional acts such as fasting.  In the three other madh"hib, it is permissible to cut off 
your $al"h for a reason.   
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) would wake up and be fasting, but if there was 
food or if someone invited him, then he would break his fast.   
 
In )a! #!  Muslim and )a! #!  Bukh"r#, there are a! ad#th with different reasons why the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) cut off his $al"h. 
 
If you cut off your sunnah $al"h, then you can pray $al"t al-janāzah and then after you 
finish, go back and finish the sunnah. 
 
If you are praying sunnah and the jan!zah starts, should you cut short your sunnah?  If it 
is a far'  $al"h, do not cut it short for any reason.  For a sunnah $al"h, it is permissible for 
the M! likis, Sh! fiÔis and * anbalis.  In * anafi fiqh, their opinion is that the person cannot 
cut it off because they follow the verse:  Òand finish your deeds.Ó  The other im!ms have 
more specific a! ad#th where the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) has cut off his 
sunnah $al"h in the middle, and we say that these a! ad#th did not reach Im!m  Abu 
* anifah. 
 
§ Praying on Special Types of People 
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1. The child and the embryo 
 
When it comes to the child, there is a narration in Abu D!w&d:  Mughirah ibn ShuÕbah 
narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒWe pray on the child and 
we pray on the miscarriage.Ó  Then someone asked, ÒWhat is the evidence for the 
embryo?Ó  He said, ÒAnd also the embryo that came out of miscarriage.  We would pray 
for the parents for forgiveness and the mercy of All!h .Ó   
 
We pray the janāzah on a child and an embryo.  
 
It was not narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) washed an embryo, but 
the scholars used analogy, and the strongest opinion is that we wash him because we 
pray on him and we treat him as a complete person as if he was alive.   
 
It is optional to pray on the child.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) did not pray 
on his son Ibr!h"m. 
 
2. The person who is not present 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) prayed on Al-Naj! shi.  The scholars mentioned 
the ! ad#th of Al-Naj! shi and said no one else prayed on him because he was hiding his 
Islam.  If someone dies in a far land, we can only pray jan!zah on them if no one else 
prays on them in their own country.  Scholars also said that based on this ! ad#th, if 
someone is well-known in the community like a leader of a scholar, you can pray $al"t 
al-jan!zah so that people would know the person and the knowledge he left behind.   
 
Can we pray jan!zah on a person whose body is present and $al"t al-gh"Õib on someone 
who is not present?  Yes, we can pray one jan!zah for both of them. 
 
3. If no one had prayed on the person, after years has gone by, should we pray on 

him? 
 

Yes, even if it is years later if no one prayed $al"t al-jan!zah on the person.  This 
sometimes happens when a Muslim dies in a city where there are not many Muslims. 
 
4. The person who committed a major sin  
 
The general public does pray on the person, but the leader does not pray on this 
person.  In the book of Im!m  A%mad, it is mentioned that a man of the Muslims died in 
Khaybah.  When this was mentioned to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), he said, 
ÒYou pray on your friend.Ó  The faces of the companions changed.  When he saw their 
faces, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒYour friend has stolen from the 
public money of the Muslims.Ó  They said, ÒWe went and looked in his bag and only 
found a few beads that donÕt even cost two dirhams.Ó  Because of that, the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) refused to pray on that person. 
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5. The person who committed suicide  
 
The general public does pray on the person, but the leader does not pray on this 
person.   
 
6. A non-Muslim  
 
Bukh"r#:  ÔAbdull! h ibn ÔUmar narrated that the son of ÔAbdull! h ibn Ubayy (the head of 
the hypocrites) came to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) and asked for his 
clothes so that he could shroud his father in them, and he asked the Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) to pray on him and ask forgiveness for him.  The Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) gave him the shirt.  He asked the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
for permission to pray on him.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) gave him 
permission.  ÔUmar asked, ÒDidnÕt All!h  forbid us from praying on the mun"fiq#n?Ó  The 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that he had the option.  The Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) then recited Al-Tawbah v. 80:  ÒAsk forgiveness for them or donÕt ask 
forgiveness for them.  If you ask All!h  for forgiveness for them 70 times, All!h  will not 
forgive them.Ó  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) asked forgiveness for him more 
than 70 times.  Then verse 84 was sent and made it clear:  ÒDo not pray on any one of 
them who dies ever.  And do not stand above his grave.Ó  This means not to pray 
jan!zah. 
 
It is not permissible for someone to attend the janāzah of the non-believer.  The 
exception is the ! ad#th of the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) when ÔAli asked him 
and he said, ÒGo and bury your uncle.Ó  The scholars say that only in the case of 
relatives can the person attend the jan!zah with the condition that there is nothing 
haram and no shirk being practiced.   
 
After the funeral, you can still visit the non-Muslim relatives. 
 
ÒThey have disbelieved in All!h  and His Messenger and died in a state of fisq.Ó 
 
7. If you find an unknown body 
 
When you find an unknown body and donÕt know the religion, look for the signs such as 
from the clothes or names.  If someone dies in a country where the Muslims are the 
majority, then it is assumed that the person is a Muslim. 
 
If it is not clear that they are non-Muslims, then you can wash, shroud, and pray 
jan!zah on them.  If it later turns out that the person is not a Muslim, there is no harm 
done. 
 
8. Praying on the grave of an unknown Muslim person who died recently 
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In the graveyard, if the graves are in front of you, then you can pray one jan!zah for all 
of them.  If they are in separate parts of the graveyard, then pray one for each. 
 
If you donÕt know if it is a man or woman, then you can stand in either position.  In 
)a! #!  Muslim, when the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) passed by a graveyard and 
saw a moist / fresh grave, he ordered the companions to line up with him and they 
prayed $al"t al-jan!zah on the person even though they did not know who it was. 
 
9. Can we pray janāzah on the child of non-Muslims? 
 
If a child with non-Muslim parents dies, are we allowed to pray $al"t al-janāzah on 
them?  No.  By default, a person is born Muslim; however, when it comes to the rules of 
$al"t al-janāzah, when the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was asked about the 
children of the polytheists, he said, ÒAll!h  knows what they would have done if they 
lived.Ó  From this narration and others, the scholars said that we treat them like their 
parents when it comes to the rules of janāzah.  On the Day of Judgment, All!h  will 
account for them. 
 
10. Praying jan!zah on a group of dead people 
 
§ DuÔ"Õ for the Dead Person in Jan!zah 
 
ÒO All!h forgive him, have mercy on him, protect him, and honor his setting place. 
Widen his entrance, wash him with water, ice, and hail. Purify his sins just like you 
purify a white cloth from dirt. Replace him a better home, and a better family than his 
family, and a better wife than his wife, and make him enter Paradise and protect him 
from the punishment of the grave.Ó (In another narration: hellfire) (Muslim 2184) 
 
If you are praying $al"t al-jan!zah on a child or embryo, remember to pray for them and 
their parents that All!h  gives them patience and that they are together on the Day of 
Judgment.  
 
After $al"t al-janāzah, can duÔ"Õ be made in a group?  Ask yourself, then what is the 
purpose of $al"t al-jan!zah?  There is no evidence that the companions did this.   
 
When we make duÔ"Õ for a person at the graveyards, do we face the qiblah or the grave?  
When you pray $al"t al-jan!zah, you face the grave.  When you are making general duÔ"Õ, 
you face the qiblah because the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) ordered us to face 
the qiblah whenever we are making duÔ"Õ. 
 
Q&A 
 
Sometimes a family member insists on leading the $al"t  al-jan!zah, but the one who 
knows more of the QurÕ!n leads the $al"h. 
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By default, each person should be placed in their own grave (regardless of child or 
adult) unless there is a reason.  There is a layer of sand on each person. 
 
If someone died as a Muslim but he was not buried in the Islamic way, what do you do?  
If there are elements of shirk in the graveyard, then pray for him $al"h al-gh"Õib (as if he 
was in another place), so you pray the $al"t elsewhere.  If there is no shirk in the 
graveyard, then you can pray the $al"t al-janāzah in front of the grave. 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) ordered us to hasten with the janāzah. 
 
Chapter 9  |   Following the Funeral 
 
§ The virtues of following the funeral 
 
Abu Hurayrah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
said, ÒWhoever attends a jan!zah until they pray on it, he will get a carat. And whoever 
attends it until it is buried, he will get two carats.Ó He (peace be upon him) was asked, 
ÒAnd what is a carat?Ó He (peace be upon him) replied, ÒLike two great mountains.Ó 
(Muslim 2232) 
 
§ Carrying the body to the grave 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) told us what happens when we are carrying the 
body towards the grave. 
 
Abu SaÔ"d Al-Khudri narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒIf the 
jan!zah was put and the men carried it on their necks, if it was good, the soul would say, 
ÔPush me forward!Õ  If it was other than that, it would say, ÔWhat a great ÉÕ  If the 
human being would hear it, he would be extremely shocked.Ó [Bukh"r#] 
 
There is no evidence to take turns carrying the body.  Also, if people take turns, 
sometimes the body may fall.  If one of the people becomes tired and needs to switch 
places, then they can ask someone to take their place.  Therefore, it can be done only if 
it is a necessity. 
 
1. Carry it from four sides  
It is sunnah to carry the body from the four ends.  If it is a heavy body and you need 
more people, there is no harm having more people. 
 
2. The position of the head. 
There is no narration indicating whether the head should be at the front or the back; 
therefore, either way is fine. 
 
3. The place of the riding, and the walking person  
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In Abu D!w&d, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe riding person is 
behind the jan!zah.  The person who is walking can walk anywhere.Ó  The person 
walking can be on the left, right, front, or back. 
 
4. The best place to walk  
In Al-Tirmidhi, Anas narrates that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) and Abu Bakr 
and ÔUthm! n used to walk in front of the janāzah.  Therefore, it is sunnah to walk in 
front of the jan!zah. 

 
In the book of Razine, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒYou are 
interceding for the person.  Walk in front of it and behind it and on the right and on the 
left and close to it.Ó 
 
5. Where should women walk in the janāzah?  
)a! #!  Bukh"r# and )a! #!  Muslim:  Umm A$iyah said, ÒWe were forbidden from following 
the janāzah.Ó  Women can pray $al"t al-jan!zah, and then they would go home and wait 
until the person was buried. 
 
6. The speed of walking  
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒHasten the jan!zah.Ó [Bukh"r#] 
 
In Abu D!w&d, in the janāzah of ÔUthm! n ibn Abi al-ÔAs they were walking slowly.  Abu 
Bakra followed them and said, ÒWhen we were with the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam), we used to be in between walking and jogging.Ó   
 
The objective is that people need to follow the jan!zah and bury the person and then 
get back to their lives. 
 
7. Following the janāzah of non-Muslims  
Following the janāzah is something specific for the Muslim person.  The exception is the 
relatives of the non-Muslim.   
 
When the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) told Ali to go and bury his father, he did 
not follow the janāzah and did not order anyone else to follow the jan!zah.  When a 
person dies on other than taw! #d, then that is the end of the relationship.  [al-Nas!Õi	
  
190] 
 
8. Talking during jan!zah  
Is there any duÔ"Õ or dhikr while carrying the body to the grave? 
In Abu D!w&d, Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
said, ÒDo not follow the jan!zah with a voice and do not follow the janāzah with a fire.Ó 

 
In Al-JamiÔ, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒAll!h  loves silence in three 
places:  when the QurÕ!n is recited, when the Muslim army is approaching the other 
army, and at the jan!zah.Ó 
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It is not permissible to make duÔ"Õ or dhikr loudly.  You can say it to yourself. 
 
9. Following the jan!zah with fire  
In Abu D!w&d, Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
said, ÒDo not follow the janāzah with a voice and do not follow the janāzah with a fire.Ó 
 
10. If a funeral passes by 
In )a! #!  Bukh"r#, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒIf you see a jan!zah 
funeral, then stand up.  Whoever follows it, he should not sit down until it is put down.Ó  
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) stood up for a jan!zah of a Jewish person.  
When he was asked about it, he ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said ÒIsnÕt it a soul?Ó  Later, 
at the time of Ali, the companions saw a jan!zah of a non-Muslim person and stood up 
for it.  Ali asked them why they stood up.  They said, ÒWe stood up because we saw the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) stand up for it.Ó  Ali said, ÒHe did stand up, but later 
he did not stand up.Ó  A%mad ibn * anbal said that he ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) stood 
up at one time and at other times he did not stand up; therefore, it is optional to stand 
up for the jan!zah. 
 
11. Carrying a jan!zah on a car 
This is permissible.  However, donÕt make it a parade.  Cars can follow if they need to 
know the way.  Park away from the graveyard and carry the body. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 10  |  The Burial 
 
§ The Time of Burial 
 
ÒSpeed up. It should not be that the body of a Muslim gets trapped with his family.Ó (Al-
J!miÔ 8643) 
 
In Abu D!w&d:  When , al%a ibn Bar! Õ became sick, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) came to visit him and said, ÒI do not see him except that this is the sickness of 
death.  Give me permission to handle him and hasten it.  It is not permissible for a body 
of a Muslim to be trapped with his family.Ó 
 
We cannot trap the Muslim just because family members may be coming from overseas.  
The only delaying is if the person died at one time of the day to delay until the next 
$al"h so that more people can pray jan!zah on him or if he dies at night until the 
morning. 
 
There are three times when we do not bury the person, and these times are the same as 
when we cannot pray the $al"h.  The three times are:  after $al"t al-fajr until the sun is 
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high in the horizon to the height of a spear, the time before *uhr when the sun is at the 
zenith, and before maghrib when the sun is setting (i.e. when the sky starts changing to 
orange until it sets).   
 
)a! #!  Muslim:  J! bir ibn ÔAbdull! h narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
one day gave a khu(bah to people, and it was mentioned that a man had died and was 
shrouded in a shrouding that did not cover him enough and was buried in the night 
time.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) zajara (talked to them in a rough way) 
that the person should not be buried in the night until people prayed on him.  At the 
end of the khu(bah, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒIf one of you buries 
his brother, let him shroud him in the best way.Ó 
 
Is it permissible to bury someone at night?  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
spoke to them harshly but then told them the reason.  If you know that people will not 
pray jan!zah on him and will not wash and shroud him properly, then it should be 
delayed.  If you know that there will be people to pray on him and he can be washed 
and shrouded properly, then it is permissilble. 
 
Those who were buried at night: The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), Abu Bakr, 
ÔUthman, Ô'Õishah, Ibn MasÔ&d.  Ibn Abi Shaybah 6551:  Ô'Õishah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) said, 
ÒWe didnÕt know that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was buried until we heard 
the sound of the shovel in the middle of the night.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) died on Monday and was buried on Wednesday.  There were many issues that 
had to be decided such as washing with his clothes on or off, deciding the next khal#fah, 
etc. 
 
 
§ The Place of Burial 
 
Salm!n Al-Fārisī (may Allāh be pleased with him) said, “The land does not elevate 
anyone; it is the deeds of the person that elevates him.Ó (Muwaṭṭa’ 1500) 
 
If someone mentions that they want to be buried in a specific place, that is fine, but 
what will benefit the person is their deeds and not where they were buried. 
 
A person can be buried in any clean place.  People should not be buried in front of or 
near mas"jid.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) forbade building mas"jid on 
graves.  The sunnah is bury the person in a Muslim graveyard.  Legally, a person must be 
buried in a graveyard.   
 
)a! #!  Bukh"r# 1274:  M&s! (ÔalayhiÕl-sal"m) asked All!h  that he be buried near the Holy 
Land. 
From this narration, we know that it is permissible for a person to ask to be buried in a 
certain place as long as it is within traveling distance.   
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Can someone ask to be buried next to a specific person?  Yes.  Ibn MasÔ&d asked to be 
buried next to ÔUthman ibn Marun, who assigned to him as his brother by the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) (Ibn * ibb! n 3208).  ÔUmar asked Ô'Õishah for permission that 
he be buried next to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), and she agreed to that. 
 
There is no evidence that a person is affected by who they are buried next to.  The 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said everyone will hear the torture of the grave 
except for the jinn and ins. 
 
It is permissible to bury two bodies in the same grave out of necessity.  The evidence:  
In Abu D!w&d 259, Anas (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) narrates that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) used to bury two or three people in the same grave, and he would ask who 
knew more QurÕ!n, and this person would be on top.  They would also shroud two or 
three people in the same cloth.  A layer of sand is placed between each person when 
multiple are placed in the same grave.   
 
Is it permissible if someone was buried in one place to later move them?  Yes.  , al%a 
and Zubayr were moved from their spots because a flood occurred which covered the 
graveyard.  Some of the companions saw , al%a and Zubayr drowning in a dream and 
asked to be saved from drowning.  Their graves were moved to a place where there was 
no flood.  In general, it should not be done unless there was an extreme necessity.   
 
§ Digging the Grave 
 
1. La!d (Digging on the side)  
2. Shaqq (Digging in the middle)  
3. Laḥd is better than Shaqq  
 
When SaÔd ibn Abi Waqq! - was in his sickness of death, he said, ÒMake the laḥd for me 
and put the bricks on me just like it was done to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam).Ó 
 
In Al-Tirmidhi and A%mad, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe laḥd is for 
us and shaqq is for others.Ó   
 
Always do la!d.  When do you do shaqq?  When the ground is normal, you can do laḥd, 
but if the soil does not hold together, then you cannot do laḥd because the soil will fall 
back, and in this case, you would do shaqq. 
 
4. The depth of digging  
The depth of the grave is enough to protect the person.   
 
5. The ruling on burying a person in a coffin 
The scholars in the past said that a person can be buried in a casket for a reason.  For 
example, if the sand is very fragile, it is a hardship to bury the person as is.  Therefore, 
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scholars of our time say that Muslims can bury in the casket because it is required by 
law, and soil would be placed in the casket. 
 
In the QurÕ!n:  ÒWe created you from it [the earth], and we return you to it, and from it 
we resurrect you.Ó 
 
In S%rah Ibr!h"m:  ÒA Day when the land is replaced with another land.Ó  The scholars 
say that it is the same land but it will be replaced. 
 
§ The Step-by-step 
 
1. It is recommended to cover the grave of a woman  
Ibn Sir"n mentioned that ÔUmar used to cover the graves of the women.  ÔAli (ra' yAll"hu 
Ôanhu) passed on some people who were burying a male person, and they covered his 
grave with cloths.  ÔAli came and took the piece of cloth and dragged it and said, ÒThis is 
done for the women.Ó 

 
2. In which position should the body enter the grave?  
Start with the head from the far area of the grave where the feet will go.   
Abu D!w&d 269:  Al-* ! rith (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) asked ÔAbdull! h ibn Yazid to pray on him.  
After he prayed on him, he made him enter by the feet of the grave. 
 
3. Who should place a woman inside?  
Her male ma! "rim should place a woman inside the grave.  If they are not available, 
then we try to find righteous people from amongst the community, preferably the 
older if they can carry the body.   
 
What if a woman only has non-Muslim relatives?  They can carry her and place her in 
the grave.  It is a good form of dawÕah. 

 
4. The duÔ!Õ when we place the dead: 

ÒBismillāh, wa billāh, wa ‘alā millati Rasūlill!h .Ó (Al-Jāmi‘ 8657)  
Another way:  Bismill!h, wa bill! h, wa ‘alā sunnati Ras!lill"h.Ó (Al-J!miÔ 8658) 
 

5. How to place the body inside  
The person is placed on the right side with their face facing Makkah.  There is no 
narration to place the hand underneath the face.  Keep the person in the neutral 
position.  Bricks can be used to support the person to make them face the qiblah. 
 
In Al-Bayhaqi (acceptable narration):  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, 
ÒThe KaÔbah is your qiblah when you are alive and when you are dead.Ó   

 
6. The opening should be covered with blocks  
 
7. Exchanging turns in covering the grave 
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Start putting the soil on the person.  Can we take turns while doing this?  Yes, we can 
take turns to get the ajr. 
 
Ibn Majah:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) took three handfuls and took turns 
with the companions.  Each person can do it three times, and then someone can finish 
it.   
 
What do we say when putting the soil inside?  There is no evidence to say anything.   
 
§ What we do after burying 
 
1. Raise the grave a handÕs length in the shape of a hump: (Ibn H!ibbān 2160) 
This is done so that people know that this is a grave spot and do not step on the grave. 
 
2. To cover it with small stones 
In Abu D!w&d:  This was done to the grave of the Prophet (!allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
and others.  These stones are small and the same size as those you use when stoning the 
jamarat at Hajj. 
 
3. To spread water on the grave (why?) 
This makes the grave hold together. 
 
4. To put a small stone in the place of his head 
Abu D!w&d 3206:  A companion narrated that when ÔUthm! n ibn MadhÔun died and he 
was the first of the muhajirin to die in Madinah.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
ordered to bury him and then had a man bring a rock to put on the grave a sa mark.  
The man could not bring the rock, and the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) pulled 
back his sleeves and carried the rock and put it at the end of the grave.  He said, ÒI make 
it as a mark for the grave of my brother.  I would bury whoever died from my family at 
the graveyard.Ó  [Note because he was the first of the muhajirin to die in Madinah, it was 
the first time many of the companions witnessed a funeral.] 
 
It should not be huge, but just an average size rock. 

 
5. To make duÔ"Õ for the dead person after burying him 
Abu D!w&d 3221:  ÔUthm! n said, ÒWhen the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) finished 
burying a person, he would stand on the grave and say, ÔAsk forgiveness for your 
brother.  Ask All!h  to make him strong in these moments [meaning in his words].  He is 
being asked right now.ÕÓ 
 
Ask All!h  to forgive the person and keep the person strong.  As soon as the person is 
buried, the questioning starts.  This is another reason why we do not delay the funeral 
of the person. 
 
Can a person make duÔ"Õ out loud and the other people say Ôam#nÕ?  It was not narrated, 
but the scholars said that if a person is knowledgeable about the fiqh of duÔ"Õand the 
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others are not, then this person can be appointed to make duÔ"Õ.  It is better not to make 
this a habit. 
 
What about giving a khu(bah?  There is no specific narration about giving a khu(bah.  
Scholars said that the Im!m  can give the people a reminder, but it should not be a habit 
because it may become an innovation. 
 
§ What is not permissible to do 
 
J!bir narrates that the Prophet (peace be upon him) has made five things forbidden: 
ÒThat the grave is painted in white (or any color), to build on it, to sit on it.Ó and in 
another narration: Òto write on it, and to step on it.Ó (Al-Jāmi‘ 8652) 
 
In )a! #!  Muslim, a companion said ÔAli said to him, ÒShouldnÕt I give you what the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) sent me with?Ó  He said ÒYes.Ó  ÔAli said, ÒDo not 
have any statue unless the facial features are removed.  Graves should not be beautified 
in any way or raised from the ground.Ó 
 
Do not build anything on top of the grave.  What about the grave of the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam)?  There is a green dome above the grave.  This was not built 
on top of the grave until the time of the khal#fah AbdulM ! lik ibn Marwan, but it should 
not be there.  There may be fitnah if the dome was now taken down. 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) told us not to build a masjid on his grave like 
had been done to some of the messengers before him. 
 
ÔAbdull! h ibn ÔUmar saw a fustat (a shade) on the grave of AbdulRa%mān.  He said ÒYa 
ghulām, take it off.  It is his deeds that are going to shade him.Ó  [Bukh"r#] 
 
In )a! #!  Muslim:  J!bir ibn ÔAbdull! h narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) forbade us from the following:  painting the grave in white (or any other color), 
do not build anything above it, do not sit on the grave.Ó 
 
ÒFor one of you to sit on a piece of lit coal that is burning that would burn his clothes 
and then his sin is better than to sit on the grave.Ó 
 
Another narration in Tirmidhi adds:  ÒÉto write on itÉÓ 
 
Do not put lights.   
 
Can we build a wall around the grave?  A wall cannot be built around a single grave, but 
a wall can be built around a graveyard to keep animals out and so that people do not 
walk on top of the graves. 
 
Can we plant something on the grave?   
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Bukh"r# 218:  Ibn +Abb!s narrates that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was 
passing by two graves and said, ÒThey are being tortured, and they are not being 
tortured for something big.  One of them used to walk among people backbiting, and 
the other would not cover from his urine.Ó  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
then took a plant and put it on the graves of the two people and said that maybe that 
would make their punishment easier. 
 
The scholars mentioned that this is specific for these two people because it was never 
done after that.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) knew that they were being 
tortured, and we do not know if a person is being tortured. 
 
Can we sell graveyards?  A spot can be sold.  Once it is sold, you cannot take it back.   
 
You cannot live in graveyards.   
 
§ Burying certain types of people 
 
1. People of innovations 
Where to bury the person (Muslim graveyard or not) depends on whether the 
innovation takes a person outside of Islam or not.  For example, if a person asks a saint 
for something you should only ask All!h  for or those who believe in a new messenger, 
then this person would not be buried in a Muslim graveyard. 
 
We donÕt judge the people, but we educate them.   
 
2. A person who did not pray 
The majority opinion is that if the person left doing $al"h because he was lazy, then he 
is still Muslim.  If the person denies the obligation of $al"h, then he has contradicted the 
Word of All!h  and this would take him out of Islam.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) said, ÒThe oath between us and them is $al"h.  Whoever leaves it disbelieves.Ó  
 
The * anbalis say that the person leaves Islam if he does not pray, regardless.  They say 
that the ! ad#th is general.  
 
3. A non-Muslim 
 
4. Children of non-Muslims 
Bukh"r# 1318:  When the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was asked with how to deal 
with the children of the polytheists, he said, ÒAll!h  knows what they would have done.Ó 
 
If the father is Muslim, then we follow the religion of the father. 
 
5. A non-Muslim woman who is pregnant from a Muslim man 
The scholars, including Ibn Taymiyyah, said to bury them in a neutral area that is 
neither a Muslim graveyard nor a non-Muslim graveyard.  If you have to bury them in 
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one, then you would take the religion of the mother and bury them in the non-Muslim 
graveyard. 
 
6. The limb that gets cut from a live person 
The limb is washed, shrouded, and buried in a Muslim graveyard.  There is no need for 
$al"t al-janāzah.   
 
7. Whoever dies in the sea 
If you will arrive by that day or the next day or if it is less than traveling distance, then 
wait to bury the person on the land.  If it is longer, then bury the person at sea.  The 
person is washed and shrouded, and the body is placed in the ocean.  The companions 
did this in the Battle of the Sails of the Ship.  Umm Haram was the first person to die in 
this battle. 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) had told the companions that one day they will 
cross the sea, and she asked him ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) to make duÔ"Õ that she was 
among them.  They were crossing the sea to go to Cyprus, and she lived long enough to 
go on the journey.   
 
8. The animals 
Elephants bury each other.  They cover each other with leaves.  Apes and monkeys bury 
each other.   
 
S%rah Al-M"Õidah v. 31:  ÒThen All!h  sent a crow searching in the ground to show him 
how to hide the disgrace of his brother. He said, ÔO woe to me! Have I failed to be like 
this crow and hide the body of my brother?Õ And he became of the regretful.Ó 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 11  |  Visit ing the Graves 
 
§ Ruling on Visiting the Graves 
 
Visiting the graves is sunnah.  You will receive ajr for doing it. 
 
ÒVisit it (the graves), as it reminds you of the afterlife.Ó (Al-J!miÔ 8666) 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was talking about his mother, and at the end of 
the ! ad#th, he said this.   
 
The ruling on women visiting the grave: 
In the beginning of Islam, both men and women were forbidden from visiting the 
graves.  Islam was still new, and the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was afraid they 
did not have enough knowledge and may do actions from j"hiliyyah.  The Prophet 
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($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒMay All!h  curse those women who visit the grave.Ó 
[Al-Tirmidhi]  
 
At the end of Islam, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒI used to forbid you 
from visiting the graves, but now you can visit them because it reminds you of the 
"khirah.Ó  This statement was general.  The scholars differed.  Some said that because it 
was general, it includes both the men and women.  Scholars from the * anbali madh-hab 
said that it is only for the men.   
 
There is another narration in Al-* !kim , authenticated by Al-Alb! ni:  Ô'Õishah 
(ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) came back from the graveyard, and they asked her where she came 
from.  She said, ÒFrom the grave of AbdulRa%m! n ibn Abi Bakr.Ó  They said, ÒDidnÕt the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) forbid us from visiting the graves?Ó  She said, ÒYes, 
and then he ordered that we visit them.Ó  Therefore, the strongest opinion is that 
women can visit the graves. 
 
Even though it is permissible, the ! ad#th still holds:  frequenting the graves is a major 
sin for women. 
 
Im!m  Al-Qurtubi said, ÒNothing is more beneficial to the hearts than visiting the 
graves.  If a person has a hard heart, they can do three things:  attend sittings of 
knowledge, remember death, and to watch people in their last moments in the duny".Ó 
 
ÒPeace on you the people of the lands, from the believers and the Muslims, and we are 
joining you when All!h wills. We ask Allāh for you and us to be pardoned.” (Muslim 
2210) 
 
It is permissible to visit the graves of non-Muslims.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) went to the grave of his mother and cried.  He said, ÒI asked All!h  for permission 
to ask forgiveness for her, and he did not give me permission.Ó  In another narration, 
he said, ÒMy eyes teared because of the mercy I felt in my heart for her from Hellfire.Ó 
 
Can we travel with the inention to visit the grave?  No.  If you are in the area, then you 
can visit.  You can make duÔ"Õ from anywhere.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
said, ÒTravel should not be done except for three places:  Masjid al-&ar"m, my masjid, 
and Masjid al-Aq$a.Ó  The scholars explained this ! ad#th and said that you cannot travel 
to a place for a religious reason except for these three masajid.  The reward for praying 
in Masjid al-&ar"m is 100,000, and in Masjid al-Nabawi is 1,000, and Masjid al-Aq$a is 500. 
 
)a! #!  Muslim 2980:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒDo not go to the 
homes of those who have oppressed themselves except that you are crying that what 
happened to them may happen to you.Ó  In other words, when going to these places, 
you should have a heart of reflection.   
 
Taking off your sandals:  A slave looked at the Muslim graveyard and said, ÒBefore these 
people was a lot of evil.Ó  He passed by a polytheist graveyard and said, ÒBefore them 



Qabeelat Hosna                                                    The Last Breath:  Fiqh of Death and Inheritance 
March 2011                                                                                           Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeem 

78 

 
was a lot of good.Ó  He means that for the polytheist, this life was good compared to 
what is waiting for him.  He was in the graveyard wearing sandals. The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒOh you who are wearing two slippers, take them off!Ó  
It is recommended to take off the shoes.  Other scholars say that it is required.  There 
are other narrations that people were walking in the graveyard but avoiding stepping 
on the graves.  If you keep them on, make sure you do not step on any grave.  Try to 
clean them. 
 
)a! #!  Muslim:  Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, 
ÒFor one of you to sit on a piece of lit coal that is burning that would burn his clothes 
and then his sin is better than to sit on the grave.Ó 
 
It is not permissible to pray in the graveyard.  It is not permissible to pray towards the 
grave.  )a! #!  Muslim:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒDo not sit on the 
graves and do not pray towards them.Ó 
 
If the graves are nearby each other, then you can perform one $al"t al-jan!zah for both 
of them.  If they are far apart, then pray two $al"t al-jan!zah. 
 
§ Innovations when Visiting the Graves 
 
ÒThe whole earth is a masjid, except for graveyards and toilets.” (Al-Tirmidh! 317) 
 

- Spreading rosewater in the graveyard 
- Some people put food and water at the graves 
- Reciting specific s%rahs of the QurÕ!n (i.e. S%rah Al-F"ti! ah, S%rah Ya S#n) 
- Making adh"n and iq"mah 
- Some people slaughter animals at the graveyard.  Abu D!w&d:  In j"hiliyyah, they 

used to slaughter cows, camels, and sheep in the graveyard and called it al-
Ôaq#rah.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) came and said, ÒWe donÕt do 
Ôaqr in Islam.Ó  At the time of j"hiliyyah, they believed that they would find the 
animal after being resurrected. 

- Some people ask others to say sal"m to the person.   
- When someone righteous dies, they try to bury the person in the middle of the 

city and say that it would bring barakah to the city, but this is an innovation and 
there is no evidence for this.   

 
Chapter 12  |  Condoling Others 
 
§ The Reward of TaÕziyah 
 
Definition of taÕziyah:  helping others to grieve or to send your condolences 
 
Al-Tirmidhi:  Ibn MasÔ&d narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, 
ÒWhoever condoles a person who was affected, he will receive the same reward just like 
the person who was affected.Ó  When the person affected has patience, then All!h  will 
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reward the person for the patience.  If you condole the person, then insh"ÕAll"h you will 
receive the same reward. 
 
ÒNone of the believers would help his brother grieve except that All!h would cover him 
with clothing of honor on the Day of Judgment.” (Ibn Mājah 1601) 
 
Is there anything specific to say when condoling a person? 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) would say, 
ÒAll!h owns what He has taken and owns what He gives, and everything He has is with 
a fixed timing. Order her to have patience and to look for Allāh’s reward.” (Al-Bukhārī 
3/120) 
 
What if someone had committed a major sin and died or committed suicide?  Do we 
visit their family to condole them?  Yes, your objective is to help the family come out of 
the hard time. 
 
§ Customs and Habits that are not from the Religion 
 
Jarīr b. ÔAbdull!h said, ÒWe used to count the gathering at the family of the dead person 
and making food after the burial from niy!"ah.Ó (Ibn M!jah 1308) 
 
If you have guests that come to condole you and food to serve to them, there is no 
problem.  Try to avoid making it an event. 
 

- KhatmÕl-QurÕ"n.  There is no evidence for this. 
- Inviting people for dinner and making it like a ceremony or event.  The sunnah 

is that we cook for the family of the deceased.  &ad#th in Abu D!w&d:  When the 
condoling for JaÔfar came, make food for the family of JaÔfar.  That which would 
make them busy came to them.  

- Hiring a professional qāriÔ  
- Coming together on intervals (3rd day, one week, 40 days, one year) 
- To advertise about the person.  (It is permissible to let people know about $al"t 

al-janāzah.)  If the person was a scholar, then you can mention the person 
because you are telling people about the knowledge he left behind.  For normal 
people, we donÕt. 

 
Chapter 13  |  Grieving 
 
§ Ruling on Mourning 
 
Al-Nas!Õi:  Abu Hurayrah said one of the family members of the Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) died, so the women gathered and started to cry.  ÔUmar forbade them 
for doing so.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒLeave them.  The eyes are 
tearing, the hearts are affected, and the time [of death] is coming soon.Ó  Why was 
ÔUmar forbidding them from this?  There is the normal crying that a person feels.  If 
someone excessively cries more than normal intentionally is what we are forbidden 
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from doing.  It is like the person is exaggerating their sadness or showing off their 
sadness. 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) cried for the death of his son Ibr!h"m.  ÒThe 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) held him and kissed him and hugged him.  We 
entered on him, and Ibr!h"mÕs soul was leaving his body.  The ProphetÕs ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) eyes were tearing.  AbdulRa%m! n ibn ÔAwf said, ÔYou too, Rasulull"h?Õ  
He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÔYa ibn ÔAwf, this is a mercy.  The eyes tear, the 
hearts feel the sadness, and we only say what pleases our Lord.ÕÓ  Saying anything that 
would imply that you are against the Will of All!h  is not permissible.   
 
Is there a time limit for feeling sad?  No.  )a! #!  Bukh"r#:  Anas ibn M! lik mentioned that 
for one full month the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) felt sad after the incident of 
the well.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) sent some companions to the region 
of Najd to give dawÔah.  The companion was stabbd in the stomach and shouted, ÒI won 
in the Name of the Lord of the KaÔbah.Ó  Many of the companions were killed, and many 
of the were qur"Õ.  When the news of this reached the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam), for a full month he was sad.  
 
Feeling sad is not something that can be controlled.  If it extends to several months, 
then it may be long-term depression, and the person should try to seek professional 
help.   
 
ÒAll!h does not torture the tearing eye, or the sad heart, but He would torture with this 
[pointing at his tongue] or grant mercy.Ó (Al-Jāmi‘ 8573) 
 
“There is no catastrophe that afflicts a Muslim, and he says what Allāh has ordered him: 
‘We belong to Allāh and to Him we are returning. O Allāh help me in my affliction and 
compensate me (something) better’ except that Allāh would compensate him with 
better than it.Ó (Muslim 3/37) 
 
§ !id"d  
These are certain things that a woman should practice. 
 
Niyahah:  Ibn Arrabi, the Māliki scholar, said that niyahah is that at the time of j"hiliyyah, 
the women would stand facing each other and take sand and put the sand on their 
heads and faces and hit their faces.  This is an excessive form of sadness.   
 
Bukh"r#:  It is not permissible to slap the cheeks and cut the clothes and make the 
calling of j"hiliyyah. 
 
)a! #!  Muslim:  Abu Burdah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) (the son of Abu M&s! Al-Ashari) said that 
Abu M&s! felt a pain, and he fainted.  His head was in the lap of one of the women from 
his family.  She started to scream, but he was not able to reply back.  When he came to, 
he said, ÒI have nothing to do with those the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said he 
has nothing to do with them.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said he has 
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nothing to do with a woman who screams very loudly when an affliction happens, the 
woman who shaves when she feels sadness, and the one who cuts her clothes.Ó 
 
Regarding niyahah, there are several narrations that it is not just haram but more than 
that.  Abu SaÔ"d Al-Khudri narrated that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) cursed 
the one who practices niyahah and the one who is listening to her.  If you are present 
when someone does this, then you have two options:  advise her that this is wrong or 
leave. 
 
In some countries, they hire women to cry loudly and provoke others to cry loudly. 
 
When ÔUmar (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) was with AbdulRa%m! n ibn ÔAwf and saw a woman was 
hired to do this, he told AbdulRa%m! n to beat her because she is ordering people to go 
against the Will of All!h  and to not have patience, and she is getting her tears out with 
the gold coins. 
 
)a! #!  Muslim:  If a woman does not repent for this before her death, then on the Day of 
Judgment she will be wearing pants made of liquid fire. 
 
Umm Salama said, ÒWhen Abu Salama died, I will cry on him in a way that people will 
speak about.  As I was getting ready to cry on him, the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) saw the woman coming from the countryside to do this with me, and he said to 
her, ÔDo you want to make the Shaytan enter the home that All!h  made him leave?ÕÓ  
Niyahah makes the Shaytan enter the home.   
 
It is common to wear black clothes.  There is no basis for this in the religion.   
 
Ḥidād are special types of things that a woman must do when a relative dies. 
Bukh"r# 1281:  Zaynab bint Abi Salama said, ÒI entered on Umm * ab"ba and heard the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) say, ÔIt is not permissible for a woman who believes 
in All!h and the final day to practice !id"d  for more than three nights on a dead person, 
except for her husband, four months and ten days.Õ” (Al-Bukh!r" 1281) 
 

- In this period, the women would not leave her home except in the morning for a 
need or at night for an extreme need.  If the woman does not have food, then 
she would go out and get food.   

- Do not put perfume.  )a! #!  Bukh"r# 1281:  Zaynab bint Abi Salama passed by 
Zaynab bint Ja%sh when her brother died, and she put some perfume.  She said, 
ÒI do not have any need in the perfume except that I heard the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) sayÉÓ  She had put the perfume after the three days 
because she did not want to do more than what the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) said.   

- Do not beautify yourself in that period.  Umm Salama said that a man came to 
the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) and said, ÒO Prophet of All!h , my 
daughterÕs husband died and she is complaining about her eyes. Can she wear 
eyeliner?Ó  He said, ÒNo, no, no.  It is four months and ten days.Ó 
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- She can invite guests. 

 
What are some things that women think are from !id"d  but are not? 

- Shower every Friday.   
There are no restrictions on showering, and she can shower any time.   

 
If a woman was in !id"d  for other than the husband and he asks her to beautify herself 
for him, would she beautify herself?   
Umm Sulaym and her husband Abu , al%a Al-An-! ri had a child who died.  She knew 
that he loved his son very much and wanted to make it easier for him.  She put her son 
in his bed and beautified herself for her husband.  When he came, he asked about his 
son, and she told him that he is silent, and he thought she meant that he was sleeping.  
After the night, she asked Abu , al%a, ÒWhat if someone gave us an am"nah?  What 
would we do with this?Ó  He said, ÒWe would return it to the person.Ó  She said, ÒAnd 
what if All!h  gave us this trust?Ó  He said, ÒThen there is even more reason to return 
it.Ó  She said, ÒAll!h  has taken our child.Ó  He went to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) and complained, and he ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒMay All!h  bless the 
night that you had together.Ó  The scholars said that it is permissible to break the !id"d  
for her husband.  After that, they had many children. 
 
§ Deeds that would reach the deceased person 
 
ÒAnd that there is not for a human being except that which he performed.Ó (Al-Najm 
53:39) 
General rule:  Only what the person himself did will benefit him. 
 
There are a few exceptions to this general rule. 
)a! #!  Muslim 1631:  ÒIf the son of 'dam  dies, all of his deeds are cut except for three:  
continuous charity, knowledge that others will benefit from, and a righteous child who 
would make duÔ"Õ for that person.Ó  
 
Can we give charity on behalf of a dead person?  Bukh"r# 2605:  ÔAbdull! h ibn +Abb!s 
narrated that SaÔd ibn ÔUb! dahÕs mother died when he was out of town.  He asked the 
Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), ÒMy mother died and I was out of town.  Would it 
benefit her if I gave charity on her behalf?Ó  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒYes.Ó  
SaÔd said, ÒThen I make you my witness that the land between the two walls are on her 
behalf.Ó 
 
If a person left knowledge behind, try to spread that knowledge and help him.  
Sometimes people leave books behind, and you can give them to someone who will 
benefit. 
 
Making duÔ"Õ will benefit the dead person as well.  Paying a debt on behalf of a person 
will benefit them.  If a person missed some days from Ramadan or promised All!h  to 
fast for some days, then these can be made up on their behalf.  Bukh"r#:  ÒWhoever dies 
and has some days remaining, one of his family members can fast on his behalf.Ó   
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Bukh"r# 1754:  A woman came to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒMy 
mother made an oath to make Hajj and didnÕt do it.  Can I do Hajj on her behalf?Ó  He 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒMake Hajj on her behalf.  If your mother had a debt, 
would you pay it on her behalf?Ó  She said, ÒYes.Ó  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, 
ÒThe debt to All!h  has more right to be paid.Ó 
 
§ Helping yourself and others to grieve 
 
ÔAbdullāh b. Mas’ūd narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “Whoever 
helps an afflicted person grieve, he would get his same reward.Ó (Al-J!miÕ 8682) 
 
In the beginning, the person grieving is in a state of shock.  The next stage is being 
overwhelmed by feelings of sadness.  Sometimes the person does not have an appetite.  
Try to place a plate of fruit or food in front of them and they may unconsciously reach 
for the food.  Some people cannot sleep.  Say the adhk"r of the evening.  DonÕt force the 
person to come out of sadness and grieving.  If it is forced, then it will haunt the 
person.  DonÕt try to blame yourself or anyone.   
 
Top 10 ClichŽs Used by People: 

1) ÒI know how you feelÓ 
2) ÒYou have dealt with harder thingsÓ 
3) ÒTime heals all woundsÓ 
4) ÒDonÕt feel bad about itÓ 
5) ÒItÕs time for you to move onÓ 
6) ÒIt must be for something betterÓ 
7) ÒThey have lived a full lifeÓ  Instead, say:  All!h  chose this in His Wisdom 
8) ÒBe grateful you had them for that longÓ 
9) ÒIt could have been worseÓ 
10) ÒCheer up!  At least you are still aliveÓ 

 
Chapter 14  |  Introduction to the Science of Inheritance 

 
The ruling on learning inheritance is that it is far'  kif"yah. 

 
§ Definition 
 
It is a science by which we know three things: 

1. Who inherits 
2. Who does not inherit 
3. The amount that each heir will receive 

 
The objective of the science of inheritance is to deliver the estate to those who deserve 
it.  The estate includes money, the home, the car, and the belongings of the person.   
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How would we deal with the estate?  Not all of it has to be sold and turned into money, 
but we must know the approximate value of each item.  For example, a person may 
have a car when he dies, and it must be distributed among the estate.  If the person 
deserves  $40,000 and the car is worth $15,000, then the difference of $25,000 is given in 
addition to the car.  [Note:  if the person was alive, then he can give the car to 
whomever he wants]. 
 
How do we estimate the price of anything?  Two independent estimators give the 
prices.  For example, two car dealers would price a car.  If they give different prices that 
are close to each other, then the average of both numbers is taken.  If the numbers are 
far apart, then a third independent person is brought in to give another estimate 
because one of the first two estimates must be incorrect. 
 
§ The Importance of Learning about Inheritance 
 
This is knowledge that came from All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la).  When looking at the acts 
of worship such as $al"h, the details of it are in the Sunnah but not in the QurÕ!n.  
Similarly with zak"h.  All of the cases of inheritance were mentioned in the QurÕ!n in 
three verses.  They are found in S%rah Al-Nis"Õ v. 11, 12, and 176.  It is a Mercy from All!h  
that it is mentioned in the QurÕ!n because no one can dispute it.  If it was found in 
! ad#th, then some people may claim it was a weak ! ad#th. 
 
Abuu Hurayrah (may Allāh be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) said, ÒLearn the Science of Inheritance because it is from your religion, it is 
half of knowledge, and it is the first knowledge that would be removed from my 
nation.Ó (Al-!"kim)  
 
A time will come when two men will dispute about inheritance and there will be no one 
with the knowledge to judge between them. 
 
Ibn Abi Shaybah 31035:  the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe person who 
recites the QurÕ!n and does not understand the science of inheritance is just like two 
hands without a head.Ó  The scholars commented on the ! ad#th and said that it is not 
just specific to the science of inheritance but is referring to a time when people recite 
the QurÕ!n but do not understand it. 
 
§ The Wisdom Behind Islamic Laws of Inheritance 
 
When Islam came, it brought the laws of inheritance.  During the time of j"hiliyyah, it 
was very random and the females and weak would not inherit.  At that time, even the 
personÕs wife was distributed as part of inheritance as if she was an object. 
 
1. Family ties. 

When you know that you are going to inherit from someone, you have a strong 
relationship with that person and are grateful to them after they die. 
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2. Protection of wealth. 

If the person knows that the money will go to their own family, then they will not 
spend it unnecessarily but will try to protect and save it.  If the money was not to go 
to anyone else, then the person would spend the money here and there at the end 
of his life.   

 
3. Economic diversity. 

In Japan, some banks have an Islamic model because the profitability was proven to 
be higher than interest-based systems.   
 
One of the objectives of Islamic law is that the money goes from the rich to the 
poor.  If a rich person dies, then the money is spread among family members.  
Poorer family members may receive money and will be able to use the money to 
start businesses.  Crimes will be less when the gap between the rich and poor is less. 

 
4. The benefit to the offspring. 

Most of the money goes to the offspring, and the younger ones receive more money 
than the older ones. 

 
§ Common Misconceptions about the Islamic Laws of Inheritance 

 
ÒFor the male is (a share) equal to the share of two females.Ó (Al-Nisā’ 4:11) 
 
If someone raises this misconception, how would you reply to it?   

- Even though the male receives twice the money, the male is responsible to take 
care of the female members of his family.  The woman in Islam is never required 
to take care of herself.  If she chooses to work, then that is her right (with the 
permission of her husband), but it is optional for her. 

- If the man has parents and they are incapable of spending on themselves, then 
they are responsible for them. 

- The father is responsible for the marriage of his male children, within 
reasonable limits.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) told a man that he is 
required to spend money for his son to get married. 

- When a man gets married, he needs to pay mahar.   
- The man must provide for the home. 
- Men usually contribute more to the economy in general.  There are also women 

who are involved in business.  Khad"jah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanha) was an example of a 
successful businesswoman.   

- Before Islam, the women received nothing from inheritance.  Until the 1900s, 
even in Western countries women did not receive anything from inheritance.  
Islam gave women the right to inherit.   

 
Chapter 15  |  The Fundamentals of the Science of Inheritance 
 
Remember that All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la) has promised everyone rizq.  Another "yah:  
ÒAnd whoever fears All!h , He will make for him an exit and will give him rizq from ÉÓ  
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Islamic laws of inheritance benefit the vast majority of people.  All!h  (sub! "nahu wa 
taÕ"la) is Al-ÔAdl (The Just).  There are few differences of opinion regarding inheritance 
because it is based on three "yahs in the QurÕ!n. 
 
§ The Pillars of Inheritance 
 
1. The Deceased: All relatives referenced to him.  

Everything must be referenced to him or her.  For example, when we say Ôthe sisterÕ, 
it means Ôthe sister of the deceased.Õ  Some people in the middle make the mistake of 
switching the point of reference.  A man may have a son and daughter, and they may 
refer to the daughter as the sister and get lost, but she should be referred to as the 
daughter because that is her relationship with the deceased. 
 

2. The Heir: The ones who deserve to inherit.  
 

3. The Estate: Whatever the deceased left behind. 
This includes money, real estate, the salary that may be received after death. 

 
Life insurance is a form of gambling and not permissible.   

 
§ The Conditions of Inheritance 
 
Without any of these conditions, there is no inheritance: 
 
1. Certainty of Death: Either a real death or being lost eternally.  

If the person is on life support, inheritance is not distributed.  If the person traveled to 
another country and contact is lost with him, inheritance is not distributed because 
there is no certainty of death.   
 
 
 

2. Certainty of the life of all heirs. 
When the person dies, all of the people who are heirs must have been alive at that 
time.  If one of them died a few minutes before the deceased being referenced, then 
they do not inherit.  They must live until after the person died, even if it is just 5 
minutes after.  For example, there may be a car accident and the woman may die and 
the man dies a few minutes after her.  The estate of the woman is distributed first, and 
then once the money has been given to the man, then the manÕs estate is distributed. 
  

3. Certainty of the relationship: Between the deceased and the heirs. 
If after the person dies a woman says that the man had married her secretly but 
cannot prove it and has no witnesses and no marriage contract, then she cannot 
inherit because there is no certainty of relationship.  If a man dies and a few days 
later someone shows up and says he is the child, then he does not inherit.  A bastard 
child inherits from the mother because the relationship is certain, but he does not 
inherit from the father because it was illegitimate.   
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It is permissible to sponsor a child and take care of them and provide for them, but 
you cannot change the name of the child.   
 
If there is a child who has breastfed from a woman, then can he inherit from her?  
The child would not inherit. 

 
§ The Causes of Inheritance 
 
1. Marriage 
A person inherits from the spouse.  A woman in her Ôiddah would inherit from her 
husband, and he would still inherit from her.  The evidence:  In Abu D!w&d, Ibn MasÔ&d 
narrated that a womanÕs husband died while she was in her Ôiddah, and the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that she would inherit.   
 

- What if the husband divorced her only to deprive her from inheritance? 
Normally if the womanÕs Ôiddah is over, she would not inherit, but if the man did it with 
this intention, then the scholars said she would inherit.  In Al-JamiÔ , al%a narrated that 
ÔUthm! n ibn ÔAffan granted a woman inheritance from ÔAbdulRa%m! n ibn ÔAwf when he 
divorced her in his sickness.  ÔAbdulRa%m! n was one of the ten promised Paradise, and 
he was extremely rich.  For the last year of his life, he was very sick.  His wife already 
had a lot of money, and he divorced her so that the children would receive more 
money.  After his death, when the case was brought to Uthman, he gave his wife the 
share of inheritance because if All!h  gave a share to anyone, then no one is allowed to 
override it.  Someone may say that ÔUthm! n did this, but the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
wa sallam) said, ÒFollow my Sunnah and the sunnah of the four khulaf"Õ al-rash#d%n.Ó   
 
 
 
 
2. Family relationship:  It is divided into three types 
- Parents (ascendants). 

This means the mother, father, grandmother, grandfather, great grandfather, great 
grandmother and anyone who is alive as long as they are not blocked, which is 
indicated in the chart. 

- Offspring 
The personÕs children, childrenÕs children, childrenÕs childrenÕs children, and so on 
as long as they are not blocked. 

- Slave loyalty 
If a person frees a slave and that slave later dies, the person is rewarded for freeing 
that slave by having a share of the inheritance.  
Ibn * ibb! n:  the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒSlave loyalty is a a 
connection like family.Ó  The scholars said that just like the mother releases the 
child from being an embryo to a human in this world, the person who frees a slave 
has released a person as well.   
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The slave does not inherit from the person who freed him.  If this was so, then it 
would stop people from freeing slaves, which is against the wisdom of Islamic law. 

 
§ The Impediments of Inheritance  
- Murder 

Bayhaqi:  ÒThe murderer gets nothing from the inheritors.Ó  This is a Mercy from 
All!h .   
The scholars said that even if the murder happens accidentally, the murderer would 
still not inherit.  If the person would inherit from someone whom he killed 
accidentally, how many accidental murders would happen?  It would open up the 
door for a lot of corruption. 

- Slavery 
If the person is a slave, he does not inherit.  The slave is owned by his master, so if 
someone dies, then his master would inherit.  The master is supposed to give the 
slave the same food and clothing.   

- Difference of Religion 
Bukh"r# and Muslim:  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe Muslim 
does not inherit from the non-Muslim and the non-Muslim does not inherit from 
the Muslim.Ó 
What is the wisdom?  Why wouldnÕt a Muslim inherit from a non-Muslim?  If 
someone has a non-Muslim relative who is still alive and knows that he will inherit 
from him, then he will try to make dawÔah about Islam so that once they become 
Muslims then they would inherit from them.  All!h  knows best. 
 
What about the case of the Muslim man and his non-Muslim wife (Christian or Jew)?  
According to the majority of scholars, she would not inherit; however, a person has 
1/3rd of his estate that he can give away, and this 1/3rd can be given to anyone, 
Muslim or non-Muslim.  If a person has a non-Muslim relative, they can give them 
from the 1/3rd of the estate as a bequest (wa$yyah).   
 
The non-Muslim wife would not inherit more than if she was Muslim.  She receives 
the lesser of the two amounts.  If the husband has children, then the woman would 
have 1/8th.  If they donÕt have children, she would get ..  In a bequest, a person can 
give money to anyone except for those who are already inheriting.   
 
N&% (ÔalayhiÕl-sal"m) said about his son, ÒHe is from my family.Ó  All!h  said, ÒHe is 
not from your family.Ó  The relationship is based on taw! #d of All!h  (sub! "nahu wa 
taÕ"la).  If the person does not have taw! #d, we still treat them nicely in the duny" 
and take care of them, but after they die, there is nothing we can do.  The Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was asking All!h  for permission to ask forgiveness for 
his mother and All!h  did not give him permission.  He said, ÒI asked Him permission 
to visit her grave, and He gave me permission.  Visit the graves because it reminds 
you of the afterlife.Ó  S%rah Al-Tawbah v. 80/81: ÒAsk forgiveness for them or donÕt 
ask forgiveness for them.  If you ask forgiveness for them 70 times, All!h  will not 
forgive them.Ó  Then All!h  sent v. 84:  ÒDo not pray on any one of them who died 
and do not stand above his grave.  They have disbelieved in All!h  and died on fisq.Ó     
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What if someone is a convert with all non-Muslim relatives?  There is consensus 
that Muslims and non-Muslims do not inherit from each other, but there are special 
cases.  If she has no other means to support herself, she would present the case to 
the Muslim judge, and she can take as much as she needs to live but has to give the 
rest away.  This is a special case.   
 
If someone has a non-Muslim relative and wants to inherit from him, ask him to 
give you the money while still alive.   
 
What if someone accepts Islam after the person dies?  The majority said no, but 
Im!m  A%mad said that we would give to him because it is a way to encourage him.  
Even if money is not given to the person from the inheritance, money can be given 
to him from the zak"h. 

 
Chapter 16  |  The Wil l 
 
ÒIt is the duty of a Muslim who has something to be given as a bequest not to spend two 
nights except that his will is written with him.Ó (Al-Bukh!r" 2738) 
 
What is the ruling on writing the will?   
Anyone who has any type of money should not spend two nights except that their will 
is written.  Someone may say, ÒI donÕt have that much money, so I donÕt need to write 
my will.Ó  Remember that you are a Muslim in a non-Muslim country, and if you do not 
write your will, so many things may happen.  You cannot guarantee how your funeral 
arrangements will be done.  If you know that there is anything wrong that your family 
members may do, then you would write this in the will. 
 
 
 
§ What happens if you donÕt write a will? 

 
1. Distribution of the estateÉ 

Your inheritance will not be distributed Islamically. 
 

2. If you have no heirsÉ 
The state will take the inheritance. 
 

3. If you have a mortgageÉ 
They will not only inherit the home but the debt also.  The home if co-owned by the 
husband and wife will go to one of them while Islamically the inheritance must be 
distributed according to the verses in the QurÕ!n.  The transfer of the debt may be a 
hardship on the family.  The biggest problem is that the person who died would 
have to answer for the interest they were involved in on the Day of Judgment. 
 

4. What happens to your childrenÉ 
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The children may go to an orphanage or foster home. 

 
5. If your marriage was not registeredÉ 

If people were married Islamically but the marriage was not registered, then it 
becomes more complicated because the spouse would not inherit even if it was 
proven that there were witnesses to the marriage because it was not registered.   

 
6. If you were married by law but divorced IslamicallyÉ 

As a result of this, a person may inherit who is not supposed to inherit.   
 
7. If divorce papers were not finalizedÉ 

Sometimes it may take up to a year for divorce papers to be finalized, and up until 
the time the papers are finalized, they will inherit each other while they are not 
supposed to Islamically. 

 
8. If a man was married to a non-Muslim wifeÉ 

The person needs to name a bequest so that the non-Muslim wife would receive 
some money. 
 

9. If a man marries more than one wifeÉ 
Only the wife who is registered would inherit. 
 

10. Routine post-mortemÉ 
Islamically this is not allowed unless necessary.  It must be waived in the will. 

 
11. Taxes on your estateÉ 

If you donÕt write a will, then 35% or even 50-60% in some states may go to the state 
as taxes.  If you write your will, there are legal ways to decrease the tax amount. 

 
 
§ Recommended Acts in Will Writing 
 
When thinking about the will, donÕt just think about money, the home, and the estate.  
Your family will receive this, and it is one way to give them advice for probably the last 
time.  Your words in the will have a heavy effect on the family.   
 
Did the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) himself write a will?  In Al-JamiÔ 9255, , al%a 
narrated, ÒI asked Ibn Abi Awfa, ÔDid the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) leave 
behind a will?Õ  He said, ÔNo.Õ  Then I asked, ÔHow did he order people to write a will but 
he did not write one?Õ  He said, ÔHe has left the Book of All!h  as his will.ÕÓ  The will of 
the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) is the Book of All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la).   
 
1. To advise about the Book of All!h  
 
ÔAbdull! h ibn ÔAmr ibn Al-Ô' - used to recite the QurÕ!n once every night.  His wife was 
complaining that he was not giving her enough time.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 



Qabeelat Hosna                                                    The Last Breath:  Fiqh of Death and Inheritance 
March 2011                                                                                           Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeem 

91 

 
sallam) told him to read it once every thirty days.  He said that he could do more than 
that.  Then the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said to read it once every 7 days.  He 
said that he could do more than that.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said to 
read it once every three days.  The scholars said that if a person did not recite the 
QurÕ!n for 30 days, then the person has a sin on him.  S%rah Al-Qamar: ÒWe made the 
QurÕ!n easyÉdonÕt they think about the meaning of the QurÕ!n?  Or are there locks on 
their hearts?Ó  The scholars wanted to look at the minimum period in which a person 
should read the QurÕ!n, so they looked at this ! ad#th. 
 
Advise your family to recite the QurÕ!n. 
 
2. To advise about funeral issues 
 
This will keep you clear in front of All!h  in case your family does any innovations.  Abu 
Hurayrah (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) in the book of Im!m  A%mad told his family, ÒIf I die, then 
do not build on my grave, and do not follow me with fire, and take me quickly to my 
Lord.Ó  
 
ÔAli (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) asked Al-* asan, ÒWhen I die, do not get an expensive shroud.  
Carry me with a speed that is between two walks Ð not so fast and not so slow.  If it was 
something good, you would be taking me to it quickly, and if it was evil, then you got 
rid of me from your shoulders.Ó  He is so humble even though he is one of the ten 
promised Paradise.   
 
You can add an attachment to your will.  [http://tinyurl.com/islamic-will ] 
 
3. To advise your family to fear All!h  and depend on All!h  
 
A$!Õ ibn Abi Rab!% from the tabiÕin said in his will, ÒMy son, fear All!h  and know that 
you will not fear All!h  and acquire knowledge until you worship All!h  alone and 
believe in his predestination.  Know that what has happened to you did not mistake you 
and what has not happened to you did not mistake you.  If you differ from this, then 
you will go to the Hellfire.Ó 
 
Sahl Al-Ba-ri said, ÒIf you sell your worldly life for your afterlife, then you have won 
both by the Name of All!h .  Do not sell your worldly life for your afterlife, or you will 
lose both.Ó 
 
ÔUmar ibn ÔAbdul-ÔAziz said, ÒThis is not my money for me to write for them.  This is the 
money of the Muslims.  If my son is righteous, then All!h  will take care of that person.  
If he is other than that, then All!h  will take care of him in the appropriate way.Ó  He 
had dependence on All!h  (sub! "nahu wa taÕ"la). 
 
4. To return all rights to its owners 
 
5. Not to delay or limit your charity or good deeds to the will 
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The person who leaves charity until the end of his life is just like the person who 
invited someone for dinner and ate until he was full and then asked his guest to eat. 
 
§ Giving a Bequest (Wa$yyah) 
 
A bequest is an amount that can be named to any person other than someone who is 
already inheriting.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said ÒThere is no bequest 
for a person who is inheriting.Ó 
 
Sometimes people put conditions on the bequest.  For example:  ÒI donÕt want the 
person to receive the money until they are 25 years old.Ó  Is this permissible?  It 
depends.  When it comes to the inheritance (what All!h  named for a person), then 
conditions cannot be put on this because it is a right that All!h  has given to them and 
must be distributed to them.  A person can name a bequest to anyone, so in this case, 
the person can put conditions on the bequest.   
 
1. Debts are considered before the will 

 
2. The maximum amount 
 
The maximum bequest is 1/3rd.  In the book of Im!m  A%mad:  Sahl ibn Abi Waqq! - was 
sick and asked the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam), ÒOh Prophet of All!h , I have 
only one daughter and she will inherit me.  Should I give two-thirds of my money?Ó  
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒNo.Ó  He said, ÒShould I give one-half?Ó  
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒNo.Ó  He said, ÒShould I give one third?Ó  
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒYes, and one third is a lot.Ó 
 
Even though it is permissible to give the full one-third, it is makr%h because the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that this is a lot.  If you leave the whole thing for your 
family, then this is fine as well.  You can use it to give a continuous charity such as 
sponsoring an orphan or building a well.  If your family needs the money, then they 
would have more right to this.   
 
What if someone names more than one-third as a bequest?  What do we do in this case?  
If a person has $200,000 in their bank account and names $50,000 to a person.  While 
they were alive, this is one-quarter, which fulfills the one-third.  If by the time the 
person dies he only has $100,000 in his bank account, then you reduce the amount give 
to the person to one-third.  If he named it to more than one person, then reduce all of 
them proportionally so that the total is not more than one-third.   
 
When calculating the one-third, add up the total worth of the property and items of 
monetary value. 
 
What if someone names an item as a bequest?  The person is allowed to do this.  
However, the worth of this item should not be more than one-third of the estate of the 
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person if it is a bequest.  If it was more than one-third, then the person who takes the 
item would have to give the difference back to the inheritors for distribution according 
to the inheritance chart. 
 
3. Bequests to inheritors 
 
4. Bequests to non-Muslims 
Can someone give a bequest to a non-Muslim?  Yes. 
 
5. Bequests to minors 
Can a minor be given a bequest?  There is an extra condition of naming a guardian.  
This guardian would take care of the spending until the child grows up.  If the guardian 
was poor, then he could receive a reasonable amount of money to take care of 
expenses.  Islamically, we test them to see if they are old enough and mature enough. 
 
6. If there are no surviving relatives 
What if someone has no surviving relatives?  Can they name the entire money as a 
bequest?  No, but they can name up to one-third.  The remaining two-thirds goes to 
bayt al-mal if there is an Islamic government.  If there is no bayt al-mal (i.e. Muslims 
living in a non-Muslim country), then in the will the person should name a minimum of 
two Islamic organizations you trust to leave the money to.  A minimum of two are 
named because one may not exist or have legal troubles by the person dies.   
 
7. Distributing bequest / estate when the person is alive. 
The scholars mentioned that this is something that is not recommended.  However, 
they mentioned that if there is a fear that there may be a clash after the person dies, 
then to minimize the harm the person can distribute the money while still alive.  There 
would have to be a remaining amount for the person to live on until he dies and this 
would then be distributed when he dies. 
 
§ Rules Regarding the Witness of the Will 

 
1. Number of witnesses 
In S%rah Al-Baqarah v. 282:  ÒHave two witnesses from among your men.  If there are not 
two men, then a man and two women, whoever you would be pleased from among the 
witnesses.Ó  Find witnesses who are just and people whom you trust from the 
community. 
 
This verse is not specifically talking about inheritance and wills, but the scholars used 
analogy and said that two witnesses.  Legally, most states require two witnesses with 
the following conditions:  they should not be inheriting and they cannot be spouses of 
inheritors.  If you name a bequest to someone in your will, then the spouse of that 
person cannot be a witness.  Islamically, the witnesses can be anyone as long as they 
meet the condition of being trustworthy.  It is best to find someone familiar with 
inheritance law or leaders from the community. 
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Why two women?  Historically and even today, men deal more with money issues.   
 
2. Oral will vs. written will 
Islamically, it is permissible for someone to give an oral will although it is highly 
recommended to have a written will because of the ayah 282 in S%rah Al-Baqarah:  ÒIf 
you have a debt until a named time, then write it down.Ó  The inheritance is like a debt 
to family members.  In the final moments of a person, they may name something. 
 
Because of corruption that may happen, it is legally required to write down the will.  In 
US law, the will must be written down and cannot be oral. 
 
3. Does the witness have to know the content? 
Legally, the witnesses do not have to know the content of the will as long as they are 
witnesses on the signature.  The two witnesses sign each page of the will in addition to 
you, and they are just witnesses that this is the legal document. 
 
Islamically, the person has to know what he is being a witness on.   
 
4. Ruling on witnessing injustice 
Islamically, the person has to know what he is being a witness on.  The person cannot 
be a witness on something against the law of All!h .  &ad#th in Abu D!w&d 3452:  Al-
NuÔm! n (ra' yAll"hu Ôanhu) named a garden to one of his children, and told the Prophet 
($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) this and asked him to be a witness.  The Prophet ($allall"hu 
Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒDid you name a garden to each of your children?Ó  He said, ÒNo.Ó  
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒI cannot be a witness on injustice.Ó 

 
Islamically, part of being a witness is that if there is any dispute after the death of the 
person, then they would mention what the person would say. 
 
 
§ Steps for Preparing a Will 
 
1. Method of writing 

It is recommended to be typed and not handwritten. 
 

2. No crossing out 
This may lead to corruption.  After a person dies, someone may scratch out certain 
parts and write initials, so it is not allowed.  If any change is made, then the entire 
page must be printed again. 
 

3. Write several drafts 
 
4. Use simple language 

Do not use language that may have more than one meaning. 
 

5. Leave no spaces 
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6. Make original copies 

A notary public should stamp the will as original.  It is dated so that if there is any 
later version, the older versions are void. 
 

7. Make spare copies 
Leave a copy of the will with someone you trust. 
 

8. Name executors 
By law, you need to name two executors.  They are the people who will take the 
contents of your will and try to execute it.  Normally, only one person executes the 
will, but you name two people in case one of them is not available.  The minimum is 
to name two, but more can be named.  You are allowed to choose a family member 
to execute the will.  If you do not name an executor, the state will name an executor 
for your who may not be from your family members, and you will have to pay fees. 

 
Chapter 17  |  Distr ibution of the Inheritance 
 
§ The Verses of Inheritance 
 
ÒAll!h instructs you concerning your children: for the male, what is equal to the share 
of two females. But if there are [only] daughters, two or more, for them is two thirds of 
oneÕs estate. And if there is only one, for her is half. And for oneÕs parents, to each one 
of them is a sixth of his estate if he left children. But if he had no children and the 
parents [alone] inherit from him, then for his mother is one third. And if he had 
brothers [or sisters], for his mother is a sixth, after any bequest he [may have] made or 
debt. Your parents or your children Ð you know not which of them are nearest to you in 
benefit. [These shares are] an obligation [imposed] by Allāh. Indeed, Allāh is ever 
Knowing and Wise.Ó (Al-Nisā’ 4:11) 
 
ÒAnd for you is half of what your wives leave if they have no child. But if they have a 
child, for you is one fourth of what they leave, after any bequest they [may have] made 
or debt. And for the wives is one fourth if you leave no child. But if you leave a child, 
then for them is an eighth of what you leave, after any bequest you [may have] made or 
debt. And if a man or woman leaves neither ascendants nor descendants but has a 
brother or a sister, then for each one of them is a sixth. But if they are more than two, 
they share a third, after any bequest which was made or debt, as long as there is no 
detriment [caused]. [This is] an ordinance from All!h, and All!h is Knowing and 
Forbearing.Ó (Al-Nis!Õ 4:12) 
 
ÒThey request from you a [legal] ruling. Say, ‘Allāh gives you a ruling concerning one 
having neither descendants nor ascendants [as heirs].Õ If a man dies, leaving no child 
but [only] a sister, she will have half of what he left. And he inherits from her if she 
[dies and] has no child. But if there are two sisters [or more], they will have two-thirds 
of what he left. If there are both brothers and sisters, the male will have the share of 
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two females. Allāh makes clear to you [His law], lest you go astray. And Allāh is 
Knowing of all things.Ó (Al-Nis!Õ 4:176) 
 
These three verses and one ! ad#th have every possible relationship Islamically.  
Everything in the verses is inshāÕAll"h mentioned in the Inheritance Table. 
 
§ Division of the Inheritance 
 
1. Those who have a prescribed share 
Prescribed share means that All!h  named a specific number to them.  In S%rah Al-Nis"Õ 
v. 12, All!h  said, ÒÉAnd for the wives is one fourth if you leave no child. But if you leave 
a child, then for them is an eighth of what you leaveÉÓ   
 
Co-wives share the fixed amount.  In other words, if someone has four wives and no 
children, then all of them share the one-fourth.   
 
In the QuÕran, only six fractions are mentioned:  one-eight, one-fourth, one-half, one-
sixth, one-third, two-thirds 
 
2. Those who have a residual share 
 
There are people from the family who are not named a specific amount in the QurÕ!n.  
For example, someoneÕs only surviving relatives may be the wife and a few sons and 
daughters.  The wife would be given one-eighth.  The residual amount is seven-eighths, 
and this is the amount distributed amongst the children. 
 
3. When there are no residual inheritors 
 
Example:  The mother is given one-third and the wife is given one-fourth and there are 
no other relatives.  The rest of the money is given back to them in the same proportion. 
 
4. Far relatives 
 
If all of the family members named in the QurÕ!n or follow the rule in the ! ad#th are all 
dead and there are only far relatives, then they receive from the inheritance. 
 
5. When there are no relatives 
 
The money will go to bayt al-mal, or in a non-Muslim country, the money would go to a 
named Islamic organization in the will. 
 
§ Calculation of the Inheritance  
 
1. Assessment of the relatives: To decide who inherits and who doesnÕt  
See who is alive and who is not.  One way is to take the chart and ask the person who of 
his family members are still alive.   
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2. Assessment of the inheritors: To decide who inherits and who is blocked  
From those who are alive, assess the inheritors.   
 
B on the chart means blocked.   
 
The Prophet (!allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒGive the prescribed shares to those who 
deserve it.  Whatever remains of it, give it to the closest male relative.Ó 
 
3. To order those who inherit: Prescribed share, residual share, far relatives  

 
4. To calculate the share of each person 
 
Prescribed shares: 1/8, 1/4, 1/2 - 1/6, 1/3, 2/3  
Share reduction: If the total was more than one, the shares are reduced proportionally 
 
A descending heir is a son or daughter and sonÕs son and sonÕs daughter and sonÕs sonÕs 
son, sonÕs sonÕs daughter, etc.  The children of his daughter are not descending heirs.  
The children of the daughter of his son are not descending heirs.  All but the children of 
daughters are descending heirs. 
 
T = taÕseeb (remainder) 
ÔAasib = someone who shares with them 
Multiple = 2 or more 
 
Examples:   
 
1) Man died, he left behind $320,000 (total worth of estate). 

He left behind:  1 wife, 1 son, 2 daughters 
Wife: 1/8 = $40,000 
Remainder = Total Ð Sum of Prescribed 
Remainder = 1 Ð 1/8 = 7/8 
 
Total # of shares:  1 son (2 shares) + 2 daughters (1 share each) = 4 shares 
Each share = Remainder / Total # of shares 
Each share = 7/8 Ö 4  =  7/8 / .  =  7/32 
Each daughter:  7/32 = $70,000 
Son:  14/32 = $140,000 

 
ÔUmar gave the fatw":  if there is only the father and the mother and either spouse is 
alive, then they inherit according to the following:  The spouse receives what is on the 
chart.  Whatever remains, the father receives 2/3 and the mother receives 1/3. 
 
2) Woman died, she left behind $600,000 

She left behind: 1 husband, 1 father, 1 mother 
Husband:  1/2  =  $300,000 
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Remainder = 1 Ð ( = ( 
Mother:  1/3 / ( = 1/6  = $100,000 
Father:  2 / 1/6 = 1/3  = $200,000 
  

3) Man died, he left behind $320,000 
He left behind:  1 wife, 1 father, 1 mother 
Wife:  .  = $80,000 
Remainder = 1 Ð . = 0 
Mother:  1/3 / 0 = .  = $80,000 
Father:  2 / . = (  = $160,000 

 
4) Man died, he left $96,000 

He left behind 2 wives, 1 father, 3 sons, 4 daughters 
2 wives:  1/8 = $12,000 
1 wife:  1/8 Ö 2 = 1/16  = $6,000 
Father:  1/6 = $16,000 
 
Remainder = 1 Ð 1/8 Ð 1/6  =  48/48 Ð 6/48 Ð 8/48  =  34/48 
Total # of shares = 3 sons / 2 + 4 daughters / 1 = 10 shares 
Each share = 34/48 Ö 10 = 34/480 
Each daughter = 34/480 = $6,800 
Each son = 2 / 34/480 = 68/480 = $13,600 
 

5) Man died, he left $12,000,000 
He left behind:  2 full brothers, 3 full sisters, 1 full uncle paternal (blocked), 2 
daughters, 1 grandmother maternal, 3 wives 
 
Those who get remainder:  2 full brothers, 3 full sisters 
 
2 daughters = 2/3  
Each daughter = 2/3 Ö 2 = 1/3  =  $4,000,000 
 
Grandmother maternal = 1/6  =  $2,000,000 
 
3 wives = 1/8 
Each wife = 1/8 Ö 3 = 1/24  =  $500,000 
 
Remainder:  $12,000,000 Ð ($4,000,000 / 2) - $2,000,000 Ð ($500,000 / 3) =  $500,000 
2 full brothers and 3 full sisters 
Total number of shares = 2 brothers / 2 + 3 sisters / 1 = 7 
Each sister = $500,000/7 = $71,428.57 
Each brother = $142,857.14 

 
6) Man died, he left $70,000 

He left behind: 1 wife, 1 mother 
1 wife = . 
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1 mother = 1/3  
Remainder = 1 Ð . - 1/3 = 5/12 
Give the remainder back to the wife and mother in the same proportion.  How do 
you do this? 
 
Total = 1 Ð 5/12 = 7/12 
 
Wife:  . / reciprocal of total received = . x 12/7 = 12/28  = 3/7  =  $30,000 
Mother = 1/3 / 12/7 = 12/21  = 4/7  = $40,000 

 
If there are no remainder relatives, then calculate the total of the shares (X) and 
multiply each personÕs share by the reciprocal of X. 
 
How to solve an inheritance question: 

1. Figure out the prescribed inheritors and give each of them their prescribed 
share. 

2. Calculate the remainder. 
3. Calculate the share of those who are sharing the remainder. 

 
Chapter 18  |  Special Cases in Inheritance 
 
§ Mass Catastrophes 
 
Mass Catastrophes: Those who died together drowning, in an earthquake, fire, etc. where 
more than one relative of those who inherit die at the same time. 
 
The problem is when more than one person dies at the same time.  What do we do in this 
case?   
 
 
 
There are three possible situations:  
 
1. If we know who died first  

There are two separate inheritance cases.  If a man dies 15 minutes before his wife, 
then we distribute his inheritance first and add the wifeÕs share to her estate, and then 
we distribute her inheritance.   

 
Typical family:  wife ($120,000), husband ($100,000), 1 son, 1 daughter 
Car accident happened, husband and wife die.   
 
If the man died first: 
Case 1:  Man died, he has $100,000 and has 1 wife, 1 son, 1 daughter 
 Wife:  1/8 = $12,500 
 
Case 2:  Woman died, she left $120,000 + $12,500 = $132,500. 
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 Son: 
 Daughter: 
 

2. If we do not know the sequence of death  
Solve the inheritance problem twice, but in both cases, the other person does not exist 
at all. 

 
Typical family:  wife ($120,000), husband ($100,000), 1 son, 1 daughter 
Car accident happened, husband and wife die.   
 
If we donÕt know who died first: 
 
Case 1 Ð Man died, $100,000, son and daughter 
 
Case 2 Ð Woman died, $120,000, son and daughter 
 

3. If there is a dispute 
If there is a dispute, then the case goes to a Muslim judge, and he tries to determine 
based on the evidence who died first.  If he can determine the order, then we treat 
is as scenario 1.  If he cannot determine, then the people take an oath.  If they both 
take an oath and it is still determined, then it is determined as scenario 2 (we do not 
know the sequence of death). 

 
§ Pregnancy and the Newborn 
 
The Newborn: A child who was delivered and alive at birth. 
Giving inheritance before the child is born:  
Two cases Ð   
1. All inheritors agree to wait 

 
2. If they donÕt agree to wait 

- Those who their share wonÕt change  
If a man died and she already had children, then her share is 1/8, and it will not 
change, so she can be given the money. 

- Those who their share may be blocked 
- Those who their share may decrease 

Give them the minimum amount. 
- If we know the number of embryos 

Even if you know this, you do not know if they will be born alive or not, so wait. 
 
If the child was delivered dead, then he does not inherit. 
 
In the Sunan Al-Kubra, the Prophet (!allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒIf the newborn 
screams, then he inherits.Ó  Scholars said that this means if the newborn was born alive, 
then he inherits. 
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§ The Lost PersonÕs Inheritance Distribution 
Lost person:  Someone who disappeared and there is no news about him 
 
There are two types of lost people: 

1. Lost in Safety 
For example, if there is an international student who came to study and his 
family doesnÕt here from him for a few years, this person is lost in safety 
because we donÕt know that anything happened to him. 
 

2. Lost in Danger 
If there was a ship that sunk and some were saved and others were not and they 
cannot find someone, then this person is lost in danger. 

 
How long should we wait? 
Some fuqah"Õ mentioned time limits.  The M!liki madh-hab:  wait until the 90th birthday 
of the person.  In this case, we present all of the possible circumstances to a Muslim 
judge, and he makes a decision and sets a time limit based on his knowledge of the 
problem. 
 
How to distribute his share (if someone else dies)? 
 
§ Transsexuals and Inheritance 
 
Transsexuals:  A person who was born with a combination of male and female organs. 
 
Inheritance:  How do we determine if we should count him/her as a male or female? 
One opinion is that they are counted as 1 ! shares.  The majority of scholars say that we 
try to determine which gender they are closer to.  A rule of thumb:  see which part they 
urinate from.   
 
 
§ Far Relatives 
 
ÒBut those of [blood] relationship are more entitled [to inheritance] in the decree of 
All!h .Ó  (Al-Anf" l 8:75) 
 
If every person on the inheritance chart is dead, then we start to look at the far 
relatives.  This is a very rare case.  Some scholars said that they would not inherit 
because they are not named anywhere, but the majority said that they do inherit 
because of the ayah in S%rah Al-Anf" l. 
 
Chapter 19  |  Questioning of the Grave 
 
S%rah Al-MuÕmin%n v. 100:  ÒAnd behind them there is a barzakh until the Day when they 
are resurrected.Ó 
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The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThe grave is either a garden from the 
gardens of Paradise or a hole from the place of Hellfire.Ó   
 
§ Introduction to the Questioning of the Grave 
 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) prayed on a child then said, ÒO All!h protect him 
from the torture of the grave and from the tribulations of the grave.Ó (Muwa!!aÕ of 
Im!m  M!lik)  
 
ÒThe righteous person would be in his grave, not feeling any horror and not 
overwhelmed.Ó And he said, ÒThe bad person would be in his grave terrified and feeling 
horror.Ó (Al-J!miÔ 3731) 
 
Ibn * ibb! n 3117:  Two angels Munkar and Nakir, both black and blue, will come to the 
person in the grave and ask him the questions.  If the person was a believer, he will say, 
ÒI bear witnessÉÓ  If the person was a hypocrite, then he will say, ÒI heard people say 
such and suchÉÓ  For the disbeliever, he will say, ÒHuh?  I donÕt know.Ó   
 
§ The Warnings about the Torture of the Grave 
 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) warned us in many a! ad#th about the torture of 
the grave.   
 
ÒWe would torture them twice, and then they would be returned to a great 
punishment.Ó (Al-Tawbah 9:101) 
Ibn +Abb!s explained and said that it was the torture when the soul comes out and then 
the torture of the grave. 
 
In the Old and New Testament:  Two women of the Jews in Madinah came to Ô'Õishah 
and told her that the people are tortured in the graves.  She denied what they were 
saying and then went to the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) and told him what 
happened.  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒThey spoke the truth.Ó  She said that 
later she noticed that the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) would not pray $al"h 
except that he would ask for protection from the punishment of the grave. 
 
ÒIt was revealed to me that you would be tested in your graves a test that is close to the 
tribulation of the Dajj!l (anti-Christ).Ó (Al-Bukhārī 182) 
 
In al-Tirmidhi:  ÔUthm ān said, ÒThe grave is the first stage of the afterlife, and if the 
person is saved from that, then whatever comes after is easier, and if he is not saved 
from that, then what comes after is much worse.Ó 
 
§ The Wisdom Behind Hiding the Torture 
 
If we could hear the torture of the grave, then people would be afraid to bury people.  
Also, people would be talking about each other.  Life would stop completely because 
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people would hear sounds everywhere.  It would also be difficult if the family members 
could hear the torture of a loved one. 
 
ÒAll creatures are going to hear the torture of the people of the grave except the 
humans and the jinn.” (Abū Dāwūd 2313) 
 
“If you did not bury each other, I would’ve asked Allāh to make you hear the torture of 
the grave.Ó (Muslim 2868) 
 
§ Causes of the Torture of the Grave 
 
1. The reason most people would get the torture 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) passed by a graveyard and said, ÒThey are 
being tortured, but it is not something big.   One of them used to walk between people 
backbiting others.  The other person did not cover or take heed from his urine.Ó  [This 
means that he would not clean himself properly, or it would come back on his body as 
he was doing it.] 

- Not taking cover from urination 
- The backbiter 

 
2. Rejecting the QurÕ!n and sleeping from $al"h 
When the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was ascending to the heavens, he saw a 
man that was hit by a rock, so he asked Jibr"l about this person.  Jibr"l mentioned this 
person received the QurÕ! n but then rejected its message and the person who sleeps 
from doing the established $al"h, meaning sleeping during $al"h time and not doing it. 
 
3. Dragging clothes out of arrogance 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said, ÒMay All!h curse the person who drags 
his clothes out of arrogance.Ó 
 
 
4. Breaking fast in Ramadan with no reason 
This was mentioned in the ! ad#th when the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) was 
ascending to the heavens.  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) saw a man who was hung 
from his neck and was dripping blood.  When he asked Jibr"l about this, Jibr"l said that 
this was the person who used to break his fast in Ramadan without a reason. 

 
5. Dealing with interest 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) saw a person who was swimming in a river 
made of blood.  He was going around in circles, and every time he passed by a man who 
was sitting on the shoreline, the man would put a rock in the mouth of the one who was 
swimming.  He ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) asked Jibr"l who this person was.  Jibr"l said 
that this person was the one who was dealing with interest. 

 
6. Adultery 
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The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) saw an oven with people in it being burned 
with a fire.  He asked Jibr"l about these people, and Jibr"l said that these were the 
adulterers and adulteresses, and they were being burned and tortured like that until 
the Day of Judgment. 
 
7. Ordering people to do good but not doing it 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) also saw people whose lips were being burned.  
He asked Jibr"l who they were, and he replied that they were people who were speakers 
who used to order others to do good, but they themselves did not do what they ordered 
people to do. 
 
8. Lying and spreading rumors 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) saw a group of people whose jaws were being 
broken out of their head repeatedly, and he asked Jibr"l who they were.  Jibr"l said that 
they were the people who were lying and spreading rumors among the community. 
 
9. Hypocrisy 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) mentioned the land would collapse on the 
person who practiced hypocrisy until his limbs were joined / scrambled together. 

 
10. Torturing animals 
 
11. Stealing from public money 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that person was tortured because he stole 
from the loot of the battle (i.e. stealing from the public money of the Muslims).  
sub! "nAll"h, when they went to see what he had taken, it was only a small piece of 
armor from the battle. 
 
12. Dying with a debt 
Many of us fall into this without knowing.  The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) 
mentioned that person who dies with a debt will be tied to their debt until it is repaid 
on their behalf. 
 
13. Stealing at Hajj 
The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) mentioned that the person who stole from the 
! ujj" j would be dragged on his neck back and forth. 
 
14. Other causes by Ibn Al-Qayyim (The Book of the Soul) 

- Praying without ablution 
- Not assisting the oppressed 
- Not paying zak"h 
- Stealing from the money of the orphans 

 
Also, those who did any major sin in general.  When the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa 
sallam) passed by the grave and said the two people are not being tortured in something 
big.  The scholars who commented on this ! ad#th  that if the Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi 
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wa sallam) said that these people were being tortured in the grave for doing something 
that was not big, then it follows that if they had done the bigger sins (major sins), then 
this would be a cause for them to be tortured in the grave.  And All! h (sub! "nahu wa 
taÕ"la) knows best. 
 
§ Being Saved from the Torture of the Grave 
 
1. Good deeds will protect the person 

The Prophet ($allall"hu Ôalayhi wa sallam) said that the good deeds would protect him 
from the front and back and left and right. 

2. Dying on a Friday 
3. Protecting the Muslims 
4. Dying in a battle 
5. Reciting S%rah Al-Mulk every night 

In Al-Muwa((aÕ, an acceptable narration.  S%rah Al-Mulk argues on behalf of the 
person. 

6. Seeking refuge in All!h  from it 
Ask All!h  to protect you from the punishment of the grave 
 

§ Blessings of the Grave 
 
ÒHe would be shown his house in hellfire, and it would be said to him Ôthis was for you, 
but All! h has protected you from it, and He has replaced it with a house in paradise. So 
he would be shown his house, and he would say, ‘Leave me so I could go to my family 
and give them the glad tidings!Õ So they would say to him, ÔStop.ÕÓ (Ab! D"w!d 4751) 
 
ÒThey would tell him sleep. He would say ÔLet me go to my family to tell them!Õ They 
would say ÔSleep like a groom that no one would wake up except the most beloved to 
him from his familyÕ until All!h makes him rise from his sleep.Ó (Al-Tirmidhī 1071) 
 
 
 
§ Meeting of the Souls of the Living and the Dead 
 
ÒThey would bring (his soul) to the souls of the believers, and they are as happy to see 
him as when a traveling person of you comes back. So they (the dead souls) would ask 
him, ÔWhat did so and so person do?Õ The angels would then say to them, ÔLeave him, as 
he came from the hardships of life.ÕÓ (Al-Nas!Õi	
  1833) 
 
There are several narrations that the souls of the believers can meet the souls of the 
dead.  They can also meet the person who is alive only while sleeping.  When you are 
sleeping, you can see someone in the dream.   
 
Can someone meet the soul of a dead person while awake?  No.  
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Books Mentioned in Class: 
Ar-Ruh (The Soul) by Ibn al-Qayyim 
Funeral Rites by Shaykh Bilal Philips 
Al-Jibaly: 4 books (inheritance and wills, sickness and death, the Day of Judgment, 
funerals) 
Dr. Ali Salabi writes Islamic history books 
 
Understandquran.com with a list of words that are often repeated in the QurÕ!n.  
Lqtoronto.com  -  helps you learn Arabic at home 
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