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Bismillh AFRd m"n®GRd #m
Introduction

We are going to be talking about everything related to death from the good and bad
endings, how to deal with the sick, and how to deal with someone in theal fi
moments and how the soul comes out. We will learn how to wash and shroud the body
and discuss all of the stages after death. We will also discuss how to write a will.

As Muslims living in North America, there are certain things that will happen by
default if a person does not have a will. The Proptgatigll"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid
that the science of inheritance is half of knowledge and the first branch of Islamic
sciences that will be taken away from teenmaluntil a day will come where there will

be two people having a dispute over inheritanaedathere is no one there to solve the
dispute.

We will start by mentioning stories of final moments. Shaykh Waleed will mention
stories that he has experienced and the mostiching stories from othershuy%h as
well.

= Stories of Good and Bad Endings

- Gamd Ending

A young man in hiearly 20s died neaMakkah and before his death, he asked his
family members that he wanted to be buried in Makkah and that they pray on hiatin
&ar"m. His family members wanted to fulfill his wish. They prepared him, veashim,
and shrouded him, and put him in a van to take him to &&"m. The van carrying his
body was trying to get to théaram but it was the time of Hajj and very crowdetdhey
were looking for a parking lot but it was too congestedhe police oficer told them
that if they did not leave, then he wouldave togive them a ticket. As they were
preparing to leave, a group of men came from insMasjid akar"m and glimpsed the
body. They wanted thajr and came and said that they would carry himside. They
carried him on the wooden panel and carried him the Kaliah so that people could
pray jan'zahon him. More than one million people praygah'zahon this young man.

They then put him back in the van to take him to be buriefub "nAll'h, there was a
lot of traffic. The shaykh telling this story mentioned that evéimough theroad was
packed, the lane that they were in was wide opénwas as if the soul wanted to
advance faster. In an authentic narration, the Proph@&tllall"hu Oalaywa sallajrsaid
that if it was a good soul, then it would say, OAdvance me! Advance swetfdy kept
going straight until they reached the place where they buried the bodies.

Once they reached the Muslim graveyard, before they put the body opéngon in the
hole,the father said that he wanted to see his face for one last time. The father opened
the shroud and kissed hisée, and the shaykh said thafll"hi from out of the right
eye of the dead person, a tear came out. The shay&ht to their home to give
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condolences andsked the dead manOs brother, Ol ask you in the Namétpfuhiiat

did your brother do to deserve an ending like this?O He saide®Wi father was sick,

my brother would take him to the bathroom to relieve himself and would carry him
back. When my mother was sick, my brother would sleep next to her and put his cheek
on her wound so that if she moved or felt any pain, he would wak&®©w®ub "nAll'h

this man was buried peacefully in Makkah.

Some people may ask: what difference does it make how many peoplg@graghon a
person? From &ad#th No one dies and 40 or more people pray on him except that
they would intercede for him orthe Day of Judgmentlf a person who was gootb
others andpeople lovel him, then they would come and take the extra effort to go and
pray jan’'zahon him.

- Bad Ending

A girl in her late teens was brought to the place where they wash the bodies, and her
body was in a position with her hands outstretched. The people tried to put her back
into the neutral position but they could not. The woman who washes the bodies
consulted with the shaykh. The shaykh suggested a technique and told her to put the
limbs in hot water so that her joints would be more flexible. They tried, but it did not
work. In the end, they called the shaykh back, and he told themvash, shroud, and

bury her as she was. Later, they asked her mother, OWhat made your daughter be in
that shape?OThe mother said that when the body came home, she wasnOt in that
position. She said, OThe night before she died, we went to a mixed wedding and she
wanted to go on stage on dance while there were men present. | told her that she could
not do this and that it wad ar"m, but she did not listen. She went on the stage and
began dancing, and as she was dancing, the angel of death caheharell down and
died.O

The Prophet $llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamid, OThe person will be resurrected on the
last thing thathe was doing.O What do you want to be resurrected going? A person
may say that he doesnOt know when his time of death is, but death will come most likely
when you are doing what you do most often. Spend most of your time with
worshipping All'lh and makng dhikrand having a good intention even while working
and having fun.

This reminds us of théad#ttof the Prophet $allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lavhen he told

us: OThe deeds depend on the last deeds that you do in this life.O From #uk¢tho
Nawaw' a person does an action of the people of Jannah all of his life, but at the end of
his life, he does an action of the people of Hellfire and goes to Hellfire, and a person
does an action of the people of the Hellfire all of his life, but at the endfife, he

does an action of the people of Jannah and goes to Jannah.

- Good Ending

A shaykh was in the place where a body was being washed, and a man was standing
next to him. Any time he did an action, the man started crying. The shaykh started to
remind the man to have patience and remember!All When the shaykh continued,
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the man started to cry hysterically again. The shaykh sa¥tl,a®R why are you crying

like this? Is this man your brother?® The man said, OHe is more than my brother and
he waslike my father, my uncle, and my son. We did everything together and studied
together and graduated together and would go to thasjidogether and worshipAlllh
together and stand next to each other tar"w#, and lived as neighbors. We married
two blood sisters. We shared our food together. My other half just died.O The shaykh
said, @kh# go home and rest anidsH OAll"ltome to pray$al't akjar'zahO The next

day, the shaykh opened the shroud of another body, and he said that he normatitlid
look at the faces. He looked at the face of this man and wondered where he saw this
face before and realized it was the brother who was there yesterday. He called his wife
and asked what happened. The man told his wife that he just wanted to sheepest

after going home so that he could wake up and go and fia#ly al-jan’'zahthe next day.

The story doesnOt end hefBhey went to go bury the body, and usually the burials are
done systematically.The shakyh had buried the first body in row seven, slot ten, and
when he came the next day, he found that by gatie people who placed the bodies
had forgotten row seven and hole eleven, so this man ended up being buried next to
the brother.

This reminds us of thead#ttof the Prophet gallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)labout the seven
who will be under the shadef@ll'h on the Day of Judgment and included are those
who loved each other for the sake Afilh and met each other for the sake Afi'h and
left each other for the sake &ll'h. The Prophetdllall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OThe
person will be resurected with those whom they love.O

Who do you want to be with on the Day of Judgment? When we are resurrected, we will
be walking under the heat of the sun, except for those accepted in! glthfor forty

years until we meetAll'lh. Some narrationsmention forty years and others just
mention forty and scholars did not know how long. Do you want to be walking or
riding? After the resurrection, people will be walking talllh to be held accontable

for the deeds when théis'b happens. In this timef forty years, who do you want to

be with? They will be in groups of two and three and four and even more.

- Bad Ending

This story is one of the most horrible stories that you will hedrhe shaykh said that

three youngmen came and brought the body ofeir father. These men were in their

late teens and early twentiesSub "nAll"h when they brought the body on the wooden
panel, the shaykh could smell a terrible smell. He told them to bring the body in until
he got his mask, and he told them to put the body on the table, but they said that they
could not because his bodyas stuck on the wooden panel. The shaykh saw that the
body from the knees to the navel was completely burned and attached to the wooden
panel. The shaykh tried to remove the body with some equipment, but as he moved the
equipment, he saw that the lowdyack was as big as an apple, ahdré were worms
coming out of his back. The shaykh asked how long ago the man had died because it
looked as though he had been dead for two weeks. They said he died twelve hours ago.
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The shaykh asked why his body wagred, and theeldestson was so nervous that he
banged his head against the wall.

The shaykh tried to wash the body as much as he could. They washed him and were
taking him to themasjid Thelm!m of the masjidsmelled the body and said that he
could not let the person come inside thmasjidbecause of the smell. He told them to
pray on him outside or in the graveyard. They took the bodyhie graveyard. Bcause

of the smell they prayed on him from ten yards away. They then tried to put the body
in the grave, but it would not go in, and thesaid that it was as if thmanOs handas
preventing him from entering the hole. They called the shaykh to ask him what to do.
The shaykh said to dig a bigger hole and place him inside in any position asel ttle
grave. As they put the body inside, it was like the body was pulled from their hands
and then they heard a loud sound. Many became afraid and then left. What did this
person do in his life to deserve an ending like this?

The shaykh went the nexday to the manOs home to attend the funeral, and when he
went there, he found no one.He knocked on the door and no one answered. He
thought that he went to the wrong address, so he went to the nearby grocery store and
asked for water and then asked tistopkeeper if he knew the man. He said, OMay
All'h curse that person.O The shaykh told him not to say that but to onlyAHEk for
mercy for him. He said, OMAW'h curse him again and again and ag&in.The shaykh
said, OWhy are you saying this?hat/did he do?0 The man sai@h& personOs
neighbor was working as border patr@nd he traveled for a long time because of his
job. One day when he left, thiman knew hat his wife was alon@nd he broke into the
house and heaped his wife. Whethe person who was working border patrol found
out, he went and tied up the maandburned him fran the navé to the knee and then
hung him on the fan to make it look like a suicide.O The shaykh said, OAfter | heard
this, for the next four days | could nsleep without taking pills.QWe donOt agree with
what happened becaus8ll'h ordered us to go to the judge and not take revenge with
our own hands].

We will learn about the causes of the torture of the grave, and one of them is adultery.
The Prophe($llall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlaaw people being burned in an oven aliiolr"|

told him that these were the adulters who didzin" by choice, so imagine those who
raped others.

- Good Ending

An old man used to come every year for the last twenty years béfigrdeath to he

Haram to makeOtik"in Ramadan for all thirty nights. Every year, he would bring one

of his family memiars with him to be with him inOtik'f Some of them were poor, so he
would pay for all of the expenses. That year he decideditmbhis wife and children

with him. At the end, they were trying to find a flight back to their country but several
flights were canceled. One family canceled their place, so they were able to get seats.
They went on the plane, and the old man washe middle with his wife on his left and
his children on his right.
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Before the flight was taking off, the flight attendant went to ask everyone if they
needed anything. The man did not reply, and they thought he was sleeping. The wife
later touched him and his head fell. In between his hands, he was holdingiet!n

They called the shaykh who is telling this story, and at that time he was on holidays so
there were volunteers doing his job on his behalf. Because this was a special case, the
shaykh made an exception and came. He made sure that the person did die. The
shaykh wanted to have everything ready to bury the person, but all of the shops that
sold the cloth were closed. Then the manQOs wife said that the shaykh did not need to
get the whie clothes because between the manOs feet, there was a bag with the white
clothes. She said that for the last twenty years, he would bring this bag withatfien

he came to th&ar"mbecause he prayed #ll'h that he would die there and be buried
there. They prayed on him there and buried him there, and his family was with him.
b "nAll'h, look how someon&ho was constantly in a stat®ib"dahas a beautiful
ending.

There ae several had#thof the Prophet gallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lanat mention the
signs of good endings.

Part |- Before Death: The Final Hours

Chapter 1 | Introduction on Death
= Definition of Death

How would you describe death in your own words?Student responses:] The
separation of body and soul. The end of life. Suspension of all bodily functions.

Why are you taking this course? [Student responses:] In this life, there are many
distractions, and this is a chance for us to remember deatti be able to know what is
going to happen to us and reflect on it. A brother came from a small community where
people are not trained on how to wash a body and what to do, so he came to learn and
teach others. To learn how to write a will. The Prophéallall’hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
said, ONo person should spend two nights who has something to bequest except that he
has his will written.O

If someone says that he doesnOt have money, he still must write in his will how his body
will be handled because vege living in a noaMuslim country.

The Prophet $allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid that from all of the sciences, inheritance is
the first science that will be taken away from this ummah. This is the first science that
people will forget to learn abat. In another narration: OThe person who learns the
Qur#!nand does not learn théar' Qids like a person with two hands and no head.O This
means that there will come a time when people will learn Qar#!nwithout learning

the meaning or trying to nderstand it.

Im!' m AFQurub"said, ONothing softens the heart like witnessing death.O
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Medical Definition:

Death is the termination of the biological functions that define a living organism.
There is wide disagreement among doctors about the detininf death.
- This includes the termination of not just one biological functibat all of them.
It may be a human being, an animal, a plant, a, &t

Islamic Definition:

Death occurs when the soul leaves the body eternally (not during sleep)snatbridly
life.

When does the soul leave the body when a person is not dead™ #Vperson sleeps.

In the Qur@1: @llth claims the soul when the person dies. He will hold the one that
death has taken and sends the other souls until the fixed time.O This means that when
a person sleeps, his soul is taken away until he wakes up tinat time when All'h
chooses for the soul to not go backll'h claims the soul of everyone when they sleep.

The soul willreturn to the body, but in the'khirahand not in this life. According to
many scholars, the soul ascends and then goes baokti body in the grave in order
for it to be questioned.

What is the main difference between the medical and Islamic definitions? The soul.
The medical definition does not include the soulhey tried to prove the existence of
the soul by placing bidies on scales and seeing if the weight of the person changed
after death. They found that the weight decreases immediately by 0.6 grams.

Death while sleeping:

OAll'h takes the souls at the time of their death. And those that do not die [He takes]
during their sleep, then He keeps those for which He has decreed death and releases
the others for a specified term.O

(AFZumar39:42)

» Importance of Remembering Death
Why did Allth (sub "nahu wa taO)lareate death? For hundreds of years, many have
tried to answer this question All'h (sub "nahu wa taO)lan the Qur® told us why He

created life and death i8%raAl-Mulk

Alllh said, O[H’e] who created deathdatife to test you [as to] which of you is best in
[doing] deeds.(JAFMulk67:2)

This is the main reason whill'h created death.We are all in competition as to who
will do best in life. At the end of the versellln mentions His NameAl-OAz#z&laf%r
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Alllh has the Might to help the person who wants to do good. We are human and will
make mistakes.

The Prophet $allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OIf you did not disobéyi'h , then Allth

would create others who would disobey Him so that they lgoask for forgiveness and

He would grant it.O When Hanbalah complained to Abu Bakr: OWhen we are with the
Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasar#n"nis high, but when we are with our families

at home, we are distracted.O Abu Bakr said, Ol knowbovieel.O They mentioned

this to the Prophet gallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamd he said, OIf you were in a state of
obedience all of the time, then you would almost be like the angal§h gave us the
ability to choose, and we will be held account&libr our actions.O

What is the wisdom behind mentioning death before life in thigh? Mentioning
death reminds the person of the limited time on earth and motivates them to want to
do more good deeds. Death comes after life. Before we were bomensalead, and
then we came to life, and then we will die, and on the Day of Judgment we will become
alive again. We are dead two times and live two timé&kis reminds us of the verse:
OWe died twice and lived twice, so we confessed our $8f&@ih" fir v. 11)

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ORemember the destroyer of pleasures
[frequently].O Al-Nas!O258) A B
The Prophetallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laailed death the Odestroyer of pleasures.O

How did the companions and the generations theme after remembered death?
What did they do to remind themselves of death?

One of the scholars from thabidi, RabiO ibn Alhuthaymi dug in his backyard a grave

for himself. Every time he felt hi#n"n was low, he would go inside the grave arg li
down and ask one of his family members to close on him and he would imagine that he
already died. He would think of the narrations of the Proph@illal'hu Oalayhi wa
sallamy about what will happen. When he felt his heart soften, he would call Inslya

to open it so that he could go out. One day, he locked himself in, and his family didnOt
notice and thought that he had left for work. He was imagining himself in the state of
death, and when he was finished, he tried to call for them, but no orschéim. He
continued to call, but no one heard him. He said, OOh my Lord, return me back so that
maybe | will do good!O Late in the night, they went to look for him and found him in
the grave. His wife opened it, and he felt like it was a new begqnidis wife said, OYa
Rabi{), do the good deeds before a day comes when you will call and no one will answer
you.O

What do we take from this story? Remember death frequently as the Profiitti‘hu
Oalayhi wa saljawoid us. The Prophet $llall"huOalayhi wa sal)esaid, OVisit the graves
because they remind you of the afterlife.O

The Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlamentioned a characteristic about death:
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The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, Olt isnOt mentioned (death) at anything that i
little except that it has increased it, and anything that is a lot except it has decreased
it.O Musnad Shib!671)

What is an example of something that when death is mentioned has this characteristic?

- MoneyDbif someone has little money and theemembersdeath,then they would
feel that this is a short life and even if they are poor, they will have airlothe
"khirah. The money seems like a lot because they" is temporary. When
someone has so much money and remembers death, they remembealttwdtthis
money is nothing.

- TimebA person who has little time in thiduny" has a lot of time in thékhirah

- HealthBWhen someone is sick, they remember death and know that this sickness is
pain in theduny" but All'h will compensate for it. Isomeone is very healthy, they
remember death and that they will age and wonOt have the power anymore.

- Power If someone is very powerful and remembers death, they know that they will
be weak.

A30lbn Ab" Rab%bssaid remembering death gives you thréleings: to hasten your
repentance, to be pleased with what is little, and to not compete with the people of the
duny” in the duny”. Not remembering death gives you three things: procrastinate
tawbah not being pleased with whakll!h has given you, and conefing with people in

the duny".

An authentic narration inlbn M!jah 4249: lbn @mar said he was sitting with the
Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamd a man from ther$'r came. He saidal'm to
the Prophet gallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamd saidOOh Prophet dkll'h , who is the best
of the believer8O He @allall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasaid, Ohe one with the best
manners.O He then said, OWho is the smartest of the believersZallaitng Oalayhi
wa sallainsaid, OThe one who remembers deathst frequently.O0 The man saidis @
just to remember death most frequentND Hefllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, ONo, the
one who isbestprepared for it. These are the smart people.O

[In manyal ad#ththis same question was asked but thererevdifferent answers. They
do not contradict each other. The question was answered differently depending on
who was asking I}.

There is a story (authenticity disputed): Bahlul was known to nefiom the wisest of
people. H!r&n AlRRashd gave hima stick and told him to give the stick to anyone who

was less smart than him. When he heard thét&n Al-Rash"d was about to die, Bahlul

said, OOh prince of the believers, what did you prepare for death?O He said, Ol did not
prepare anything.0 He safdyWhen you go to another city, you send an army and make
preparations, but for death you have not prepared. Here is the stick.0 The authenticity
of this story is disputed. You prepare for marriage and your children, but prepare also
for death.
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OUmar in AbdulOAZ"waskhalifahfor two and a half years, yet his time was described
as the golden era of Islam. To remind himself and others around him about death, it
was narrated that every time he had a meeting, after they finished he would bring
several scholarand they would sit in a circle. Each scholar represented one of the
stages of death and would mention to people death as if they were living it. One would
talk about what happensn the last momentswhen the soul leaves the body and
another talked aboutvhat happens after the soul leaves atie third talked about the
grave and the fourth about the resurrection and the fifth about what happens when
people are walking to meékll'h and another talked aboual! aw and another talked
about crossing théir' (and so on until Paradise and hellfir&Vhen they finished, they
would have lived all of the stages of death and would be energized with this knowledge.

» The Checklist obeath

This checklist will let you see how prepared you are for death.
ADBPreparing for Death

Are you ready to die?

If you are not ready, how much time do you ne€l@® you owe anyone an apology? Do
you need to establish a continuous charity?tHere something that you need to repent
from? Have you read th@urO!rcover to cover even one time? Have you written a
will?]

What is a good deed that you often did in your lif¢§Remember that the obligatory
$al'h is pass or fail. If you donOt know the answer, how will you answer on the Day of
Judgment? This & chance for us to establish something.]

What is a sin/s that you used to do often in your life?
Is there any person you owe an apology to?

If you know you are going to die in 24 hours, what would you @iBfis question forces
you to think about prorities]

Ten years after you die, what do you think people will remember you f{iddd you

leave a mark in this life?An example: there was a brother who died a month ago who
was thean¥rof Durban for AlKauthar. He established the institute in the city, and
many people took courses there. He was in a car accident and died a few weeks later.
People who take the courses in 10 or 20 years will remember him because he
established it thee. What is something you can do so that people will remember]you?

Ten years after you die, what would you like people to remember you fdeéntion
three things and keep it focused.



Qabeelat Hosna The Last BreathFigh of Death and Inheritanc{ 10
March 2011 Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeer

BBThose Who are Around You

Did you choose the person who will wagour body? [Youwant someone who knows
the Qurth andSunnalto wash your body.]

Do you have a list of the forty people who are going to pray on ypitia person dies
and 40 or more people prggn’zahon that person, then those people will intercede for
him or her on the Day of Judgmen#&re you @ing to leave it by chance, or would you
rather have an arrangement so that it takes place?]

Which of your friends is going to gather the forty people who will pray on yqueho
do you trust to call the people so that you would have that number of petpfgay on
you?]

Where do you want to be buriedfSBometimes there are multiple Muslim graveyards in
one a city, and th&unnalmay be practiced more at one than the others.]

Choose four people vdm you want to carry your bodyjlf the people know tle Sunnah
of what to do at that time, it will be of great benefit.]

Choose four people whom you would like to be resurrected witfThe Prophet
(®llall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlasaid, OWhoever loves a group of people, he will be
resurrected with them.p

Which friend is going to visit your grave to pray for you when everyone forgets you?
Who do you want to be present in your final moments?
CbQuestions about Your Assets

Do you have the money to pay for the cost of your grave? If not, how do you plan to
arrange it?

Do you have any debts? Who will pay them on your behalf if you canflod®?m Al-
shfiO'was poor for most of his life. At the end of his life, he was in Egypt and dying
and told the people around him to go to the sultan and ask him to wash hiine
students were surprised. When they went after his death, the sultan, s@id
understand. He is asking me to wash him for hebdd He paid the debt of llm Al-
SHfiO!]

Do you have a continuous charity? If not, how do you plan to arrangdliteould be
something as little as contributing to a masjid that is being built. duid be sponsoring
an orphan. It could be building a well in a poor country.]
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Who would you give your books to after you digf¥ou would want to give it to
someone who would read and benefit from them so that it is a continuous charity for

you.]

Whatare you going to do with oréhird of your inheritance money?

DbQuestions about Meetingll!h

Who is the most important person you want to meet after you die? What are you going
to say to him/her? [It could be one of the companions, a scholar, one of your family
members]

What is the first thing you will say to Allah, if you have the chance? [The Prophet
(®llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamid, OThere is none of you except tAlith will speak to
them with no translator between them [no intermediary].0 There are severati#th
mentioning people whonAllth will not speak to. You donOt waatleave this until the
last moment because you will form the answer and live your life according to that
answer. If you are going to meet an important person, you would choose your words
carefully.]

What did you spend your life doing? (Summarize in gaeagraph) [This is one of the

four questions in thel ad#thwhere the Prophet &llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OThe
feet of the person will not move until he is asked four questions.O This question is not
asking about the obligatory. What is your intention for choosing your profession?
What is the mai purpose and what is the main goal of your life? It could be that you
wanted to raise the best next generation.]

What did you do in the time of your youth? (Summarize in 3 poirftéputh means the
time when the person had the full power to do theserips from early teens until up to
the age of 40.]

Where did you earn your money fromPYou will be asked about where you earned
every single dollar and what you spent it oivou will be asked about your choices. The
Prophet @llall’hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OWhoever leaves something for the sake of
Allth, Allth will definitely replace it with something better.O Have trustAtith .]

How are you spending it?

What are you going to do with what you will learn in this €& (3 things)

Again, do you think you are ready for death now?

Make a SMART goal (specific, measurable, ambitious, realistic,-piarened) The

Prophet @allall"'nu Oalayhi wa sa)lamught us to be ambitious and taught us to ask for
Firdawsvhen aslkng for Jannah.
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On a scale of 1 to 1Gwreadyare youfor death? (1 Bnot ready, 1®ready).

» Relationship between Life & Afterlife

Many times we donOt know the correct mal@ of duny" and "khirah What is the
correct balance?

Some statments of the scholars:

Mentioned in a book (The Final Wishes of Scholars): @ing'and the"khirahare like

the east and the west. The closer you come to one of them, the further you are from
the other.OHe also saidDThe relationship between thiuny" and the"khirahis like
having two wives; the more you please one, the more you anger the other.O

How long is the Day of Judgment? 50,000 ye®rhat is the average lifespan in the
duny? 6070 years. The Prophegg{lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasad, OThe life of my
ummakhs between 60 and 70 years.O Today, the worldwide average is 67 yeard9 In 17
nations, the average lifespan is in the 40s, and these countries are in Africa. The
country with the highest average in the world is Japan, whidstan averagéfespan

of around 90.In Japan, it is rare to see any overweight people. The shaykh counted
about 20 acts dbunnatithat Muslims have forgotten but that the Japanese do as part of
their culture. Complete strangers spread thal'mto each other.

There is a sbhour documentary that was done on happiness, and they found that the
number one reason is being social with friends and family. Those with pets have a
sochl connection and live longer. The Prophéal{all'hu Oalayiwa sallajnmentioned
some causes of age increase.

OAbdulh ibn OUmar said the Prophéil(all"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laeld his hand and said,

OBe in this life as if you are a stranger or a passerby, and prepare yourself to be from
the people of the gravef the night time comes, do not wait for the morning, and if the
morning comes, do not wait for the night time.®-Bukh!r'6053)

What does this statement mean? When someone is traveling, they do not take all of
their furniture and money. They onlyake enough for that trip. This is exactly our
relationship with theduny”. How many of the ten companions promised Paradise were
rich? Six. If your intention is good, thensH OAll"lyou are rewarded. Take as much as
you need from theluny"without going into either of the two extremes.

Think about it another way: when the shaykh was going from Toronto to Japan, he
transited in Vancouver. Imagine if he went to buy an apartment and furniture just to
be there before the next flight. This sounds yestrange. This is exactly the example
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of the person who tries to get as much as he can fromdhisy". This person is leaving
the infinity of the "khirahfor just a short amount of time in thiduny".

The golden rule is:
“But seek, through that which Allah has given you, the home of the Hereafter; and
[yet], do not forget your share of the world(&l-Qasas 28:77)

Alllh (sub "nahu wa taO}lfirst mentioned the afterlife and then thduny" All'h said

to seek the afterlife, meaning all of it, and when it comes to thisy", donOt forget
your share of it. The priority is the afterlife. All'h talked about the afterlife as a whole.
Seek from what you want but donOt overinduliyake sure you have the priorities and
balance.Even if you try to put everything on the afterlife and forget tikeiny", you will

get tired. Have the good intention wén you are doing something fun (i.e. playing
sports) that you are doing it so that when you come back to your acts of worship, then
you can do it in the best way.

The wife of the Prophet$&llall"hu Oalayhj wa sa)lamas praying all night long and
holding a rope, and the Prophe$glall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)léoid her not to do that but
to pray and when tired then rest.

= Statistics about Death

Word Birth / Death Rates (2009 Est.)

Birth Rate: Death Rate:
20 births / 1,000 population 8 deaths / 1,00 population
128.9 million births per year 534 million people die each year
353,015 births per day 146,357 people die each day
14,709 births each hour 6,098 people die each hour
245 births each minute 102 people die each minute
4 births each second efvery day 2 people die each second

Average life expectancy at birth is 67 years

Life Expectancy Stats:
There arel7 countries in the world where thife expectancyis lower than 50 years,
and of these countrieall but Afghanistan are in Africa

Thesestatistics are recent. At the time of the Prophéal{all"hu Qalayhi wa sa)latme
world population was estimated to be around 200 million. By the beginning of tfe 19
century, the world population was 1 billion, so there was a gkl increase in1300
years. From the 19century to the 2000s, humanity has increased sefad from 1
billion to 7 billion. This is because of the decreeAtifh (subd "nahu wa taO)land then
medical advancements.ub "nAll'h by the time we reach 60s and 70s, tierld
population may be 30 or@ billion. Rizgs from Alllh and we cannot say that food will
be limited. All'lh guaranteed theizqto each and every one of us. Why do people still
die from hunger? It is not becaugdl'h is not givingrizqto peoplebut because of
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greed, which causes people to fight for resourcés.some countries, at the end of the
year they discard extra wheat to keep prices high, which is something we are not
allowed to do as Muslims.

The Prophet $allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laad, OBe in this life as if you are a stranger or a
passerby, and prepare yourself to be from the people of the grave. If the night time
comes, do not wait for the morning, and if the morning comes, do not wait for the night
time.O

In the last sentencef this ! ad#ththe Prophet $allall"nhu Oalayhi wa sa)lansaying to

not expect to live until the next moment. There is anothead#th OIf the Day of
Judgment comes and one of you has a plant in his hand, then let him plant it.0 Hasten
to do the good deeds repent.

Chapter 2 | The Time and Place of Death
= Causes of Death

OThe son ddam has 99 (causes of) death. If all of them miss him, he would fall into
(dying of) aging.QA[-Tirmidht 2150)

How many of us have been very close to death but diddie? This! ad#ths talking
about the many causes of death. When a person is driving, anctivemay come and
almost hit him,and the person feels that they were just saved from dyiriyote: In
the Arabic language, sometimes the numbers are literad ather times it just means a
large number. Some people may face less than the number specified.]

OAnd He sends over you guardian angels until, when death comes to one of you, Our
messengers take him, and they do not fail [in their dutiega®GAn’am 6:61)

Themufasr#h said that this means thaAll'lh sends angels to protect you until the time

of your death comesThe angel of the death is the one who claims the s@dsed on

this verse, he scholardave explained thathe angel of death has sonassistance with

him.

What are some of the causes of death?

- Sicknesgbody losing major biological functions, causing death)

- External causes (accidents, murder, war)
Wars claim a lot of life and are one of the main causes of death. Ardzimdlion
people died in WWII and 20 million died in WWI. When the Mongolians inviued
world and became a huge empijriéhey killed so many people Baghdadand the
color of the river became red from blood.ater, when they threw the books in the
river, it becameblack in color because of the ink.

- Suicide
In Islam, it is not permissible for a person to take away his life for any cause. All'h
said in the QurO!n, ODo not kill yourselves.O When the companions were fighting in
battles, they fought to live and ted to survive as much as possible even though
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they wanted the reward of dying asshak. Khllid ibn Wald survived so many
battles.

- Natural disasters
These happerwith the permission ofAlllh - drowning, volcanoes, earthquakes,
tsunamis, tornadoes

- Oldage

- Death without any known cause
Sometimes the cause of death is unknown and an autopsy does not find anything.

When the bomb was dropped on Hiroshimé80,000 people diedlhe nuclear bomb
exploded before it hit the ground, and thpeople in the buildng right underneath
where the bomb exploded survived while so many others di€dis shows that even if
a nuclear borb is dropped on people and theiime did not come, then they will not
die. This is something to reflect uponlf All'h did not choose for a person to die, he
will not die even if an atomic bomb is dropped on hiifhis is a powerful example.

Scholars said: Imagine death is an enemy who is waiting somewhere to take your life.
How are you going to live if you knowat death is always around you? You should not
live your life in fear, and you should have the balance of having the hope of living and
the fear of death. At certain times if a person is doing more sins, then it is more
beneficial for him to remember déla.

Alllh said, OToday &Vsave your body so that you are an example for otherslith
(sub "nahu wa taO)les referring to Firawn. The people of Pompeii were preserved in a
moment in time, and this is something for us to reflect on.

The shaykh was onentie on a flight in Canada, and the windshield cracked, so they had
to stop at the nearest airport before it cracked completely. Many times we see in the
news that a plane crashes and everyone survives or one or two people survive or no
one survives. This something to reflect upon.

= The Time of Death

Rule 1 regarding the time of death: No one dies except with the permissiah!iot

OANd it is not [possible] for one to die except by permission of Alllh at a decree
determined.OAle-‘Imran 3:145)

Rule 2: The final hour does not changdmmalcan mean a nation or it can mean a
person.

OSo when their time has come, thejll not remain behind an hour, nor will they
precede [it]. OAFA'raf 7:34)

No one will be given extra timeReflect upon this verse: If you look at many of the
scholars, sometimes they were doing some of the most important works in their life
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and they were almost finishedut they die before completing it. Who areamples of
this? Im!m Al-Nawaw died at the age of 45/46, and in this short lifespan he produced
works to that to this day we findh the masjid like Riy"* AlL)"li! #nand the 40 bad#.
There isbarakahin the ikhl"$ of the person. The 40! ad#thcontain about 2/3' of
Islamic knowledge. Im!m Al-Nawaw was writing the book AFMajn¥DShal Al
Muhadlhab containing thefighrules of Il m Al-SHfiQ"with explanation, but he died
beforefinishing it. Three scholars came after and wrote part of it and died, and it was
not completed until the fourth person.

A more powerful example iFafgt AlJatlayn It was first eplained by Jalud™ Al
Mahalli and was finished byal lud'n AFSw&$. A person may think thaflllh would

give more time to those close to Him and doing Islamic works, but when the decree of
Alllh comes, a person dies.

Recently in Egypt anufasr Ash-Sharawi who was explaining th@urO!nin episodes
over a 20 yeaperiod died, and he only had 1jgzQeft to explain. When he was near
the end of his life, he said th&tll'h will have someone else complete his work.

Khllid ibn Wald died on his bed even though he fought in so many battles. The
Prophet @allall"huQalayhi wa sal)asaid, OWhoever asks for dying ahak# sincerely
will receive the reward even if he dies another way.

OMy Lord, if only You would delay me for a brief term so | would give charity and be
among the righteous. But never will Allah delay a soul when its time has comeAb (
Munadfiqun 63:1611)

When the time of death comes, it is human nature to want to ask for more @rand
Alllh is the most knowledgeable about what you are doingl®h knows that even if
He gives extra time he people will not benefit from it.

The shaykh knows someone in his old age who was doing so haxtim, and his car

flipped three times, but he survived. For one week he was closgilfo, but then he

returned back to what he was upon. In these vergdlh is saying that these people
will go back to their habits even if they were given more time.

A beautiful! ad#tlgives an example of people who wait to gieelagahuntil the end of

their life. The Prophet$llall'hu Qalayhi wa sa)laaid the prson who waits to give
$adaqgalat the end of his life is like the host who eats and gets full and then offers the
food to the guest. Imagine how bad this example looks. Some people write to give
$adagahin their will after they die. Remember that theréphet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa
sallan told us: OTh#adagatwill never decrease your money.O It will always come
back to you in one form or another.

= The Place of Death

OIf Allth decrees for a slave to die in a certain land, he would make a needrfdo ljo
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there.Q(Al-Tirmidhi 2146. Authentic)

Another true story:

This story is about a person that the shaykh knew in Toronto. This person was in his
40s and had around seven children and his wife and methdaw all lived together.

One day he felpain and went to the doctor and found out he had cancer in his
pancreas. The doctor told him that he only had a few months to live. This person
decided to sell everything and take his children out of school and move to Madinah so
that he could die there His family tried to talk him out of it because it would be a very
big hassle, but he did not listen to anyone, and they moved from Toronto to Madinah.
He was living his last days therdll'lh gave him almost two years to live. One day he
had to go back to Toronto for five days for a routine test. While he was tiAdié,
chose that his soul was taken there. What does this tell us about the place of death?
b "nAll'h you can plan wheever you plan, butAll'h has written the place you will

die and will make the reasons for you to go to that place.

When you think about it, it could be a mercy for the person. Why? When his family go
back, his grave is nearby and they can visalllh knows what is the best for each
person.

OAnNd no soul perceives in what lanavill die.O (Lugm!n 31:34)

OWherever you may be, death will overtake you, even if you should be within towers of
lofty construction.OAFNis!(31:78)

In the past, some ofhe rich people used to build tall towers for themselves and
thought that they would escape death, but we know that this does not work. Even
today people build imaginary towers and think that this would prolong their life. For
example, they find the bestioctors. Michael Jackson had all the money and he was
paying the doctor $150,000 a month, and at the end, the doctor made a basic mistake.
When his time came, someone who had knowledge forgot the correct procedure and
did CPR the wrong way. A persorif@swill not be prolonged unlesglllh decrees
where this happens.

We do not know when we are going to die. Wherhear these verses from the Qund!
we may think about it from the angle of fear of death, but we can also look at it from
another angle ad not think about death. We know thatAfll'h did not decree for us to
die, then we will not die.

The shaykh was invited to Johannesburg, and his habit is to research a city before
traveling there. Johannesburg is one of the most dangerous citiesemwtbrld with
around 190 murders a dayt All'h did not decree for the person to die there, it will not
happen.
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S%raFJumud v. 8: OSay, Olndeed, the death from which you-fiadeed, it will
meet you. Then you will be returned to the Knowertbe unseen and the witnessed,
and He will inform you about what you used to do.OO

What is the wisdom behind hiding the place and time of death8omeone knows the

time and place of death, how will it affect their life?

- A person will be preoccupieditrying to avoid it. A person may not be able to
concentrate on this life. If a person knows he will die in seven years, he wonOt want
to go to university and wonOt want to get married, and the person will feel
depressed.

- The person may delayawbaluntil the last moments of life.

- Staying away from disobedience would feel as though it was by force.

- It may affect the sincerity of the person in their actions. The feaAtfh would
overwhelm the person irfal'h instead of the love oAll'h. The schiars said that
your obedience would be forced out of fear because you would know your time of
death.

- The person will not have ambition to build something in this life because he thinks
that he is eventually leaving.

As the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wallar) said, do for youduny" as if you are living
forever, and work for youfkhirahas if you are going to die tomorrowl he story of the

old man: He was asked why he was planting olive trees because they take around 15
years to start bearing fruit. He said that his grandparents planted trees so that they
would have food to eat, and he was doing it for the children to come.

Spain is the largest producer of olive oil in the world. Before the Muslims came to
Spain, there were no olive trees. The $lms brought the olive trees from Palestine.
There are around 700 million olive trees there. Think about the people who planted
them and affected the generations came after them.

The Prophet $llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OIf the Day of Judgment has come and one
of you has a plant in his hand, then let him still plant it.O

= Causes of Age Increase

OAnNd no aged person is granted [additional] life nor is his lifespan lessened but that it is
in a register. Indeed, that for All'h is easyKat{r 35:11)

Abii Khuzamah narrated that his father said: “T asked the Prophet (peace be upon him):
OO Prophet of Alllh, do you see if | perfaugqyahand | take medicine, would that
prevent the decee of Allah?” He replied: ‘It is from the decree of Allah.”” (Al-Tirmidh!
2065)

Ruqyahs spiritual healing where the persoreads something from the QuarOor a
specificdu@®n a person so thaAlllh grants them healing. The meaning of thad#th
is: suppose a person has a sickness and the person goes to take the médikine,
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already knows before ¢icreated us that this person will take that medicine and live for
a longer time. Alllh also knows that if the person was neglectful and did ndtetdahe
medicine, thenhe will die within a few weeks. As a human being, we do not know what
All'lh decreed. Right now we have a choice to put down a water bottle or lift it up and
hold it. All'h knows what we are going to do, and it is written. If a perdakes the
measures to prevent deati\ll!h already knows thisWe are required to take whatever
prolongs our life.

Shaykh AdislamIbn Taymiyyah explained this and said thatl'h ordered the angel to
write the time for the personand if the persordid one of the causes of age increase
(i.e. being good to familypdlat atral im), it will make him live longer. Alllh already
knows how long he will live. There are otheral ad#thwhere the Prophet $allall"hu
Oalayhi wa saljasaid that whoever doesny of these things, theAlllh will increase his
life. The time of death is already written andlliln knows. We canOt say that we will
not wear the seatbelt because thime of death will not change. @donOt knoyso we
shouldn®t do this. We shoudtké every possible measure to prevent death.

What are some of the things we can do?
Materialistic ways: Exercisbge healthy stay away from dangerous places.

Spiritual ways:
- )ilat alral imand taking care of your family

In Bukh"#2067)al # Muslim2557 Anas ibn Mlik narrated that the Prophet $allall"hu
Oalayhi wa saljasaid, OWhoever wants higqto be opened wider [increase] or his age
to increase or be blessed, let him make the ties of kinship stronger.O

Rizodoes not just refer to mong but it can be health and children and whatever good
that All'h is giving you. To have social and family relationships is one of the main
causes of happinessPeople who take care of their families have less stress and
depression, which causes themliee longer.

- Dudd

Tirmidh" 2139: The Propheglall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, ONothing repels the decree
of Alllh exceptdu®® Nothing increases the age other thairr.O Birris being nice to
your family members.

Maybe it was written for ya that you will die in an accident but All'h already wrote
that your life would be prolonged because someone néd@or you.

- Birr

In the QurO!nAllth talks about your relationship with nosMuslims and said thalllh
does not forbid yourom beingkind and just to those who did not fight you in your
religion. You can treat them to the level diirr, which you practice with family
members.
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The highest level ibirr, and the minimum is to be just with them. For everyone else, it
is based on how theyreat you. As a Muslim, you should treat people nicer than they
treat you, but we are human beings.

- )adagah

The Prophet &llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OGivingldagalextinguishes the anger of

All'h and repels from the person dying in a bad way.O

Charity is a cause of avoiding a bad death, and some scholars said that it is also included
in the catses of age increase.

= The Rule on Wishing for Death

Why would someone want to wish for death?

- Someone who is ignorant about death, meaning someone who may think that death
will put them at ease, but it may actually be harder for them. Some commit suicide
and think that death will be easier for them.

If we knew what happens after death, we would be more cautiolrs.the final
moments of OUmarOs life, @ivb!s was next to him and was trying comfort him and

said, O@m# akmuOmih, you became Muslim when people were stillkinfr, and you

went out in battles with the Prophet$llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lavhen others left him

alone, and you are dyingsaashahg, and no two people in themmahdisagree about

your great contribution to theummah When the Prophet®llall’hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
died, he was pleased with you.0 OUmar was in pain and asked him to repeat what he
said. Ibn @bb!s repeated vihat he said.After that, OUmar said, OThe arrogant person is
the one who you made arroganwvdl"hi, if | have everything under the sun, | would
have given it away right now because of the fear of what is coming next.0 OUmar had
heard from the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lavhat happens after death and as a
humble person did not know what would happen to him\ person who really knows

what happens after death may not wish for it to come.

Ibn @bb!s was afagh among the companions. One ofetfighthat we learn from this
narration is that it is recommended when a person is dying that we try to comfort them
by telling them some of the good things they did in this life because a person naturally
at the time of death has more fear and remembhbis sins. Remind them of the good
they did to comfort them. In this moment, the person should have more hope than fear
although naturally a person has more feaiThe Prophet $llall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
said, ONone of you should die except that he has good thoughts AtibuO

Abu Bakr said, OIf one of my feet was inside Jannah ‘and one foot was outside, | would
not feel safe fromAll'h until my second foot was inside.O

Look at how they understood the concept of death and what comes after.
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Ibon OUmar said the head of his father was on his lap. OUmar asked him to put his head
on the floor. Ibn OUmar said he thought that he said this because he was humble, so he
didnOt listn. OUmar then said, OPut my head on the floor! What a big proltm if

did not forgive me!O This is what he was feeling in his last monieEuause he wanted

to be humble

- Someone who cannot wait to meatilh (sub "nahu wa taO)la

OUldah ibn )!'mit (Bukh"#6142) mentioned that the Prophetilall'hu Oalayhi wa
sallan) said, OWhoever loves to medth, Alllh would love to meet him. Whoever
hates to meetlllh , Alllh would hate to meet that person.0 WhétOistma(ra’ yAll"hu
Oard) heard this, she said, OOh PropheAlih , we hate dying!O Héalall"hu Qayhi
wa sallainsaid, OThis is not what | am talking aboktr the believerwhen the time of
death comesgis given the glad tidings from the angels thati'h is pleased for him, and
at that moment, there is nothing more pleasing to that person thanetieg All'h . For
the person who does evil in this life, when the time of death coyttes angels will tell
him of the torture that is awaiting him, and at that moment nothing is hated to this
person more than meetingll!h , soAlllh hates to meet him.O

The person who did evil is afraid of the torture and hates to m&kth . It is human
nature to be afraid of death.

- To love meeting those who already died.

Sometimes one of your family members dies and you feel like you miss them so much
that you wantto die to meet them. This happens especially when a mother loses a
child.

MusnadDAbdulRazg!32257 WhenBil!l Os time of death came, his vééed, OWhat an
extreme sadness.O He said, OWhat a great thing! Tomorrow, we meet the beloved.O He
is referring to the Prophet $llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamd his companions. IBilll Os

final moments, he was happy because he was going to meet the companions he missed.

Think about how excited you are to meet the companions and some of the scholars we
are quding all of the time. Sometimes we are not so excited to go to Jannah because
we donOt sit down and think about it. When you think about something that you love to
have in Jannah, then it excites you to do the good deddways think about something

that excites you. When we darbiyahand speak to our children, talk about something
that excites them and tell them that the will get to play in Jannah and have chocolate.

In Bukh"# Anas narrates that the Prophegaflall’hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamid @llth has
given one of the slavesetween what is in theluny” or what He has.O Abu Bakr started
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to cry because he understood that the Propftiall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)larasreferring
to himself. They said, OAbu Bakr was the most knowledgeable amongst us.O

O'Oistia(ra yAll'hu Oamh mentionsthe ProphetOs final moment$hey had heard, ONo
messenger dies except that he was given the choice to stay indtimg" or go to the
"khirahO She heard the Prophéal{all'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laay in his last moments,
OWith those whalllh has blessed among the messengers $adigh and shuhad"énd
the righteous.O She knew at that time that he was being asked.

- Someone who reafaced a catastropha hardshiplike sickness or poverty

In At-Tirmidh", * 'rith said he entered upon Khabab who had just had an operatiah

at that time they would burn the incision to close it. He said, OAt that time | did not
know anyone from the ampanions who has faced as much catastrophe as | have faced.
There was a time | had money at the time of the Propatigll"hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
but now | canOt even finddirham | have a disease in my stomach. If the Prophet
(®llall"hu Oalayhawallamdid not forbid me from wishing for death, then | would have
asked for death.O

- Someone who cannot is displeased with the decreglitti (sub "nahu wa taO)la

When he angel of death came to Mug@alayhi€ll'm), he poked his eyes and he went
back toAllln. When he came back, he told4 to put his hand on the head of an
animal, and the hairs thatveretouchedwere how long he hatéft. M&s! then told him

to take his life then. Some asked if this welgs! rejecting the decree ofllh.
Sdolars said no because the Prophéiliall*hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, ONo messenger
dies except that he was given the choice to stay in thisy" or go to the'khirah O

- People who are afraid offanahin their religion.

Whoare someexamples of dter people who have wished for death?

- Maryam. InS%raMaryam v. 23, when she got pregnant without a father she gald
wish that | died before this and was forgotten [meaning as if she did not exist].O She
said this because of a tribulation she fagedher religion and protecting her honor.

- ' siyah, the wife of Firawn.

- Abu Hurayrahdid not ask specifically for death, but fsaid, OORII'h , protect me
from the age of 60, and protect me from th®ung, immature rulers.O Abu
Hurayrah died when he was 58nd he died the year before Ydzibn MuGwiyyah
became the young ruler, and there were many problems that happened in his time.
Alllh (sub "nahu wa taO)lgrotected him from both. Some may ask why Abu
Hurayrah asked for protection from the age of &t when a person becomes old,
he may face a lot ditnahand not be able to do religious duties properly.

- The Prophet allall'hu Qalayhi wa sa)lavas talking about one of the signs of the
Day of Judgment and said, OThe Hour does not come until thepasses by the
grave of another man and will say, Ol wish | was in his pladuRIDH]
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b "nAll'h, some people are burning themselves alive and wishing for death
because they are living a very halifie. This does not necessarily mean that this
sign has been fulfilledand it may get worse in the future.

The Prophet &llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaught us the etiquette of asking for death if
someone is facing fitnah

Ibn +Abb!ssaid that the Prophetdllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid,“0 Allah | ask you (to

be able to) do good, leave the forbidden, love the poor, and if You wanted to send a
calamity to people then take me back to You without falling into i¥®Tirmidh!3223.
Authentic)

ONone of you should wish for death because of a hgrdsh is facing.O If he really
must do that, then say the following:

OQAllth, keep me alive if You know that life is better for me, and grant me death if You
know that death is better for me.@l{amiC1027. Authentic)

By saying this, the person is Mag the matter in the Hands dAll'lh. A person may be
facing a tribulation today, but there may a lot of good waiting for him later.

The person does not agki!h (sub "nahu wa taO)ldirectly to take his life. You may
ask for death because ofitnah, butAll'lh knows that thisfithahwill pass, and you may
in the future be in a much better condition. Leave it in the HandAlth .

Chapter 3 | Sickness
» The Manners of Visiting the Sick

Al-Bar!O blzib said, OThe Messenger (peace be upon)Hias ordered us to follow
funerals and to visit the sick.O (Ibn libb"n 3040)

The purpose behind visiting a sick person is to make them feel better, comfort them,
and to find out if they have any needs. Only a few people need to visit the person to
acaomplish this (not everyone).

What if someone has a mild flu that is not trapping them at home, is it required ib vis
them? The scholars said no.hi3! ad#ths referring to the person who is trapped by
their sickness at home. Therefore, it is a coliee obligation for the one who is
trapped by his sickness.If the person is not trapped by the sickness, then it is
recommended to visit them.

The Prophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasaid, OThe right of a Muslim towards his
Muslim brother is five:reply to sam, follow thejan'zah accept the invitation, visithe
sick, and to respond to thperson whosneezs.O

What about the reward?n a! asan ad#ttin Al-Tirmidh", the Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi
wa sallamnsaid, ONo Muslim visits another Maslwhen sick during the day except that
70,000 angels will pray until night to ask for mercy for him. No Muslim visits another
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Muslim when sick during the night except that 70,000 angels will daaythe person
until morning. And he will have a gardemiParadise.O

Is it recommended that you repeat your visit to the sick person? Sometimes people
think that it is bad manners to repeatedly visit the person because it may bother them.
It is recommended to repeat the visit to the sick person. The wardiabic implies

that it is repeated until the sick person is healed. Also, it is logical that if a person is
sick for several months, then this person will feel lonely, so we visit them. At the same
time, we see if they have any needs because they ddeawe the home.The scholars
knew it is recommended from the wordinghich meando repeat something

The ruling on visiting a norMuslim sick person:

Bukh"#1332: Anas narrates that there was a young Jewish man who was serving the
Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lanwhen he became sick, the Prophaillall"hu
Oalayhi wa saljanent to visit him. The Prophetllall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laat rext to

his head and as he was visiting him, he was telling him to accept Islam because he was
in his last sickness. The young person looked at his fated the father said, OObey

Abu Qsim.OWhen the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laame out, heaid, OThanks

to Alllh who saved him from Hellfire. Pray on your brotherfSomeone may ask: how
would his fther ask his son to accepgtlam? Manypeople were convinced thdslam

was the correct religpn but they did not acceptslam because of somking in this

duny”. For example, Abulib feared what people would sgy.

Because of this narration, many of the scholars said that when it comes to visiting a
non-Muslim sick person, then have the intention that this person may come to Islam.
You dorOt have to take a book, but being nice and visiting thesda@wahThere was a
minority opinion that said it is permissible regardless.

What are the recommended actions to do when visiting a sick person?
- Pick the best time to visit them.

There is no neation specifying the best time to visit a sick person. Sometimes people
think that it is Sunnahafter maghrib but this comes from culture. The best time
depends on each culture and circumstance. For example, in the US people work during
the day, so a acceptable time may be after 8 pm but earlier than 9 pm because people
sleep early. In Saudi Arabia, the work hours are from 6 am to 1 pm so that the people
can leave before the extreme heat, so an acceptable time may be 5 or 6 pm. In Spain,
working hours are from 9 am to 8 pm, but they have a three hour break from 1Dpm

pm. In that culture, the best time to visit may be around 11 pisiamically, there is

the gayl%h, which is taking a nap midday.

- Bring them something beneficial.
Bring them food or a gift. Holland at one time had no flowers, and they got them from

the Muslims. During the Catholic Inquisition, anyone who was not Catholic was killed.
The Jews sought refuge in the Ottoman Empire, and khalifahtold them that they
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could live anywhere except for the Arabian Peninsula and Palestine. At the same time,
the Protestant Chstians were in the Netherlands, and theyere also being persecuted
andkilled. Thekhalifahoffered to protect them so that they would have the freedom to
choosewhatever religion they wanted, andehsent the tulipsas a giftto the leader of

the Netherlands. Tulips originated from Turkey. The Dutch planted them and starte
to produce them and within a century became the largest flower producers in the
world. They formed the Dutch Empire and then conquered other nations. To this day,
the Netherlands produce 90% of the flowers in the world.

- Itis recommended to give thpersonhope.

In Andalus in the third or fourth century of Islam, there were professional actors who
were hired to talk about the same disease and describe how they were healed so that
the person would feel betterThey knew how psychology affected arpenOs healing.
How did they determine where to build hospitals’heély would put pieces of meat on a
stick all around the city, and they would measure how long it would tdieepieces of

meat to rot. The location where last piece of meat rotted indidatteat the air was the
freshest there and had the least amount of bacteria, so they would build hospitals
there.

- To remind the person to repent talllh during these times.

Do this in the proper manneand in a subtle way Remind them that the sickness is a
test fromAllth . Always use the term OUslwveand not Oyou.O You can say, OWhen we
repent toAll'h , we come closer to Him.O

- Do not raig your voice.

- MakeduQJor the person who is sick.

In )al# Muslim: The Prophet$llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OIf you visit the sick
person, then say good because the angels are there sagm#gﬂm whatever you say.O
This is one of the time whenduQds accepted. MNakeduC('_'oo[ all of the sick Muslims.
When you Wit a sick person, you sgghuaninsh OAII"iinsh @llI"h you are purified).

- If you are not a doctor, then do not try to play doctor.

Some people think that a visit to sick person should always be short, and the sick
person may be feeling lonely and want more time. The length of visit depends on the
sick person. If the sick person is tired, then keep the visit short. Books on nonverbal
communication may help you toterpret how the person is feeling.

* RugyalfFaith Healing)
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In Bukh"#4728:0'Oistim(ra’ yAll"'hu Oamhnarrates thatwhen Prophet @llall’hu Oalayhi
wa sallain was complaining about some pain, heould recite on himself al
muQOawwidhitag@%ratBalagand S%ratfits) and would blow on his hands and wipe the
areaof pain.O[Some scholars said that some saliva may comd &lte saidDWhen his
pain became severe, | used to read on him th&ahs, and | would use his hands
because of thbarakalof the hands of the Prophegllall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlém

This shows that it is permissible for a person to perfomugyahon himself or have
others dorugyahon him.

There are many ways to daigyah Rugyahis something that is recommended to do
and it is theSunnalof the Prophet allall'hu Qalayhi wa sa)ladany times, the first
reaction we have is to seek help from the doctor. Before you seek the help from the
doctor, seek the help fronAll'lh and then go and get the medicine. Always seek help
first from All'h and then seek help from human beingsAlso, emember that the
doctor will not able to heal you except by the permissionAdith. Take the necessary
means. Remember tHad#tlof tying the camel. Remember that doctors may make a
mistake, and without the permission of All'h, you will not be healed matter what

you medicine you will take.

What is considered aigyal?

@thm!n ibn Ab" Al-@s was complaining about a pain he had in his body since he
became Muslim. The Prophéafall'hu Qalayhi wa sa)laaid, OPlace your hand on the
place whereyou feel the pain. Sayismilththree times. Say the following seven times
aOudhu Biii wa qudratihi min sharri ajidu wa U'dhir[I seekrefugewith the Might of
Alllh and His Power from the evil of that which | am finding.])a@! # Muslim 2202
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In another narration in Tirmidh" 2080: The man said, Ol did this, a#ith made
whatever | had go awayAfter that, | kept ordering my family to use it and other
people to use it.O

[In your obligatory &l'h, you must say everything in the Arablanguage. In the
Sunnahyou can speak in any language after the obligatory statements. The proof is
that All'h said, OCall Me.O]

Therugyahmust be from theQurO!rand Sunnah To makeruqyah place your hand on
the place and say, Ol ask All'h, the da@f the Greaflhrone, to give you healing.@@+
Tirmidht 2083)
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If someone canOt remember any of this, then this person can als&%ei-F"til ah

In )al# Bukh"#2156,it was narrated that the Prophet®llall’hu Oalayhi wa sa)lam
would uset. Scholars also said you can use any part ofQued!rbecause the Prophet
(Sllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid healing is in it. Do not use fabricated narrations.

Someone may say: these are just words, how will they heal a persbrs®meone
respondel by cursing the man, therhe manQOs blood pressure increased and he became
upset and said, OHow can you say this?0 The man then said that these were his words
and they caused his blood pressure to rise and him to have so many emotions, so what
about theWords ofAllth ?

From)al # Bukh"# a person can read threqyahon water and then drink the water.
The Sunnabhs that the person drinks three timgfrom the water, and the person would
use whatever is left to wash with. There is a-sliapter onrugyahin )a # Bukh"#

Im!Im A%nad would never say that there is no evidence of something, but out of
humility, he would say, Ol donOt know of any evidence that says such and such.O
Regarding matters of religion, everything haram unless there is an evidence thst it
halal. Regarding matters of thduny", everything is! al'l unless there is an evidence
thatitis!ar'm.

Canrugyahbe used to prevent something? In genemlgyahcan be done for any
sickness (even psychological)in the morning, you should sayhe adhK'r of the
morning. The Prophet llall'hu Oalayhi wa sajlasaid that whoever saysaOudhu
bikalini tid" ahiOtmni'ti min sharri thkhala® will be protected for that day.
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The majority of scholars of our time have said that it is permikesito play a recorded
ruqyah but it is better to recite it yourself.

Canrugyahbe given to noAMuslims? Yes. A
AJami®31: O'Oishlamentioned that the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamtered
on her while she was doingigyahto a norrMuslimwoman, and the Prophetllall"hu
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Oalayhi wa sal)asaid, OHeal her with the BookAdflh .0 Therefore, you can heal non
Muslims withrugyah and it may be a way to bring them to Islam.

Canrugyahbe used on psychological sicknesses? Yes, becaasetitpe of sickness.

“I'seek with the Might of Allah and His Power refuge from the evil of that which is
happening to me or that which | am being cautious fromABT{rmidh!1696)

It is recommended to giveugyahand to receiverugyah What is theruling about
asking forrugyah(meaning asking someone to makegyahon you)?

In Muslim 218: The Prophek(lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, O70,000 people from my
ummah will enter Jannah withoutis'’b.O The companions asked, OWho are they, oh
Prophetof Alllh 20 Hefllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OHe are those who do not ask for
rugyahand they do not dda(ayurand they depend on their Lord (hatawakkul.O

Scholars said that to ask someone tordgyahis makr%h It is better for you to miee
duQ@directly to Alllh than to dorugyah however, if someone offersigyah then you
can accept it. Those who do not ask famugyahhave higher dependence oAll'h

(sub "nahu wa taO)la

Ruqyalis something that you say from th@urO!ror ! ad#thon a sick person with the
intention that All'h is going to heal them because of what you are readifigmetimes
it is translated as spiritual healing versus other kinds of healing (medicine).

Can we makeugyahfrom any s%ah? Yes, because the Proph&il@ll"hu Oalayhi wa
sallanmy said, Oln it there is a healing for the person.O It becomes an innovation when
someone keeps doing it a specific number of times.

=  The Sickness of Death

Anas b. Malik narrates: “The Prophet (peace be upon him) entered on a young person
dying and said, ‘How do you find yourself?” He said, ‘I seek hope from Allah, and I fear
my sins O Messenger of Allah,’ so he (peace be upon him) said, ‘They are not combined
in the heart of a believing slave at this time except that Alllh ggvhim what he wants
and protects him from what he fea®(1bn Majah 4231)

In other words, a person at this time has a balance of hope Alli#t will have mercy

on him and forgive him, but also a person may have fear because of the sins the person
did. The person can continue to matavbahuntil the soul reaches the throat and the
person is in the last hallucinations.

What should be more than the othédfear or hope? Ina# Muslim 7142: The
Prophet @llall’hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, ONonef gou should die except that he has
good thoughts abouéll'h .O
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&ad#tlgudsi Ol am what My slave thinks of Me. If he thinks of me good, then | will
treat him in a good way. If he thinks of me other than good, then | will treat him that
way.O

When youare still alive, should you have more fear or hope? If the person is in a state
of doing sins, then the person should have more fear than hopke.someone is
committing sins,then do not tell the person not to worry and thall'h is AFGha# Al

Rd #n because this is mocking. DonOt look at how small the sin is that you are doing,
but look at how great the One is Who you are disobeying.

What about if we see someone dying and they are sayiititha illa All"hand then they
die Bshould we treat them & Muslims? Yes, as for tdany”, we will wash them and
pray on them.All!h will decide in the"khirahif the person died as a Muslim.

Makhfool atShamiused to be seen sad most of the time in his life. During his last
moments, his friends found him siimg and laughing. They asked him, OWhy are you
laughing?® He said, OWhy wouldnOt | laugh when the thing | was trying to prevent
came [death], and the thing that | was also hoping for also came [megtitig]?0

MuQ!dhibn Jabal i@ yAll"hu Oanhin his last moments was telling the people around
him: ODo not cut my talk by saying other things. Listen to me. If you knew how much
MercyAlllh has, you would depend on it. If you knew how much tortAdeh has, you
would know what you did will not beefit you. ObAll'h, You know that | used to fear
You, and today | have hope in You. @Hh, You know | didnOt stay in thdany" to

love it but to stay thirsty in the day [fasting] and to work hard hour after hour and to
compete in the sittings of kneledge / remembrance with the knees [meaning who
would sit the closesto the scholark OhAllth, You know that my heart loves You.O

OAmr ibi\I-O* in his last moments was crying heavily and the teasre flowing. His

son OAbdulit asked him, OOh nfgther, | knew that nothing would happen to you
except that you would have patience.O He said, OMy son, three things are happening to
your father at this moment. His deeds are cut off. There is feaheftesurrection.

The third is leaving behind thaswhom you love, and this is the easiest of the three.

Oh All'h, You have ordered, butHave slowed down You have forbidden us from
certain things but | have disobeyed You. @Hh, one of your Attributes is tAk
OAfuwvjto forgive and overlook sins]so forgive Me.Gf someone is dying, try to give

them more hope ofAlllh .

Al-* asan AlBar"in his last moments was asked about how much fear he had, and he
said, @ your mother had in her hands paradise and hell, where is she going to put
you?QOThey said, OParadise.O He, €Aitlh is more merciful to mehan my mother.O

The Prophet $llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid that if you look at the mercy of all of the
creation ofAlllh (sub "nahu wa tad)Jat is not even one part of 100 parts of the Mercy
of Alllh . In the QurO!nAlllh often mentions that Hés A-Gha¥ AFRd #n but also the
extreme punishershadlu@Ditp), so we must have balance.
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Bukh"#6169: The Propheg{llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OWhoever has an oppression
towards his brother whether it is from his honor or money, then ke pay it back to

him before Day will come when ragn"r and nodirhamwill be accepted. If the person

has good deeds, it will be taken from his good deeds and given to the one whom he
oppressed.

Tirmidh" 3148: The Propheg(lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasked, ODo you know who the
bankrupt person is?O They said, OThe person who has no money and no furniture.O The
Prophet @allall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)laaid, OTheuflisfrom my nation is someone who
comes on the Day of Judgment withl'h and fasting ad zak"h, but he said a bad word

about a person and took money from another and the people come and take from him
until all of his good deeds are taken away. Then, they will start putting their bad deeds
on him until he is placed and pushed inside Hedfid

What if someone has a debt to someone and cannot find them? Take the money and
donate it with the intention that it is for that person.

When Imi m Al-Nas!Oiraveled from Khuts! n to Damascus, he realized he had a pen
that he had borrowed, so he traled all the way back to return the pen, which was a
three month journey.

When the person is feeling the sickness of death, this is the time when they should
mention the will or amend the will that they have writtenFrom al ad#thwe know that

the persa who has a debt and dies will be tied to his debt in his grave until someone
pays it on his behalf. A person had a debt on him, and the Progkl('hu Oalayhi wa
sallany refused to prayfal't akjan'zahbecause this person had a debt. There are two
narrations of this! ad#thand one of them mentions that one person had taken from the
loot of the battle, which was a few beads off the clothes of the enemy and was not even
equal to two dirhams, but because of this the Prophd&tll&ll'hu Oalayhi walaa)
refused to prayal't akjan'zahon him.

In the sickness of death, we should thaallh (suld "nahu wa taO)lthat we did not die

from a sudden death. When a sudden death comes, the person cannot repent anymore.
When a person has sickness beforeatth, the person has chance to ask for
forgiveness and a chance to return any debts.

&ad#thin AbuD!w&d The Prophetdllall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OSudden death is a
sorrow for the disbeliever and a mercy to the believer.O How is this pogsibte the
non-Muslim, he did not have a chance to accégédm, so it is a sorrow. It is a mercy to
the believer because a sudden death is less painful.

One of the signs of the Day of Judgment that the Prop$ta(l"hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
mentioned wa that sudden death would increase. In the past, the norm was for people
to have a sickness of death and die gradually. These days, people die suddenly (i.e.
heart attack).
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Chapter 4 | When Death Comes
= Assisting the Dying Person

What are some thingae can do in the last moments?

- Try to invite the righteous people among the community.

These people know th&gh of dealing with these issues, and they know the practice
from the QurO!rand Sunnatand how to talk to the family to calm them downAlso,
they are righteous, sansh"OAll"they will make duOg@rom the QurO!nand Sunnah
They remind the family members to have patience.

- Bring water and wipe over the face and lips that the person has some moisture to
be able to talk.

Bukh"#6145: O'Oistasaid that the Prophet$llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lfwed a carof

water in his handand would put his hand in the water and then wipe over his fiine

other narrations: and moisten his lips] and say: [Qil*ha illa All'h death has

intoxications.0O The person is not fully aware of the surroundingssanda sem

hallucination state mixed with pain. 18%raty'fv. 19 Alllh said, OThe intoxications of

death came with theruth. This is what you were trying to avoid in this momentAb

I aqgin this "yahmeans death. The Prophek(lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laras moistening

his lips in the last moments so that he could $ay’ha illa All"h

What are the intoxication®f death? Itis like the drunkenness that people feel or when
a person wakes up from anesthesia and is-aaire and halasleep.

- )al# Muslim: Abu Sa® Al Khudri narrated that the Prophet$allall’hu Oalayhi wa
sallan said to tell the people to sdyil'ha illa All'h There are etiquettes of doing
this.

1) Remind them gently to sal il"ha illa All'h and give them some time to say it.
Do not force it on the person.

OWhoever his last words weleilaha illa Allah, he would enter paradis®. (Ab!
Dlw"d 3116Dan acceptable narration

He @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldid not say that if a personOs last words werd"not
iI"ha illa All"hthat they would go to Hellfire.

2) Appoint one person to say itlt is a common mistake to have sewatipeople
advising the person, but this is overwhelming for the person.

3) Remind others around to be quiet because it is distracting the person who is
dying.
Wargah ibn Ashkuri in his last moments was sayihg'ha illa All"hand making
duQdo All'h and every time someone entered, they saias&#imu Oaykum wa
ral matull'h.O He told his son, OReply to the people withsatiyn so that they
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will not distract me from saying" il"ha illa AllI'nO The ruling on starting with
the sal'mis that it is Sunnh, but it is oblgatory to reply to thesal'm.

4) If the person say$' il"ha illa All"h do not ask them to say it again except if they
say something else.

[In these moments, the priority is to encourage the person tosaljha illa All"h
There isno evidence to recite th@urOl!rat this time, and it may be a distraction
to the person from saying' il"ha illa All"h]

- Makedu@®
Umm Salama narrated that the Prophefalall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OIf you
approach the sick or dying person, thenly say good, as the angels are saymn
to whatever you say.O (Muslim 2079)

There is no specifidu@Jor this case, so make a genedaid® OhAIlllh have mercyon
him and the dead Muslim®hAll'h protect him from the torture of the grave,All'h
give patience to the family membersRemember that the priority when making the
duds to make it for the person who is dying.

In Abu D!w&d, Ibn Yasr narrated that the Prophet %llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid,
ORecit&%ral" S#on your dying people.O

The majority of the scholars said that thisd#ths extremely weak inelding Imm Al
Darwgutni and AlAIb! n"because one of the narrators is not trustworthy and there is no
other authentic narration. The scholars said that if people kesgying it at these
moments, it is an innovation. Other scholars who did not know tlad#ths weak said
that it is recommended, buthis is the weaker opinion. The stronger opinion is that it
should not be recited in this moment because thaal#ths weak.

When someone is dying, sometimes people turn the person to facegitileh Isthis
from the religion? In ABBayhad 6396 Abu Qatadah narrated that Mar O asked at the
time of his death that he be made to face thélah This reached the Priet
(®llall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)lamd he saidOHe has hit thigrah O Satd ibn Musayyib said
that this narration is weak. Shaykh-Alb! n"said that there is no other narration that
talks about this that is authentic. This is an extremely weak niorg so we do not
turn the person to thegiblah It may be a hardship to turn the person towards the
giblah If the person can do it naturally without any hardship and if he wants to make
du@it can be done, but it is not a part of the religion toitlo

If a woman is on her menses, should she be away from the person who is dying? This is
a misconception, and the woman can makeXand be present.

= The Soul of the Believer when Leaving the Body

OAnd the intoxication of death will bring the trutithat is what you were trying to
avoid.OQ@!f50:19)
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Al-Asbahani mentioned this intoxication and feeling that the person feels is that they
are half awake and half asleep mixed with some hallucinations and some pain. Even
the Prophet gallall"hu Oalaya sallajnwas feeling these intoxications. In a narration

in Bukh"# Anasnarrates thatAl-+Abbl!spassed by ther$'r who were crying because
they saw the pain that the Prophegg(lall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lavas feeling in his last
moments. If this ishappening to the Prophet$llall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)lavho is the
closest person tdll'h, then imagine how others would feelThe Prophet &llall"hu
Oalayhi wa sal)asaid, Ol will have twice as much pain as one of you feels.0 Why?
BecauseAlllh elevated the Prophet$llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laamd he will haveak
was#lah

Remember that the pain that a person feels at the time of death erases the sins of the
person if that person has sins and also elevates the status of the person in Paeatise
the Prophet allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)léwas a special place in Paradise and Was#lah

The Prophet $llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laisked us to pray talllh to grant himwas#lgh
which is a high status. The scholars said that the Prop#ata("hu Oalayhi wa sallam
has this position but out of humility he did not tell us that he has this position. We
make thisduQ&ifter theadh"n

In S%ralAlQiy'mah 26-29, All'lh says QAt the moment when the soul reaches the
throat (tur"qiyg, peoplearound wil say, OWhere is thi&gi (person who givesugyat)?O
and he would know at this moment that this is the moment of leaving.O

The Prophet$llall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)lamid thatAlllh accepts theawbatas long as the
soul has not reached thghargharah InS%raANis"®. 18: OAnthwbatis not for the
people who do bad deedsitil one of them when death comes to them that he is
making tawbah And not for those who died without acceptinglam For those two
groups we have prepared an egme torture O This verse is saying thaawbahis not
accepted from these types of people who do bad until the time of death comes.

S%ralAFMun"fig/hv. 1611. People will want extra timedAnd spend [in the way of

All' h] from what We have providedoy before death approaches one of you and he
says, OMy Lord, if only You would delay me for a brief term so | would give charity and
be among the righteous But never will All h delay a soulvhen its time has come. And
Alll h is Acquainted with what youaO

S%rathF-MuOmim v. 991000Until death comes to one of them, and he will say, OOh
Allth, return me to this life that maybe | will do the good that | left before.O No, it is just
a word that this person is saying.

The Shay'nat this moment coms to the person in a last try to take the person out of
Islam. InS%ralAk&ashrv. 16: OTh8hay'nsays to the human, OGo oulstdm® When
he leftIslam, he Bhay'n] says, Ol have nothing to do with you. | #&#ih the Lord of
the worldsOO T hverse was sent when the story of the worshipperBair' Isr!Cl
happened. One day, two brothers had their sister with them and had to travel for a
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long time. They wanted to leave their sister with someone to take care of her, and they
wanted a pious @rson to take care of her. They left her with one of the most pious
worshippers oBart Isr!@1. He refused completely when asked because he did not want
the Shay'nto play with him. They persuaded her, and he accepted. He put her in a
home near his face of worship and would lock the door and only bring food at certain
times of day and would knock and leave. After a few weeksStieg/'n came to him

and told him to talk to her from behind the door because she must be lonAlger
some time, theShay("ntold him to talk to her and see each other. They became closer
and closer. They fell into thear"mand didzin". After that, she became pregnant and
had the child. The&hay'ncame and told him that if her brothers come back and see
the child that they would kill him, so he should kill the child. The man killed the child.
The Shay'nthen told him to kill her so that she would not tell her brothers. He then
killed her as well. Months later, the two brothers came back. He told them that their
sister died, and they believed him because he was the best worshipg@arbisr!J.

The Shay'ncame to them in a dream and told them that the man killed the sister and
told them where to find the body and the knife. The men went to his place of wjprs
and saying that he killed their sisterThe man was afraid, and the Shaytan said that if
he said the word okufr, then he would protect him. The man sadfr, and then the

men killed him and he died askifir.

In the QurO!pAlllh says: ODdrféllow the footsteps oShay'n.O

The son of Inm A%nad ibn* anbal was telling him in his last moments to say the
kalimah Im!m A%mnadsaid, ONo!O Then he fainted and came back. His son asked him
why he was saying no, and he said, OMy son, | wisgferery thirsty, and theShay'n
brought me a cup of water and said that he would give me from this water if | would say
a word ofkufr, and | was saying no.O

AbuJaOafavas sitting next to Im!m AlQuiub”, the famous scholar dgéfst, and telling

him to sayl" il"ha illa All'n He said no. He fainted and then came back. He said that
two shay(#h came next to him, and one was telling him to die upon the religion of
Judaism because it is the best religion and the other was saying to die upon Cinystia
because it is the best religion, and he was saying no and no.

The Prophetdallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laniMay the worshipper of money be miserable in
this life.O Some people worship money and work and live their lives for these things
more than ther religious duties.

How can we protect ourselves? $%oratbrlh"m v. 27 QAlllh at these moments makes
those who believed in the righteous words in this life and in the hereafter strong in
their words. All'h will make the oppressing people go astren these momentsAll'h
does whatever He wants to do.O

S%rafrubdat v. 30: OThose who say, OOur Lowlls ,O and thenayed on the right
path (stig'm%, the angels will come down to meet them saying, ODo not have any fear,
and do not have anyosrow, and have the glad tidings that you will get the Paradise
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you are promised to get.OO The person who is clgghtcand says thatlllh is his
Lord will have angels come to help him in these moments.

The angels at that time are closer to therpen than anyone else who is there.

OThen why, when the soul at death reaches the throat. And you are at that time looking
on - And Our angels are nearer to him than you, but you do not seé\W!(i@h56:83

85)

Ibn +Abb!said that OweO is referringhe angels.They are closer to the person who is
dying than anyone else around hinSalm!n AFF!ris"in his final moments said to his
wife, OGo and bring a bottle of musk to amel spread it around because | see creatures
from the creation ofAlllh who love the smell of musk and do not eat food.O0 When his
wife came back with the bottle of musk, she found that his soul had left his body.

Who will take the soul?The angel of deathThere is no evidence in Islamic texts about

the name of the angel afeath.

S%ralFZumarv. 42: @lllh is the One who claims their souls when the time comes.O
Alllh gives the permission for the soul to be taken.

S%ralkSajdaty. 11: OSay: OThe one who would claim your soul at that moment is the
angel of death who is given igimission.00

S%raFANO"m. 61: OWhen death approaches one of you, Our messengers will claim
his life and they do not neglect their duty.O The angel of death has assistance.

Tirmidh" 979: O'Oistmsaid, Ol do not envy someone the pain at deattr afsaw the
hardship of death of thérophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlém In Ibrf ibb! n 298, she

said, Ol have never seen someone suffer as much pain at the time of death as the
Prophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlam

What are some descriptions abt the feeling that people had while the soul is coming
out of the body?

OUmar ibn Mhab$b was sitting next to KéaQbn Mllik at the time of his death and
said, OYa KaQell us how you feel at these moments?0O He 3icu®#r anuOming

feel asf a branch of a tree that has a lot of thorns and then they pulled it out and each
thorn pulled on a nerve and then pulled out.O

Shaddd ibn Aws said, Olt feels stronger than someone cutting me with a chain saw and
someone pulling out from inside my fleghe pliers and boiling a big pot.O

OAmr ibm\I-O*- said, Ol wish that someone after they died would come back and tell us
how they felt in these moments.O When his death came, the companions reminded him
of this statement and asked how he felt. OAaid, SQvdl"hi, it is as if the heavens
collapsed on the eaht and my soul is trapped between them aiidis like | am
breathing from the hole of a needle and I feel like a bird they have put in a deep fryer
that can neither fly to be safe nor die to be sdfom the pain of death.O
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These are noé! ad#ttand should not be taken literally. Based on each person, different
words were said, but they all agree on how severe the pain of death feels in these
moments.

Aslam, the slave obU@ar ibn AtKhab$h, narrated that OUmar said, OIf the believer had
any sins and his deeds were not enough to erase these sinsAlierwould make the
pain more severe for the person in these moments so that it would erase the sins or
raise the personOs degree in Paradise.O

Each and every one of us has done wrong things in his A&h from His Mercy put
several filters for us in this life and after so that we would not go to Hellfire as much as
possible. In this lifeAlllh gave us thdilter to makeduQ@ndistighfr. Another filter is

the tribulations you feel in thidduny” (sickness, losing someone). Another filter is the
pain felt when the soul is coming out. If these do not clean you from your sins, then the
person will have some punishment in the grave. Hat did not clean the person, then
the fear that a person feels after the resurrection on the Day of Judgment is a filter.
The fear of standing in front All'h erases more and more sins. If the person is denied
drinking from al! aw , then it is anotherfilter. When the person reaches tt#" (and

is clean, theral! amdulill"h If not, then the fear of crossing ti#" (is another filter. At

the end of this, if the person is not clean, then the person would fall into the Hellfire
and have some punishent until he is cleaned of his sins and then he will enter
Paradise. These are the stages that a person goes through, which is why AlBrasé
forgive us in thisduny".

Only the most evil of people will reach Hellfire, but we never know. It maysingou
did on one day. The Prophega(lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OOne of you will say a
word that hewill not pay attention toand will fall inside Hellfire for 70 years because of
that one word.CHave hope and have fealt is a balance.

In An-Nasd® Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophefa(lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid,

OThe moment when the soul comes out, if that comes to the believer, then the angels
will bring a white cloth of silk and say to the soul, OGo out pleased and beingdpleas
with the decree of Alllh to the blessing of Alllh. Be protected from the anger of Alllh.O

[It was mentioned that at this moment the soul comes out like the best smelling musk]
The angels hand it from one to the next all the way until the first gate the seven

skies. The angels guarding it would say, OWhat is this beautiful smell from earth?0 They
will say, Olt is the soul of a believer.O When the souls of the believers meet each other,
they would feel more happiness than one of you if his famigmber was traveling and

just came back.O After that, according to the majority of scholars, the soul goes to the
grave, and the questioning of the grave starts.

» The Soul of the Disbelievarhen Leaving the Body

In S%raFOArY. 37: OWhen Our messengers come to them to claim their souls, it will
be said to them, OWhere are those you used to call other than Allth?O They will say,
OThey left us alone.O They became witnesses on themselves that they have left the
religion.O
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In another verseS%raAkFANf'| v. 5651: OWhen the angels come to take the souls of the
disbelievers, they are beating them on their faces and backs. Taste the punishment of
Hellfire. This is what your hands have brought forward, and Ailoes not oppress His
slaves.O

What is the pain for a disbeliever in his last moments? Scholars said that if he had any
good deeds, then he will get the reward in tidsny" and if they have any left, then
their pain would be lessAbu,!lib is an elample of this. The Prophe$g(lall"hu Oalayhi

wa sallaincould not do anything after his death. Also, the Proptgatléll"hu Oalayhi wa
sallam could not do anything for his mother. The Prophé&al{all"hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
said, Ol asked my Lord &sk forgiveness for my mother, and He did not give me
permission. | asked Him if | could visit her grave, and he gave me permission. Visit the
graves because they remind you of the afterlife.O

&ad#ttin Bukh"# A man came to the Prophéa(all"huOalayhi wa saljaand asked him
about his father, and he said, OYour father is in the Hellfire.O The person was walking
away and feeling bad, and h#lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laalled him back and said, OMy
father and your father are both in Hellfir@ This is the best of creation, so imagine us.

If you have any nofMuslim family members, this is the time you could save them.
Imagine that one of your parents has a rare disease and the only medicine that could
cure them is far away and would take ythree months to get, wouldnOt you take off
the time to go get it? And this is a sickness of ttauny". We need to leardaOwah
techniques. If a person doesnOt learn, it is like someone standing on the beach while
people are in the ocean drowning while he knows how to swim enough to save them.

OAnNd if you could but see when the angels take thédssiithose who disbelieved...

They are striking their faces and their backs and [saying], OTaste the punishment of the
Burning Fire. That is for what your hands have put forth [of evil] and because Allah is

not ever unjust to His servants.00

(AFANf! 8:5051)

What about the disbelievers? The scholars said what applies to the disbelievers also
applies to the major sinners of thismmah

How does the soul come out?

The same narration in AiNasa@nentions the soul of the disbeliever:

OIf the time of dath comes for the disbeliever, the angels of torture come to him and
say, OCome out displeased. The soul would come out with the worst smell of a dead
animal. As the soul is coming out and goes to the heavens, the angels hand it to each
other as somethmg they want to get rid of until it reaches the first sky. The angels
guarding it will say, OYou are not welcome, you filthy soul! Go back humiliated! The
gates of the heavens will not be opened for you.O The soul would go back to the grave
and the qustioning would start.{lbn M! jah 4252]

= What to do after a person dies
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What do we do when a person dies in front of us?

- Close the eyes of the perso.ou can place your hand on the forehead and push
slightly down, or you can use two fingers to closeetayes.)a # Muslim: Umm
Salamah said that the Propheta{lall’hu Oalayhi wa sa)laentered upon Abu
Salamah, and his eyes were looking up and were wide opé&ere is a narration:
when the soul comes out, the vision follows it. The first facultgttis lost is vision.
One of the ways to test if a person dies is to flash light ineyes to see if the pupils
move.

yal# Muslim 2171: Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophgillall"hu Oalayhi wa
sallam said, ODonOt you see that when a personhigesision goes aay?0 They
said, OYeRasulullh.O This means that this is the first faculty that is loBioctors
have a list for how many minutes it takes for each faculty to go away after a person
dies, and the first one is vision. It takes fdarsix minutes for the brain to die.

- Make adu@which the Prophet$allal’hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid when Abu Salamah
died:
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[If it is a woman who died, wherever there iha put afat! a (except forfihi at the
endwhich refers to the gravg]

OO Alllh forgive AbSalamah and raise his degrees with those who are guided, and
replace those whom he has left behind (with benefits), and forgive us and him O
Lord of worlds. Make his grave wide for him and light it for him.O (Muslim 2080)

- Takea sting and try to keep the mouth closed by tying the string lightly around
the head. Do not tie it so tightly that it leaves a mark. If you donOt have a string,
you can use cloth.

- Loosen the joints of the person. Hold the right hand of the person and Iiead
elbow. Do the same for the left. Do the same for the legs. Why do we do this? The
blood is trapped in the joints when the person dies, and if he is leftthig then it
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is very difficult to change the position. When the arms and legs are motresl
limbs become flexible so that the body can later be washed.

- Cover theQawratvith a towel. After the person is covered with the towel, then
start to remove the clothesWhydo we remove the clothes at this st&yaVhen the
person dies, their bodgize starts to increase because of the gases released as cells
die. Later on, it becomes very hard to take the clothes off.

It is better that a piece of cloth is put on the bed so that the person can be wrapped
and taken to be washed. Before takingethlothes off, cover th®awralvith a
towel. [It is difficult to do this by yourself because the body is usually heawgep

the towel in place as the clothes are being taken off. Wrap the towel around the
personO&awrah Thesunnahis to use whitecloth to wrap the person.Make sure

that the cloth is long enough to cover the head (if you have to leave something out,
then leave the legs out). If the cloth is long enough, tie the end of the cletist

the end and then make a knot or use a stringrope to tie around the endDonOt

tie it too much because you want it to be easy for the people washing the body to
open it.

Evidences

lbn *ibbln 2156: an authentic narration. The companions asked, OShould we
unclothe the Prophet &llall'hu Oalayhia sallapnjust like we unclothe our dead
people?O This evidence shows that they always unclothe the dead people.

An-Nisa®7117: O'Oislra(ra yAll'hu Qamh said that when the Prophet&gllall’hu
Oalayhi wa saljatied, he was covered with a thin peof cloth.

The body can be covered with any kind of cloth with the condition that it is not see
through and does not show the bodyThe color at this stage does not have to be
white.

O'Oistia (ra’ yAll'hu Oamh said, OBreaking the bones of the deadsqe is just like
breaking it if he was alive.Jreat the body as if the person was still alive. Therefore,
donOt apply any excessive pressure and do not try to move the limbs by force. When
washing the body, use water at the same temperature as somaomewould use.

The washing and shrouding of the body should be done by the same gender except for
spousesand except for children who had not reached the agefadfh (i.e. under 7)
O'Oistia(ra’ yAll'hu Oamh said, OIf | knew whatas going to happen to the Prophe
(Sllall"hu Oalayhi wa sajldrwould not have let anyone handle him except his wives.O
Abu Bakr & yAll'hu Oanip asked that his wife wash hizody. A mother cannot wash

her son and a man cannot wash his daughteFhe men wash men and women wash
women, and the exception is spouses and young children.

The women washetbr!h"m, the son of the Prophegllall’hu Oalayhi wa sa)laffihis is
the majority opinion. The* anaf* madhhabsaid that after death,lie marriage contract
is terminaed; therefore, the spouses are not related anymore and cannot wash the
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bodies. Thesea! ad#ttwere narrated in Madinah, antm!'m Abu* an*fah was in Iraq
andhadnot heard them.

Is it permissible to open the body once it is covered?

Bukh"#1187:J bir ibn OAbdulh mentioned that when his father was killed, he used to
open the piece of cloth around his face and would cry. The Progh#al("hu Oalayhi wa
salam) was there, and he did not telim not to do it. In other words, the Prophet
(Sllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaw him opening the cloth and did not say anything, which
means that it is permissible to do.

What about kissing a person? In-Rirmidh" 100Q O'Oistra(ra’ yAll'hu Oaahnarrates
that when the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaw a companion was dying, she saw
the tears coming out of his eygsnd he was kissing him.

It is permissible to open the shroud and show his face, thiedfamily member can kiss
him (if he was one of those who could kiss the person while he was alivemaeram).

Bukh"#1241: Abu Bakr kissed the Proptlall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lafter his death.

Are we allowed to delay the funerahtil a family member comes™ukh"#1252 The
Prophet allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)larid, Basten thgan'zah If it was a good soul, then
you are doing good to that soul. If it was an evil soul, then it is an evil you are putting
off of your necksDEveryone is goig to hear the torture of the soul from the animals
and trees and rocks except for the human beings pmal

It is permissible to delay for a slight timéAny delay must be short and for a reasdh.

the person died aftefuhr, you can wait until aftelO% so that enough people are there

to pray. If a person died at night and the preparations cannot be done, then we can
wait until the next day to wash and shroud the person. Other than that, we cannot
delay. If the person dies in the morning, then vigy to make the funeral arrangements

in the same day, and if the person dies at night, then we try to have the funeral the
next day.

The questioning of the grave does not start until the person is buried and covered.
There is no evidence that it occuisfter people walk away 40 steps. The Prophet
(®llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid after a person is burie@AskAlllh to keep him strong

in these moments, he is being asked.O

Sometimes by law we are forced to delay for a couple of days, but this is out of our
hands. If it is suspected that the perswvas murdered, then an autopsy may have to
take place anccausedelay and this is also out of our hands. In your will or hospital
form, you can waive the right to a routine autopsy to speed up the funeral. Islamically,
we are not allowed to tamper witthe body in any way except if there is a necessity.
O'Oistia (ra yAll'hu Oaialh said, OBreaking the bones of a dead person is just like
breaking the bones of a person who is alive.0 The scholars said that this means
harming the person in any way is not permissible. Treat the person as if he was still
alive. Even the water used to wash the body must be the same temperature you would
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use if you were showering while alive. Sometimes the person may not beyeg¢aoiut
even if they werelslamteaches us to respect the body and treat it with dignity.

Once pu wrap the body, try to pay the debts as soon as possible so that the personOs
soul is not hung from their debtsin the book of At Ikim 258: A body of a man was
brought to the Pophet @&llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laand he asked, Ols there any debt on
the person?0 They said,e®vtwodth"rs.O The Propheglall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lalid

not pray $al't aljan'zahon this personbecause he had a debt until Abu Qatadah came
and said he would pay the twah"rs.

The Prophet $llall"'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OThe dead person is hung with his debt.O
Alllh knows best what Ohung® means and it is fronOtlme ajhayb The Propbt
(fllall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lagfused to pray on a person with a delfhe general public
prays on the person with a debt, but the leader of the community does not so that it is
an example for other people.

The scholars said that the one who lec#ib't aljan'zahdoes not prayon the person
because the Prophegllall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldeit it, but he did not stop the others
from praying. Similarly, if a person was known in the community as a major sinner,
then the leader of the community wouldave prayinghal't aljan'zahon the person to
make an example, but it is permissible for everyone else to pray it.

Remember to not do any innovations or anything you do not have an evidence for.

What are some innovations that people do when a persas thefore taking the body

for washing?

- Sometimes a person sits next to the body and rec@esO!rthinking that it calms
the soul down, but there is no basis for this.

- Some people put mufl afnext to the personOs head.

- Sometimes they put light or a catelin the room so that it is not darkThis comes
from Eastern religions.

- Sometimes people approach the body and ask it for forgiveness. In thénQur®
All! h says, OYou will not make the dead people hear.O

- After a person dies, people sdyil'ha illa AI'h, but this is from culture and not
religion.

- There is no evidence to put the person in the position of praying. Keep the body in
the neutral position.

* The Signs of a Righteous Death

What are signs of a righteous deathRemember that these aregsis of a righteous
death and are not a guarantee.

- Im!'m A%nad 1384 , al%a ibn OUbaydulh (ra’ yAll'hu Oanhsaid, Ol know a word
that no slave would say at the time of his death except that his color would be
bright, and Alllh will elevate the hardships of this personO @mar ¢a yAll'hu
Oanhwsaid, Ol know what it is!Cal% looked at him and said, OWhat is it@bnar
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said, ODo you know a word better than it? It is a word that the Proghial("hu
Oalayhi wa saljasrdered his uncle to say atéhtime of death. It i# il"ha illa All'hO
, al%@ said, OYou have spoken the truthfGx person say8 il"ha illa All*hor points
with his finger, it is a good sign.

Al-* Ikim 761 (authentic narration): Abu Buraydah narratedhat when his father
was visiting hissick uncle, there was sweat on his foreheathen he died so he
said, @ll'hu Akbar! | heard the Prophe@glall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laay that the
death of the believer is by the sweating of the forehead.O

Im!m A%nad6582(acceptablenarration): ONo Muslim dies on the dayjwhu@hor

the night of jumuQaéxcept thatAll'h will protect him from the tribulations of the
grave.O If a person died on the day or nighfuofuOaihis a good sign. Someone
may ask:what special thing didthat person do to be protected from the grave?
Look at it in a different way.All'h made the reasons for the person to die on a
Friday because He wants that person to be protected from the tribulations of the
grave.

Someone who dies in battleAl-Nas!©1289: It was narrated that a man askéw
Prophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sajla®@Oh Prophet dilllh, why are the believers
tested in their grave except for thehal?O He®llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, @

is enough of a test for him to seke sharpness of the swords above his héadrhe
person being in battle is enouditnahbecause he is giving his life in this battle, so
they are not given this horror agaiin the grave and ar@rotected. The Prophet
(®llall"'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasaid, OThe Muslim would not face two fears.O This
means that if the person faces that type of fear in thay", then he will not face it

in the "khirah

Ab! Hurayrah narrates: OThey have passed on the Prophet (peace be upon him)
with a funeral, so they metdned good things about it. So he said, ‘It is indeed

(good).O Then they passed with another one, and they mentioned bad things about

it, so he said, Olt is indeed (bad).O And then he said, OYou are witnesses for each
other.” (Abti Dawid 3223)

One of he signs of a righteous death is that people in general are mentioning good
about the person.This! ad#thmeans that if a person died and the majority of the
people are saying good things about this person, tirestt OAll"lit is a sign for the
person thd the died in a good way. Someone may ask: peiissibleto say
something evil after a person died because of the narration Omention the good
things about the dead people®? The narration of Omention the good things about the
dead peopleO is extremeVeak. If the person was doing a lot of sins in public, then
everyone knows the evils of the person and would talk about it naturally.

One day the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laskedOAbdulh ibn Mas&d to
recite theQurO!n He was shocked and said, OYou want me to recite it on you and it
was sent to you?O The Proph#&tlléall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, Ol would love to
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hear it from someone elsether than myself. @ Abdulh ibn Mas&dstarted reciting
from S%ralAFNis"@nd continued reading towerse41. When he recited that verse,
the Prophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamoke into heavy tears.n verse 41Alllh
says, OHow is it when Weirlg from each nation a witness and a\bring you
[Mu¥ammad]as a witness on this nation.0 OYouO irytiids referring to the
Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lafihe Prophetdllall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)l&weard
this verse and toldAbdulh ibn Mas®dto stop reciting, and he cried.

Is it a witness for or against the person? It depends on the perddre Prophet
(fllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lavill be a witness for you or against you depending on
your deeds. If a person listened to th&urO!nand ! ad#thand applied what is in
them, then it is a witness for the person. If a person denied it, ttrenProphet
(fllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)larill be a witnessgainst the person.

It is narrated that as some people are approaching th& , ange$ will pull them
away, and the Prophet$llall*'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamill say, OThey are from my
ummahO The angels will say, OYou do not know what they did after you. [in another
narration: They came on the reverse path.]O

- )al# Bukh"#6223: Sahbn Sadnarrated that the Prophet$llall’hu Oalayhi wa
sallam said, OThe slave will do from the actions of the people of Heliie he is
from the people of Paradise, and another will do the actions from the people of
Jannah but heis from the peope of Hellfire The deeds depend on the last thing
done® The person will be resurrected doing the last thing in this life. One of the
signs of a righteous death is a person dying while doing a good deed. If a person
died indal'h, it is a good signlf a person died while recitingQurO!nit is a good
sign. If a person dies while fasting, it is a good sign. This is why it is encouraged to
fast like the fasting oD!w&d (Oalayhi€ll"n).

These signs are mentioned in tisinnah The scholars saichat these are signs and not
guarantees.If we see a person die while smiling, we say tivat OAll"ht is an
indication of a good ending, but we donOt have an evidence.

After Ibr'h"m died, there was a solar eclipse and it reached the Propftal(l"hu
Oalayhi wa sal)atimat people were saying that this happened because his son died. He
(Sllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamid, OThe sun and the moon are the creatiohllti and do

not eclipse for anyoa.0 Rain or eclipses are signs for anyone becausthey are
things that All'h created and they follow a certain course.

Part Il - The Final Rites: Returning the Person to Earth
Chapter 5 | Classifying Death
» False Classifications of Death

The number of people who are falsely classified as deadyyéaource: Death and Its
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Causes, by Carrington and Mider):

USA: more than 400 yearly

London: 2175 in 22 years

Amsterdam: 990 people in 25 years
Hamburg: 107 people in 5 years

How many not discovered? Alllh knows best!

agkrwnhE

Michel from Belgium was only 38 April 1988 and he was diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer. The doctors told him he would live for one to two more years. At one time
during those years, he was in the hospital and he stopped breathing and his pulse
stopped, and the doctors classifiednias dead. His family took him to the mortician,

and as he was touching the body, he feels the body and said that this person was not yet
dead. The parents asked how he was not dead because the doctors had classified him as
dead. The doctors came andaexined him and said he was dead. The mortician said
that he has been doing his job for 33 years and knew what a dead body felt like. The
parents took him back to the hospital and shocked the body several times, and he
appeared to come back to life evamugh this was two days later. In the 2009 printing

of the book, this man was still alive.

A child died at the age of seven, and the body was put in the freezer. The nurse later
took out the body so that a routine autopsy could be performed. As stsepreparing
the tools, she saw the child move his hand, and she got scared.

In a Muslim country, there was a girl who tried to commit suicide by burning herself.
She burned herself and her body was completely charcoaled. As they were making
preparations, they found her saying in a faint voice asking for wateBhe lived for
some time even though she appeared to be completely burned.

There was an accident with two trains in Egypt. Hundreds of people died. The doctors
had limited spaces in the amlarnces, so they were classifying people on the spot. One
man had a van and was trying to take some bodies to clear the area. All of a sudden, he
felt the hand of one of the supposedly dead bodies. The man survived the accident.

= Signs of Death

Umm Salenah (may Alllh be pleased with her) said, OThe Prophet (peace be upon him)
entered on Abl Salamah when hi~s vision operled wide, then he said, “‘When the soul is
taken away, the vision follows.@a!{! Abami(B554)

- Use amild flashlight to see if the ppils change or not. The Prophefa{lall"hu
Oalayhi wa saljasaid that when the soul dies, the vision follows.
There is another method to check for brain activity call&@DWS: if you put cold
water in the personOs ear, the eyes will look opposite®fittection of where cold
water was put. If you put warm water in the personOs ear, the person looks in the
direction of the same ear. This shows brain activity.
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- Check for the pulse.This may not be the most effective way because the person
may have adint pulse.

- Check for breathing. If a person has faint breathing, it is hard to detect. Use a
mirror near a personOs nose, and if some fog builds, then you know that the person
is still breathing even faintly.

- The body is cold. The body lose§G{0.5F) per hour after death. The normal
body temperature is 3T (98F).

- The body becomes lighter because the humidity comes out of the body and
evaporates. This is not something easily discovered practically.

- Check the elasticity of the skin. If a persisnalive, if you pinch the skin it will go
back to the original shape. A dead personOs skin loses elasticity.

There is no harm to try CPR just in case, but you only have four to five minutes to do it
before brain cells start dying without oxygen.

Chapter6 | Washing the Body

What are the evidences thatfar kif"yah?

- Bukh"#1206: OWash with water asidrO There are some leaves that when you put
them in water and move the water, it would form some bubbles. If you donOt have
sidr, you can us soap to wash the person.

- For praying on him irBukh"#2173: OPray on your friend.O

- For burying the personS%rafPbasar. 21:Alllh said, OThen He made him die, then
He made him go into his grave.O

- For shrouding, the proof is in the samad#th OEad shroud him in his clotheseO

If the dead person has very limited moneyhen the priority is for his burial. The
Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlandered us to hasten the burial. There is a minority
opinion amongst the scholars that say the debay be higher in priority because it is
an obligation on the person, and the burial is a collective obligation.

Bukh"#1851: There was a man on his caméDinrah He fell from the camel and the
camel stepped on him and killed him. The Proph&lldll"hu Oalayhi wa sallasaid,
OWash him with water ansidrand shroud him in his two pieces of clothes.O Did the
Prophet @allall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laask if the person had a debt or not first? No.
Therefore, one group of scholars said that thestcof the burial has the priority over
debts. The other group said that it is a collective obligation for the burial, so if the
person does not have the money, then the community would raise it, and the debt is a
personal obligation; therefore, it must b@aid first. This is the strongest opinion.

All'h elevated human beings over other creatures. When other creatures die, you dig

enough to bury them and cover them with sand. For Muslims, we wash them, shroud

them, and then dig and bury the person. This is out of the elevation: OAnd We have
elevaed the son of Baridam .0
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What has priority: debt orak"h? Debt.The scholars said that one afllh Os Names is
AlGhani(the One who doesnOt need anyone or anythimg)th would know if that
person may have had theak"h but had circumstances imhich it was not able to be
paid. If no one paid the human being, no one would compensate him.

The cost of the burial should come from the pgrson()s money. What is the evidence for
this? InBukh"#1851: The Prophetlall"hu Oalayhi wa sajla@hroud him in his
clothes.O This is an indication that the cost should come out of the personOs money.

If someone has a debt of $20,000 but when he dies he has $50,000, then his family is
required to pay the debt before distributing the inheritance. owever, if the person

has a debt of $100,000 and at the time of death the man has $50,000, then the family is
required to pay the $50,000 but they are not required to pay the balance of $50,000.
The debt does not transfer to the family, but if they paythen it is good and you will

be rewarded, but you are not Islamically required to pay it.

What is the evidence that the spouses can wash each other?

Ibn Majah 1465: Abu Bakr asked that his wife Asma would wash him. There is another
narration that the Prophet llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid about his wif€®'Oistig OIf

you die before me, | would have washed you.O

What is the evidence for the parent not being allowed to wash children that are older?
In all of the narrations that we have, it has never beearnated that someone did so.
Only people from the same gender washed each other. There are indications in the
QurOlralso: OThey only show the beautiful parts of the body would not be shown to
anyone other than what appears normally.O

=  General Guidahes

Who has more right to wash the person?

The priority goes to whomever he/she names in the will. After that, it goes to whom
the relatives agree. If there is a dispute, then we follow the order, which we will learn
in the chapter of inheritance (theclosest person and then the one after and then the
one after). Itidar kif"yahupon the people in the community.

What is the evidence that we take the closer of the relatives?

S%raAkANf| v. 75: OThe people of the kinship are more deserving to each other.O The
explanation is that the one who has more right to dedth the person is the one who

is closer to them from the family.

One of the manners when washing the body is that you should not mention any of the
marks or bad signs that you see on the body. It is an amaanah in froht!of The
evidence is in At lkim 354: The Prophegllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid

OWhoever washes a Muslim and ttmaverswhat he sees, Alllh would forgive him
forty times.OAl-!"kim 354)
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Coverthe bad things. You can mention the good things. If you are going to wenti
the bad things, then do so in a place where no one would know who you are speaking
about.

* How to Wash the Body

@bb! d ibn OAbdulh ibn Al-Zubayr heardO'Oistasay when they wanted to wash the
Prophet($allall'hu Oalayhi wa sajta@Should we undss him as we undress the people?

Or should we leave him as is?0 They went to sleep and saw a sign to wash him. She
said, OIf | knew this was going to happen, then no one else would wash him except his
wives.0 @li and Usma ibn Zayd washed him$&(lal'hu Oalayhi wa sallam
OAbd®R&em! n ibn @wf joined them in the middle and also helpedli said that the

one who has more right to wash him is his family members.

1. To hide him in a room.
Make sure the room is locked and no one will see. It is mest®t will scare many
people if they see a dead person.
Who should be attending? The person who is washing and the minimum number of
people to get the job done. Dot make it an event with teror fifteen people. The
scholars mention that it is reaomended that you inviteone of the family members
who maynot bea practicing Muslim because it may cause them to reperltth .

Many times when people see what happens to their family members and the scene
of death, they repent t&\ll'h .

2. Covering the private parts: For both the man and the woman.
If it is a man,cover between the navel and the knees. For the woman, cover
between the chest and the knees. Some scholars used an analog@wthbfor a
woman in front of a woman is like for the men and between the navel and the
knees. The understanding from th@urO!n they should not show theizina
(beautiful parts) exept what naturally what people would see (arms, hair, legs,
neck).

3. To uncover him: The proof was mentioned earlier.

4. To raise his head and press on his stomach
Wear a thick glove when performing this washing. [During one step later, you have
to wash he private parts, and you do not want to feel them.]
Press hard on the stomach. You are trying to get the dirt out of the body that
normally comes out. You are not trying to empty the body completely. You want
this to come out so that it does not cometdater because you would have to repeat
the washing. Usually fluid comes out of the mouth and sometimes out of the back.

5. To wash the private parts:
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Make sure to wear thick gloves. You can have the water hose in one hand and use
the other hand to waslthe private parts from the front and back. The objective is
to wash most of it and clean any najasa as much as possible.

If by mistake you touch the private parts of the person with your skin, then if you
hadwu %Qou would have to repeat it MU' %{9 not necessary for washing the dead
person.

Can a woman in her period wash another woman? Yes.

6. To give them ablution: because of the proof above (should we wash the nose and
mouth?)
The Prophet (peace be upcim) said to those who were washing his daughter
Zaynab, OStart with her right parts and the areas of her ablutioti-z8ukhari 3/99)

- Thesunnahis to start from the right and then the left. When you are alive, it is
sunnahto start with the hands.You can start washing the body with the hands,
but you can also leave it because it is one ofghearof wu %OWash the right
hand and then the left hand. Wash between the fingers.

- For the dead person, we do not wash the nose and mouth because tivaen
person isalive, then he can take it out, but with the dead person it may not
comeout. These are also from trennahof wu %Q@xcept forim!m A%nadOs
opinion that it is a requirement). The verse in ti@urOln @ you who have
believed, when youise to [perform] prayer, wash your faces and your forearms
to the elbows and wipe over your heads and wash your feet to the dfkles
These are the requirementsf thewu %0

- Wash the face. Make sure the water temperature is the same as that you would
usewhen showering. The objective is to clean the body and not make it shine.

- Wash the arms up to the elbow.

- Wash the head. Make sure water does not enter the ears. At the end, wash the
two feet and make sure to wash between the toes.

- After that is finished, then wash the rest of the body. Ask your assistant to raise
the body on its side and wash the right side of the back first and then the right
leg until the bottom. Then raise the body on the other side and wash from the
back all of the way down tde end of the leg.

7. To wash his body witkidr
Sidrare leaves that when put in water releases bubbl¥au can use soap. Wash
gently. Wash the right side first.

You could substitutesidrwith soap. The temperature of the water should be warm
(bathtemperature). Wash gently. Start with the right side first.

8. The number of times to wash:
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In Bukh"# The Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlavas telling the women to wash

his daughter Zaynab and said, OWash her three or five or seven times. Or more if
you need.O

Thesunnahis to start withwashingthree times. If it doesnOt clean everythirthen

wash five or seven or nine timgsn odd numberuntil the body is clean enough.

The sunnahis an odd number of times when washingncrease in the number of
times as long as it is an odd number until the person is clean to the best of your
ability.

9. Wash the last waswith kafur
Bukh"#1253: The Propheglall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lanid the women washing his
daughter: OMake in the last wash, add something fikéftn .O Kafiir is a block that
is made into a powder. It has a good smell and repels insects from iaigathie
body and slows down the decomposition of the body.

The Prophet$llall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)lémid us not to waste water.

This can be substituted with what is available in your community. Some
communities importkafir. Others have somethingjeivalent to it. This is Sunnah

to usekdafiir. If you donOt have it, then you can use some mild perfume. Perfume can
be used on the bodies of dead women.

Some morticians use alternatives, and as long as the ingredients do not have
anything impermissile (i.e. pork products), then it is permissible.

10.To dry the body after washing
Dry the body very wellUse a towel to dry the person.

11.What is the ruling if some dirt came out?
What if after you finish washing, some dirt comes outhodd you repeat he
washing @ do you just wash the area where dirt is? the dirt came out in the
middle of the washing, then you would repeat it. If the dirt came out after the
washing, then just wash the area where it came out.

12.To cut his nails or trim his moustache
The Prophet $allall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasaid five things are from thdi(rah,
including cutting the nails and pulling out the hair of the underarms.

You do not pull out hair, but you can cut the nails or trim the moustache for the
men.

13.The hair: Itshould not be combed, as it might fall or break.
The woman: The Prophegalall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamtdered them to rake three
ponytails to his daughterOs hair, and to put it behind h&FB{ikhari 3/99)
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For the men, leave the hair as is. For themen, pull the hair to the back and make
three pony tails and tie it and leave it at the back.

14.Taking a shower after washing
lbn *ibb! n 751: The Prophetllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamid, OWhoever washes a
dead person should malghusl Whoever caies him, then let him dovu %O This
means carrying him imany part of the process. Thsnnahis for the person who
did the wading to take a shower. In Dagatni 191: lbn OUmar said, OWe used to
wash the dead people so some of us take a shower afid some of us donOt.O It is
optional to take a shower, but if the person who is washing touches the private
parts of the person by mistake, then he would have to make%®6ecause of the
| ad#thof the Prophet allall’hu Oalayhi wa sajlan®Whoevetouches the private
parts needs to makeu %0 Touching means skin to skin.

What about placing the body in the shape%f'h? Is that permissible? There is no
evidence that tells us to put the person in this position, and it is an innovation. Leave
the person in normal position with the hands down.

The Prophet dallall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlaaid, OWhoever stays away from §ynnahhe
is not from me.O Itis a sin to continuously stay away fromSthenakhvithout a reason.

Islamically it is aceptable to use the pill that makes it easy to remove the dirt from
inside the body as long as the pill does not contain anytHiag'm.

» Special Rulings Regarding Washing

1. Washing the embryo
If there was a miscarriage arah embryo comes out, should we stashroud, and
perform janlzahon the embryo or leave it as it isAt depends on the time the
embryo died. InBukh"#3036 OAbdulh ibn Mas&d narrated that the prophet
(Sllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OYou are in your mother aspermfor 40 days and
then 40 days as aDalagnd 40 days asraudaghatand thenAlllh sends theangel
to blow the soul.O After 120 days, the emblyecomes a person. We would
perform the washing and shroud them and pray on them.

The Prophet &llall'hu Oalayhi vgallary mentioned 120 days and no one had
mentioned it before him. One of the top embryologists (Keith Moore) in the world
in Toronto read the ad#tlof the Prophet gallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)late did a study

and found that the embryo is given lifencthe 126 day. When he made the new
edition of his book, he changed the table of contents and used the Islamic stages
because he said that they are more accarat

When it comes t@al't al-janazah, it isbetter to pray it, but it isoptional in this ase.
Remember that you are not just makimyQJor the dead but also the parents and
family.
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Im!m A%nad267: The Prophegllall"hu Oalayhi wa saj@msoibrin"m died when
18 months old and the Propheslall’hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldid not prayjanazah on
him. In another narration, the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid OWe pray on
the miscarriage.(Because the Prophe(lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldid it sometimes
and left it sometimes, it isunnah

Give the embryo a name. On tBay of Judgment, they will be called with their
name. If you donOt know the gender, scholars say to choose a neutral name.

Because the baby was givesaul, you still have to do a@acgiafor the babyif you
have the means For a male, slaughter twcheep and for a female slaughter one
sheep. Feed people from the community from iif in doubt as to the gender, then
slaughter two to be on the safe side.

Wash as much as you can and shroud them.

2. Washing the person who committed suicide

Treatthem like a Muslim and wash them and shroud thefrhe only one who does

not pray $al't akjanazah on the person is the leader of the community because
suicide is a major sin. We do not judge the person and maybe that person had
severe depression. If the leader of the community knows the reasons behind the
suicide, he may choose tagy $l't aljan!zahon the person. There is no evidence

to say that a person who commits suicide is outside of the fold of Islam, but suicide
IS a major sin.

3. Could a woman in her period wash the dead?
Yes, a woman in her period can still wash somedse.e

4. Could a divorced widow wash her husband?
It depends on heiOiddah If she is still in helQiddarthen Islamically she is still
considered his wife.In S%rali\l+al'g, Alllh says, ODo not make them leave their
homes.O Islamically, the woman éjuired after divorce to stay with her husband
in that period unless she did a major sin (izn") or if it is an abusive marriage.
Why? One of the purposes of tRiddafs that it is a time when they can think.
Alllh may open their hearts and they mpacome back together.

After the third divorce, they cannot wash each other.

5. Should we wash a neMuslim dead person?
When Abu,!lib died, Ali came and asked the Prophéiliall'hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
OWhat should | do with your uncle?0 #didll"huOalayhi wa saljasaid, Go and
cover him.O This means that the person is buried, but you do not need to wash or
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shroud or do anything else. Washirapd shroudingis specific to the Muslim
person who died.

Do the noaMuslims wash their own people veim they die? The majority do not.

Rule infigh it is not allowed to postpone mentioning a rule if the time of that rule
came. In other words, if it was required to wash, then the Propfitall"hu Oalayhi
wa sallafmwould have mentioned it at the time of the death of AHib .

In the Battle of Badr when thenushrih died, the Prophet $llall'hu OQalayhi wa
sallanmy asked the companions to take the bodies and put them in a dry well and
cover the well.

6. What if we canOt wash someone?
If someone has a skin disease or parts of their body may be burned and would fall
apart if washed, what do we do? Scholars mentioned that if we cannot give the
person washing owu %@hen we should deeayammum  Hit your hands on a clean
surface or clean sand or soil and wipe your hands on the bdtlyother group of
scholars said to bury the person as is withdayammunbecause the ad#thsaid
wash three or five or seven timesr more, andwu %@ only three times so an
analogy cannot be used.

If you have fears about a contagious disease, you may use gloves or leave it
altogether.

7. If a body was bleeding a little amount, then wash the blood away. If the body is
bleeding an excessive amount, thery tto stop it using cloth because the blood will
clot.

* Rulings on Organ Donation

In the city of Makkah, 45 scholars from different countries anddh"hibheld a closed
conference to discuss this topic because it is one of the most sensitive questions. At the
end, 44 of them agreed on what they proposed: It is permissible to do organ donations,
but certain conditions must be met.

The main evidene: It is the least of the principles figh - the lesser of two harms.
One harm is giving away the organ and the greater harm is that if the person doesnOt
get the organ, then he may die.

A- Permissible reasons for organ donations:
1- To preserve life
2- To protect a biological function

The reason to give an organ must be either to keep someone alive or to protect a vital
function of the body. Someone cannot donate an organ for cosmetic purposes.
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B- Taking permission:
1- The dead person in the will
2- Theinheritors
3- The ruler (if he was unknown)

Permission must be taken either from the person before fesar from the inheritors
or from the leader of theMuslim community if it was not known who the family
members are.

C- Ways of confirming death:
1- BrainDeath
2- Heart Failure

If someone was living on life support and we know that if we remove them from life
support that they may or may not live, what is the rulifigfe scholars mentioned that

we would have two just Muslim doctors (meaning their withesadsepted and they

are known to be practicing), and they give their opinions independently about whether
the person will live or die if taken off of life supportf both agree that the person will

not live after the life support, then we would remove lifee support. If both of the
docbrs saythat there is a chance the person may live, then we should keep the person on
life support. If there is a dispute, then a third doctor is consulibeé. evidence: All'h

said, OAsk the people of knowledge if you do not know.O

D- Ruling on autopsy:
1- To know the reason of death
2- To study the disease
3- To learn medicine (conditions)

The ruling on routine autopsy is that it is not permissible. Thapaytis permissible if it

is suspected that the person may be murdered. The evidence: OBreaking the bones of the
person who is dead is like breaking the bones of the person who is alive.O In your will,
make sure to waive the routine autopsy.

E- Conditions to do educational autopsy:

1- The personOs blood is not protected (who?)
The person should not be from those whose blood is protected: Muslims and
people of the Bookvho are protected by a treatyVe cannot use the bodies from
these categories for resel.
In Saudia Arabia, they obtain bodies from China to perform educational
autopsies.

2- The acceptance of his inheritors

3- To do only what is necessary
If research is being done on a specific limb, then you only use as much as you
need so that you donOt aleuthe body of the persorThe area research is being
done on should be uncovered.
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4- That men perform autopsy on men, and women on women
If it is a person of the opposite gender, then the person should not be left alone in
the room

By default, you do ngbut that you are an organ donor on your license because there is
no guarantee that norMuslim doctors will follow. What you can do is put it in your
will.

Chapter 7 | Shrouding the Dead
* Rules on Shrouding the Dead

The number of recommended shrouds fwomen: 5

Recommended number of shrouds for men: 3

Recommended number of shrouds for a person wtedl inilr'm: 2
Absolute minimum number of shrouds if a person cannot afford 3 or 5: 1

1. To shroud the manin clothe8

In)al # Bukh"#t O'Oista(ra’ yAll"'hu Oamh narrated that the Prophetdllall’hu Qalayhi
wa sallainwas shrouded in threerhite pieces of clotimot including his shirt or turban.
The Prophetgllall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)larmswashedwith his clothes on.

For other people, use three layers of cloth over their body.

It is enough to use . One
TheSunnalis to use the color ) White

In AFTirmidhi: The Prophet$llall’hu Qalayhi wa sa)laaid, OWear from your clothes
white because it is the best. Shroud your dead in it.O

In AF* Ikim: There is a narration that the Prophega{lall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamas
shrouded in white.

The sunnahis to use white for men and women. White is recommended, but you can
use any neutral color. If something has seg it is fine. Make sure that there are no
unlslamic symbolsind no symbols from flags and no text

2. Shrouding avoman in clothesFive
Umm Atiya(ra’ yAll'hu Oampsaid: OWe have shrouded her [Zaynab botammad
in five pieces of clothe®

Regarding women, there are different ways. You can use five the samasvayen
making five layers.Another method:one can be used to cover the upper pand one
to cover the lower part and then three to wrap around. This was kept open in the
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religion and not specific so that it is easy for everyone to do it. The objective is that the
person is completely covered in the end.

We are forbidden from usingxpensive clothing. In AbD!w&d Aliibn Ab" !lib said,

ODo not buy expensive shrouds because | heard the Progatiatl(hu Oalayhi wa sa)lam

say, ODo not buy an expensive shroud because it is taken away quickly.O0O This means
that it rots quickly when you bury the person.

You can use biodegradable cloth.
3. Not wasting time in shrouding
4. lIs it permissible to shroud in a garmentfes.

It is permissible to use a cape. There is a narratioyal#t Bukh"# Sahl ibn Sd®@aida
woman gave the Prophet&lall'hu Oalayhi wallan) a cape as a gift. One of the
companions said, OWhat a beautiful thing you are wearing. Cover me with it, oh
Prophet ofAlllh .0 The Prophe$lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lgave it to him as a gift. The
companions came to him and told him that h&ddhot do something good. The man
said, Ol know that the Prophefa(lall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laimes not reject anyone when

he asks him.l donOt want it for thigduny', but | wanted it to be my shroud when | die
because the Propheglall"hu Oalayhi sallam wore it.O

5. To perfume it with incense three times

In Ibn*ibb!'n 752: The Propheﬁllall"hu/@alayhi wa sa)laaid, OIf you use incense on
the dead person, then do it three timesTdis issunnahfor both men and women.

6. To close the holeof the dead person

Before you shroud the person, placelath on a table folded in a rectangle. Move the
person on top of it and cover the holes of the person from the front and back and use
another piece of clothor string around it and tie itto make sure that the holes are
closed and nothing later comes out.

7. Putting the dead person on the shroud

8. To perfume it all

9. To start wrapping from the right

10. After one cloth is wrapped, you coufulll the towel from above hi€@wrah
11.Repeat with all remaininglothes

12.Twist the end of each cloth from top and bottom, then wrap it with a rope

It is sunnahto start wrapping the body from the right side first. Because the shroud is
longer than the body, take the two ends and twist them and either make a knot or tie
them. If you have more than one layer, close each layer and then take the ends and use
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a rope or string to tie it closedBefore closing completely, you can take out the towel
that is covering theODawrah

» Rulings on Preparing a Dedtl!rim

lbn @bbas narrated, “A man was standing with the Prophet (peace be upon him) in
@raflt, and then he fell off of his camel, so it stepped on him and killed him. So it was
mentioned to the Prophet (peace be upon him), so he said, OWash hinvatéthand

sidr, shroud him in 2 clothes, do not perfume him, and do not cover his head.0O Ab!
Ayyiib added, “He will be resurrected on the Day of Judgment doing talbiyahO In
another narration: OWash him in the 2 clothes that he was wearing, wash him with
water andsidr, shroud him in his 2 clothes, do not make perfume touch him, and do not
cover his head, as he will be resurrected!inim.O 41-J'miB591)

A mu'rim is a person who died while in a stateibfam. The head is kept uncovered
and ke is not perfumed He will be resurrected makintalbiyah

The woman is also buried in the clothes that she was wearifige womanOs face or
head is covered until the last moment before placing her in the grave when no one will
see her anymoreThisis a protection so that no one looks at the woman.

Should we finish the Hajj or th@mrahon behalf of the person who died? uPAbfigh,
there is a rule that if there was a ruling, then it would not be delayed. The Prophet
(fllall"hu Oalayhi walaa) did not tell the people to finish the Hajj d@mrahof the
person. Therefore, werould not finish it on their behal{this is the opinion of the vast
majority), andinsh OAll"they would get the full reward as if they finished. itThe
minority opinion amongst some of th&anafi scholars is that we do finish it on their
behalf.

» Preparing those who Died in Battle

OThe Prophet (peace be upon him) ordered that the irons and skins (armors) on those
who died in U'lud should be taken, and they should beried in their clothes and
bloods.OA[-JImi@639)

If someone dies in a battle, we take whatever weapmmd armorthey had and bury
them in their clothes and blood as isfRemove any items they have on them that may
be valuableor beneficial(i.e. armor, weapons, walki¢alkies). They are not washed
because of another narration where the Prophéhllall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasaid,
OWhen they are resurrected, their blood with be the color of blood, but its smell will be
that of musk.O

What if the peson was inan bal? Hanbalah was in a statejafzbah and the angels
washed him. This was a special case for him.
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When a person dies in a battle, we $astf @ll"h the person is ahak. We cannot say
for sure because maybe the person wastfigghfor money or something else.

Should we prayanazah on the person who died asshakl?

In An-Nas!Qi when the companions died i)! ud, the Prophet Sllall"hu Oalayhi wa
sallam did not prayjan!zahon them. Later after 9 years, the Propt{&llall"hu Oalayhi

wa sallajnpassed by that area and praygéazah on them. Therefore, the scholars said

that it is optional to prayjanazah for the shak#l. [It would be a hardship on the people

in battle to performjan!zahon everyone who died.]

Where is theshakél buried?

In AFTirmidhi, the Prophet gallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OBury the people who are
shah¥l in their place.OThe Prophet &llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)landered that the people
who died inUhud were buried where they diedThis does not mean the same spot but
in the same areaWhen some ofhe companionsdied in AFOAqiq (seven mildéom
Madinah which is traveling distance they took them back to Madinah and buried
them in BaqiO. If a city is nearby, we can take ttiere as long as it is the traveling
distance. lbntAbblssaid that the traveling distance is fouourd (eachburdis 30 miles
or 20.5 km); therefore 84 km is considered a traveling distance.

It is not permissible to move the body more than a travelirigtance because it delays
the burial. Why would we base traveling on a distanostead of time? The wisdom
Islamically is not just by the time. You are a stranger when you move away from you
town, and you may not know where to get the resources.

Ibn * ibb! n 910: Allth (sub "nahu wa taO)lforbade the land from eating the bodies of

the messengers. When it comes to thleak#l, there is no authentic evidencelf
someoneOs body is found later and not decomposed, it may be a karamah for the person
from All'lh. For example, whenpal%a and Zubayr were dug up years after they died,
their bodies were not decomposed.

What about the other types ahakt that we know?

The different types ofhaktl mentioned in AbuD!w&d: The Prophet$llall"'hu Oalayhi

wa sHam) said theshuhad"&re the following: someone who had the plague (or scholars
say any pandemic), a person who dies in a fire, a person who dies from drowning,
someone who has sickness in their stomach, and someone who dies under a building
that collgpsed [scholars now use the analogy of a car accident because the person is
crushed], and the woman whdies in her pregnancy) In another narratiorn al-
Nas!Oi OWhoever was killed defending his money, blood or religion or family or was
killed because fooppression.O All of these people receive the reward ohiad#l, but

when it comes to washing and shrouding, we treat them like a normal person and wash,
shroud, and bury them. What is the evidence for this? OUraarA(I"hu Oanhwas

killed and ded from a stab wound asshak, but they washed, shrouded, and buried
him.
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What if someone died in battle but there are no wounds (i.e. maybe he died from a
disease or heart attack)? There is a dispute over this, but we treat thenshakél.
Some sholars said that if we cannot see blood, then we do not follow! tid#th The
majority said that we treat him like ahaké.

What if someone had wounds in thomattle but died laterbis he treated like shak#l?
The scholars said that if the persoredi shortly after, then he is considerecshah#l. If
a person dies months later from complications, then he is treated like a normal person.

Chapter 8 | ThdanlzaiPrayer

What is the virtue for prayingial't al-janazah?
ONo Muslim dies with 40 @ele standing to his funeral, all are interceding for him,
except that All'h intercedes for them.O (Muslim 2422)

What is the difference in the number of people who pray on a person? If a person was
loved in the community, then more people would want go and pray®l't aljan!zah
on them.

The Prophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OWhoever atten@al't akjanazah will get
one carat. Whoever stays with than!zahuntil he is buried will receive two carats.O
The companions asked, OWhat tire two carats?O The Prophé&al(all"'hu Oalayhi wa
sallam said, Olt is like two huge mountains.O

* Rules on Praying on the Dead

The ruling on prayindgfal't akjan!zahis far kif'yah If no one does it, then everyone is
sinful.

1. The best place tpray on him

The best place to pray on a person is an open space.

In)al # Bukh"#1245: Ab Hurayrah narrated that when ANaj shi died the Prophet
(fllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)jlandered people to go into the open spaaad he lined them
up and ledthem with four takl#"t in $&l't al-jan!zah The scholars say that based on
this, the open space is better, but it is permissible in thasjid What is the wisdom?
When you pray in an open spadége passersby wilknow that there is gan!zahand
would join the prayer. Also, it isdaOwah

What is the evidence for prayingal't akjan!zahin the mas;ji®

In)al # Muslim 973:0'Oisha(ra’ yAll'hu Qamhordered that thejan!zahof Sadibn Abi
Wagqy! - was to be done in thenasjid and the people @amplained to her, and she said,
(How fast do people forgetThe Prophet $llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)latiol not pray on
Suhayl ibn Baydah except in theas;jidO The Prophet $allall’hu Qalayhi wa sa)lali it
occasionally so that we would know that & permissible.
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What about the graveyard? We cannot pray in the graveyard becauskanffdof the
Prophet @allall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lahat the entire earth is amasjidexcept for the
graveyards and the bathroom. This is regarding all typeskdth, but for $al't al
janazah, it is permissible to pray it in the graveyard because there isut®tdr supal.

In Ibn *ibb!n 1698: Anas Ibn Mk narrated that the Prophet $llall"hu Oalayhi wa
sallan) forbade people from prayinfgnazah between the gaveyards.

There is another narration. A slave woman used to cleanrfasjid The Prophet
(®llall"'hu Oalayhi wa sa)ladid not see her for a few days and asked the Prophet
(®llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lainout her. They told him, OOh Prophet &fl'h, she died

and we buried her.O He said, OShouldnOt you have told me?O They didnOt want to
bother the Prophet $llall'hu Oalayhi wa sajlavery time someone died. The Prophet
(®llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasaid, OShow me her grave.0 He went to hefe gaad
prayedjan!zahat her grave.

Before the person is buried, you would not préal't akjanazah in the graveyard. After

the person is buried, if you did not catch ti#al't aljan!zah then you can go to the
graveyard and prayal't aljan!zahon the person. Is there a time limit? The scholars
said up to two months after the personOs death. The Proghialithu Oalayhi wa
sallanmy prayed on the woman one month after she died. An exception would be if there
is a person that no one praygdnizahon at all. For example, no one praygan!zahon

the people who died at%d.

2. The place where them!m would stand

The head is always on the right side. For a manjitiien stands in front of the head of
the person. For a woman, then!m standsat the middle.

What if a family died in an accident so there is tma@n, woman boy, and girl? How do

we line them up? First, the body of the man is put in front of them and then the

boy and then the woman and then the girl. If therere more, then you would put the

men first and then the boys and then the women and then the girls. They are placed in

a way where the heads of the men and boys are atithien and the bodies of the
women are shifted so that their middle is where thea!m is. The middles of the
woman are placed so that their middles are at the menOs heads. The daughters are
placed so that their middles are at the menOs heads.

Who leads théal'h? The one who knows more of tigurO!n We line them up in the
order of how muchQurQt they knew if we know. In the Battle &#%d, sometimes

they were not able to dig many graves, so they would put more than one dead person in
the grave, which is permissible for us if there arenOt enough holes or if there is a high
expense. Theur'Care put on top. Even in the time of death, thar'@re leading the
others.

3. The number of lines



Qabeelat Hosna The Last BreathFigh of Death and Inheritanc{ 60
March 2011 Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeer

Al-Tabarani: the Prophet#llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldrad seven people with him and
lined them up 302 B2. The best number of lines is three, but if tleers lack of space,
make an odd number of lines.

In Bukh"#and Muslim: The Prophegllall'hu Oalayhi wa sajlaaid, ONo one from the
believers would die except that a large number of Muslims would pray on him and
reach three lines except thall'h would forgive that person.O

Thesunnahis three lines. If there are a lot of people, then people should line up in an
odd number of lines.

In a normal&l'h, if there are two people the person stands to the right of them. In
$al't akjanazah, the person stands behind then!m to increase the number of lines.
This is an exception to the rule.

Do we count the total number of lines for the men and sisters? No. It is three lines for
men and three lines for women(Theim!m is not counted as arle)

When there are only two people praying, the second person should stand behind the
im!m because the objective is to increase the number of lines.

4. The number ofTakb!ra

How is$al't akjanazah performed? The minimum number éékbras is four,and this is
what the Prophet $allall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)lalid often. There are narrations that the
Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lanayed with five, seven, and up to nitekdras In
the first, recite S%ral\FF"ti! ahonly. It was not narragéd that the Prophet$allall"hu
Oalayhi wa saljamad anything else afterYou can readiuQatistiftal before reciting
S%ralAlF"til ahbecause it is aunnah but in general keefal't aljanazah short.

Do we raise the hands when prayifig't aljanazah? For the firstakldra, allmadh"hib
said that it isw"jib and a requirement to raise the hands. However, when it comes to
the otherrakaOahthen in the* anafi madhhah they say that it is optional to raise the
hands. Other madh”hibsaid that it is sunnahto raise the hands. Theanafis do not
raise the hands in the second, third, and fourtBh fiOand* anbali saythat it is sunnah

to raise the hands. The best thing is to follow th@m.

After the secondakhra, readthe following from the tastabhud
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This is mentioned iBukh"#3189.

After the third taklira, makeduQfor the dead person and their family members and
the dead amongst the Muslims, and you can include yourstdfthere any specific
du@® There are mangu@snentioned in Fortress of a Muslim that were said by the
Prophet @llall"hu OQalayhi wa sa)lanit is permissible to makdu@dn any language
because this is not an obligatofl'h.

After the fourth takbra, make onesal'mon the right side. In the book of Af* 'kim, it
was mentioned that the Prophetilall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)lanade onetas#naon the
right side, and this is an obligation. The majority of narrations mention caém.
Other narrations mentioned that the Prophe$lall"hu Gayhi wa sallandid sal'm on

the left side. The anafis said that you are required to do both, but others said the
second one is optionaFollow theim!m.

What is the evidence for more than fotakdras?

Bayhagi 6728: OAbdhlibn Abi OAwf memwined that the companions were praying
't akjanazah and he didtakbrasfour times, and then after the fourtitakdra, he
waited for a while so they thought he was going to do a fitkldra, and then he did the
sal'mon the right side. He then &sd, ODid you think that | was going to pray five?0
They said, ONo.O He said, OTheherdgallall’nu Oalayhi wa sa)larsed to pray four
takdrasO The Mikis and SH fiQissaid it is permissible to makeéuQafter the fourth
takldraand before tle sal'm. It is narrated that the Prophetillall'hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
prayed with up to %akhbras In the othertakbiras keep makinglu@ However, many
people do not know about the other opinions, so stick to the four.

Even if there are only far takdras sometimes after the fourttiaklirasthe im!m will
makeduQand then say théaslm. This is also permissible because there are narrations



Qabeelat Hosna The Last BreathFigh of Death and Inheritanc{ 62
March 2011 Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeer

for this also. The M likis and Sh fiQiglo this and use a narration in Aayhagi. The
* anafis aml * anbalis say that it does not mention this specifically in the narration.

5. If he misses takhra, should he make it upr does he finish with them!m?

&ad#tlof the Prophet @allall’hu Qalayhi wa sa)lamBukh"#609: The Prophegllall'hu
Oalyhi wa salldmsaid, OWhen you approackal'h, approach it having sakhah
(tranquility). Whatever you have reached from ti#al'h, then do that, and whatever
you miss, complete ©© This means that if t#al'n started, do not run to catch the
$l'h. The priority is thekhushu6¥ the people. Thisad#ths general about all types of
$al'h; therefore, the scholars said that you would make up for the parts offfie al
Jjanazah that you missed.

If the im!m was praying more than four takbiras andy missed the beginning but
prayed four with him, then you do not need to make apy because you prayed the
minimum.

6. Is it permissible to make up forjan!zah?

In AJamiChe Prophet llall"'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasame to thegrave of a woman
namedUmm SabD He came after one month when she was buried, and he payed
aljan!zahfor her at the graveyard. The grave is in the middle in front of you and face
the giblah If it was a man, then be on the right side and facedibah

If you miss $al't akjanazah and want to make a secorjdmaéh, you can do so if you
know that it will not delay the burial. If it will delay the burial, then wait until after the
burial and then pray theal't aljan!zah

7. lIs it permissible to prayan!zakafter the burial?

Scholars said that you can do this up to two months except if no one prayéeih on
that person, and in that case you can pr@f't aljanazah on them after even years.
The proof is that the Prophet#llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)l@nayed janazah on the people
who died in Wud after 9 years.

When you visit the graveyard and find another grave that is still fresh, then you can
pray $al't aljan!zahon that person to get extra reward. If you donOt know if it was a
man or woman, askyg is better or you can stand anywhere.

)a# Muslim 2229: A slave woman used to cleanmfasjid After a while, she died.

The Prophet $llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasked about her because he didnOt see her for a
while, and the companions told her #t she died. The Prophegaflall'hu Oalayhi wa
sallarm said, OShouldnOt you have told me about it?0 The companions thought that they
didnOt need to bother the Proph&l{all"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lavith the news. He said,
OShow me where her grave isT@ey showed him, and he faced the grave and prayed
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$l't akjanazah and then said, OThese graves are filled with darkness on the people
inside of it, butAlllh lights their grave with my$al'h on them.O

Is this specific to the Prophetillall*hu (A)a,yt,ai wa sallajror general? In the du@we
ask OEand make it light for that personEO e ®tholars said that if anyongrays on
that person, thenAlllh lights that grave for them.

8. Is it permissible to prayJan!zalafter Qsr?

The Prophet &llall'nu Oalayhi wa sa)laotd us not to pray afte@sr; however, this for
sunnah If a%al'h is reasorbased such as thgal'h for the solar eclipse ofal't al
janazah, then we can pray thigish OAll"lafter @r and beforemaghrib However, it may
be better to wait until maghrittime so that more people would be available to pray on
the person.

The Prophet $llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OBetween eaatih"nandiq’mahare two
rakaOal0 O'Oistia(ra’ yAll'hu Oamh narrated that the Prophet$allall’hu Oalayhi wa
sallam would pray a minimum of 4akaOala day: &iy'm, 3witr, 17far , 12sunnah

9. Is it permissible to cut youlal"h if a Jan!zalstarted?

If you are prayingsunnahin the masjidand they announcefl't akjanazah, are ya
allowed to cut it short to join thefal't akjan!zat? It depends. In thé anafimadhhah
they follow the verse in theQurO!n OFinish your deeds.O Therefore, they say that if
you start thesunnah$al'h, you cannot cut it off and must finish it. i€y apply this to all
optional acts such as fasting. In the three othreadh"hib it is permissible to cut off
your $&l'h for a reason.

The Prophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lavould wake up and be fasting, but if there was
food or if someone invitethim, then he would break his fast.

In)a# Muslim and)al # Bukh"# there areal ad#thwith different reasons why the
Prophet llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lant off his$al'h.

If you cut off yoursunnah&l'h, then you can prayal't akjanazah and then after you
finish, go back and finish theunnah

If you are prayingsunnahand thejan!zahstarts, should you cut short yousunnat? If it
is afar $&l'h, do not cut i short for any reason. Forsannahdal'h, it is permissiblefor
the M! likis, SH fiOis an# anbalis. In* anafifigh, their opinion is that the person cannot
cut it off because they follow the verse: Oand finish your deeds.O Thérthes have
more specific had#thwhere the Prophet $llall*hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldras cut off is
sunnahl'h in the middle, and we say that thesa ad#thdid not reachim!m Abu
* anifah.

» Praying on Special Types of People
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1. The child and the embryo

When it comes to the child, there is a narration in Abiw&d Mughirah ibn ShuObah
narrated that the Prophet gallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, e pray on the child and

we pray on the miscarriag® Then someone asked, OWhat is the evidence for the
embryo?0 He said, OAnd also the embryo that came out of miscaMiageould pray

for the parents ér forgiveness and the mercy éilth .0

We pray thganazah on a child and an embryo.

It was not narrated that the Propheg{llall’hu Oalayhi wa sa)larashed an embryo, but
the scholars used analogy, and the strongest opinion is that we wash bgause we
pray on him and we treat him as a complete person as if he was alive.

It is optional to pray on the child. The Prophéhallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldid not pray
on his sonbr!h"m.

2. The person who is not present

The Prophet($allall"hu Gayhi wa sallanprayed on ANaj shi. The scholars mentioned

the ! ad#thof AFNaj shi and said no one else prayed on him because he was hiding his
Islam. If someone dies in a far land, we can only paayzahon them if no one else
prays on them in the own country. Scholars also said that based on thesl#thif
someone is welknown in the community like a leader of a schalgou can prayal't
aljan!zahso that people would know the person and the knowledge he left behind.

Can we prayan!zahon a person whose body is present aadft aFgh'Oilon someone
who is not present? Yes, we can pray @@zahfor both of them.

3. If no one had prayed on the person, after years has gone by, should we pray on
him?

Yes, even if it is years later ifo one prayed®&l't akjan!zahon the person. This
sometimes happens when a Muslim dies in a city where there are not many Muslims.

4. The person who committed a major sin

The general public does pray on the person, bhé tleader does not pray on this
person. In the book din!m A%nad, it is mentioned that a man of the Muslims died in
Khaybah. When this was mentioned to the Proplatléll"hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldme said,

OYou pray on your friend.O The faces of the companions changed. When heisaw th
faces, the Prophet®llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OYour friend has stolen from the
public money of the Muslims.O They said, OWe went and looked in his bag and only
found a few beads that donOt even cost tivbhamsD Because of that, the Prophe
(fllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lagfused to pray on that person.
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5. The person who committed suicide

The general public does pray on the person, but the leader does not pray on this
person.

6. A nonMuslim

Bukh"# OAbdulh ibn @mar narrated that he son ofOAbdulh ibn Ubayy (the head of
the hypocrites) came to the Prophe@g(lall*hu Oalayhi wa sa)laand asked for his
clothes so that he could shroud his father in them, and he askedProphet gllall"hu
Oalayhi wa sal)aim pray on him and askorgiveness for him. The Prophesa(lall*hu
Oalayhi wa sal)agave him the shirt. He asked the Proph@&tligll"hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
for permission to pray on him. The Prophef(all"hu Oalayhi wa sd)layave him
permission. @mar asked, ODidr&lith forbid us from praying on thenun"figh?OThe
Prophet @allall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)laaid that he had the option. The Prophéillall"hu
Oalayhi wa sal)atimen recitedAFTawbatv. 80: OAsk forgiveness for them or donOt ask
forgiveness for them.If you askAlllh for forgiveness for them 70 timegllith will not
forgive them.OThe Prophet fllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasked forgiveness for him more
than 70 times.Then verse84 was sent and made it clear: ODo not pray on any one of
them who des ever. And do not stand above his grave.0 This means not to pray
janizah.

It is not permissible forsomeone to attend thganazah of the nonbeliever. The
exception is the! ad#thof the Prophet $allall*hu Oalayhi wa sa)lavhen @li asked him

and he said, OGo and bury your uncle.0 The scholars say that only in the case of
relatives can the person attend th@n!zahwith the condition that there is nothing

haram and nashirkbeing practiced.

After the funeral, you can still visit the neMuslim relatives.

OThey have disbelievedAdi'h and His Messenger and died istateof fisqO

7. If you find an unknown body

When you find an unknown body and donOt know the religion, look for the signs such as
from the clothes or namesIf someone dies im country where the Muslims are the
majority, then it is assumed that the person is a Muslim.

If it is not clear that they are noiMuslims, then you can wash, shroud, and pray
jan!zahon them. If it later turns out that the person is not a Muslim, tkas no harm

done.

8. Praying on the grave of an unknown Muslim person who died recently



Qabeelat Hosna The Last BreathFigh of Death and Inheritanc{ 66
March 2011 Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeer

In the graveyard, if the graves are in front of you, then you can prayjan&ahfor all
of them. If they are in separate parts of the graveyard, then pray onedaoh.

If you donOt know if it is a man or woman, then you can stand in either position. In
yal # Muslim, when the Prophetfllall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lgassed by a graveyard and
saw a moist / fresh grave, he ordered the companions to line up with himh tuey
prayed$al't aljan!zahon the person even though they did not know who it was.

9. Can we prayanazah on the child of noAMuslims?

If a child with nonMuslim parents dies, are we allowed to pré@i't akjanazah on
them? No. By default, a perss born Muslim; however, when it comes to the rules of
$l't akjanazah, when the Prophet$llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamas asked about the
children of the polytheists, he saidAlh knows what they would have done if they
lived.O From this narratioand others, the scholars said that we treat them like their
parents when it comes to the rules @fnazah. On the Day of Judgmem|ih will
account for them.

10. Prayingjan'zahon a group of dead people
= DuOdor the Dead Person ian!zah

OO Allh forgive him, have mercy on him, protect him, and honor his setting place.
Widen his entrance, wash him with water, ice, and hail. Purify his sins just like you
purify a white cloth from dirt. Replace him a better home, and a better family than his
family, and a better wife than his wife, and make him enter Paradise and protect him
from the punishment of the grave.O (In another narration: hellfire) (Muslim 2184)

If you are prayindgil't aljan!zahon a child or embryo, remember to pray for them and
their parents thatAll'h gives them patience and that they are together on the Day of
Judgment.

After $al't akjanazah, canduQfbe made in a group?Ask yourself, then what is the
purpose offal't akjan!zat? There is no evidence that the companions tthig.

When we makeluQdor a person at the graveyards, do we face the giblah or the grave?
When you prayal't akjan!zah you face the grave. When you are making genduél)

you face the giblah because the Prophgtllall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)landered us to face
the giblah whenever we are makirduQd

Q&A

Sometimes a family member insists on leading @t al-jan!zah but the one who
knows more of theQurO!reads thefal'h.
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By default, each person should be placed in their own graegardless of child or
adult) unless there is a reasoithere is a layer of sand on each person.

If someone died as a Muslim but he was not buried in the Islamic way, what do you do?
If there are elements ddhirkin the graveyard, then pray for hirgal'h a-gh' Oilfas if he

was in another place), so you pray tial't elsewhere. If there is nghirkin the
graveyard, then you can pray ttal't aljanazah in front of the grave.

The Prophetgllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)landered us to hasten with thignazah.

Chapter 9| Following the Funeral
» The virtues of following the funeral

Abu Hurayrah i@ yAll'hu Oanhunarrated that the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
said,OWhoever attendsjan!zahuntil they pray on it, he will get a carat. Anghoever

attends it until it is buried, he will get two carats.O He (peace be upon him) was asked,
OAnd what is a carat?0 He (peace be upon him) replied, OLike two great mountains.O
(Muslim 2232)

= Carrying the body to the grave

The Prophet allall"hu Oalhi wa sallajriold us what happens when we are carrying the
body towards the grave.

Abu Sa®'AFKhudri narrated that the Prophet$llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OIf the
jan!zahwas put and the men carried it on their necks, if it was good, thé would say,

OPush me forward!® If it was other than that, it would say, OWhat a great EQ If the
human being would hear it, he would be extremely shockeBiuRH"#

There is no evidence to take turns carrying the body. Also, if people take turns,
somdimes the body may fall. If one of the people becomes tired and needs to switch
places, then they can ask someone to take their place. Therefore, it can be done only if
it is a necessity.

1. Carry it from four sides
It is sunnahto carry the body from thefour ends. |If it is a heavy body and you need
more people, there is no harm having more people.

2. The position of the head.
There is no narration indicating whether the head should be at the front or the back;
therefore, either way is fine.

3. The place othe riding, and the walking person
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In Abu D!w&d, the Prophet llall*hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasaid, OThe riding person is
behind the jan!zah The person who is walking can walk anywhere.O The person
walking can be on the left, right, front, or back.

4. Thebest place to walk

In Al-Tirmidhi, Anas narrates that the Propheglall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamd Abu Bakr
and OUthrin used to walk in front of thganazah. Therefore, it issunnahto walk in
front of the jan!zah

In the book of Razine, the Prophd%allal'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasaid, OYou are
interceding for the person. Walk in front of it and behind it and on the right and on the
left and close to it.O

5. Where should women walk in thjenazah?

yal # Bukh"#and)al # Muslim: Umm Ayah said, @/e were forbidden from following
the jandazah.O Women can pr&gl't akjan!zah and then they would go home and wait
until the person was buried.

6. The speed of walking . )
The Prophetallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OHasten th@n!zahO Bukh"#

In AbuD!wW&d, in thejandzah of OUthrin ibn Abi atOAs they were walking slowly. Abu
Bakra followed them and said, OWhen we were with the Progdal("hu Oalayhi wa
sallan), we used to be in between walking and jogging.O

The objective is that peoplneed to follow thgan!zahand bury the person and then
get back to their lives.

7. Following thejanazah of non-Muslims
Following thejanazah is something specific for the Muslim person. The exception is the
relatives of the noAMuslim.

When the Pophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamhd Ali to go and bury his father, he did
not follow the janazah and did not order anyone else to follow than!zah When a
person dies on other thataw #d then that is the end of the relationship[al-Nas!Oi
190]

8. Talking duringjan!zah

Is there anyduQr dhikrwhile carrying the body to the grave?

In Abu D'w&d, Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophega{lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lam
said, ODo not follow thjan!zahwith a voice and do not follow thgandzah with a fire.O

In AkJamiGhe Prophet gllall'hu Oalayhi wa sajlamid, Allth loves silence in three
places: when thQurOlnis recited, when the Muslim army is approaching the other
army, and at thgan!zahO
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It is not permissible to makduQr dhikrloudly. You can say it to yourself.

9. Following thejan!zahwith fire )
In Abu D!'w&d, Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophegaflall’hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
said, ODo not follow thenazah with a voice and do not follow thgnazah with a fire.O

10.1f a funeral passes by A .
In )a# Bukh"# the Prophet $allall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OIf you seejan!zah
funeral, then stand up. Whoever follows it, he should not sit down until it is put down.O

The Prophet @llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lastoal up for ajan!zahof a Jewish person.
When he was asked about it, Hal(@ll"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid OlsnOt it a soul?O Later,
at the time of Ali, the companions sawjan!zahof a norMuslim person and stood up

for it. Ali asked them why they sbd up. They said, OWe stood up because we saw the
Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)latand up for it.O Ali said, OHe did stand uplabeit

he did not stand up.O %nad ibn* anbal said that he$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)latood

up at one time andt other times he did not stand up; therefore, it is optional to stand
up for thejan!zah

11.Carrying gjan!zahon a car N
This is permissible. However, donOt make it a par&@#es can follow if they need to
know the way. Park away from the graveyamtlecarry the body.

Chapter 10| The Burial

=  The Time of Burial

OSpged up. It should not be that the body of a Muslim getpédhwith his family. OAF
JImi@643)

In AbuD!w&d When, al%a ibn Bat O became sick, the Prophgtllall"hu Oalayhiaw
sallam came to visit him and said, Ol do not see him except that this is the sickness of
death. Give me permission to handle him and hasten it. It is not permissible for a body
of a Muslim to be trapped with his family.O

We cannot trap the Muslim jasecause family members may be coming from overseas.
The only delaying is if the person died at one time of the day to delay until the next
$al'h so that more people can prajn!zahon him or if he dies at night until the
morning.

There are three time when we do not bury the person, and these times are the same as
when we cannot pray th&al'h. The three times are: aftéal't atfajr until the sun is
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high in the horizon to the height of a spear, the time befdtdr when the sun is at the
zenith, and beforemaghribwvhen the sun is setting (i.e. when the sky starts changing to
orange until it sets).

yal # Muslim: Jbir ibn OAbdulh narrated that the Prophetdallall'hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
one day gave &hubahto people, and it was mentioned tha man had died and was
shrouded in a shrouding that did not cover him enough and was buried in the night
time. The Prophet$&llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laajara(talked to them in a rough way)
that the person should not be buried in the night until pdepprayed on him. At the
end of thekhubah the Prophet $allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OIf one of you buries
his brother, let him shroud him in the best way.O

Is it permissible to bury someone at night? The Propt#atlgll"hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
spoke to them harshly but then told them the reasoli.you know that people will not
pray jan!zahon him and will not wash and shroud him properly, then it should be
delayed. If you know that there will be people to pray on him and he can be washed
andshrouded properly, then it is permissilble.

Those who were buried at night: The Prophé&alal'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lafkbu Bakr,
OuthmanO'Oistig IbnMas€d 1bn Abi Shaybah 6550'Oisha(ra’ yAll"hu Oaiah said,
OWe didnOt know that the Proptalall*hu Oalayhi wa sa)laras buried until we heard
the sound of theshovel in the middle of the night. The Proph&alall"hu Oalayhi wa
sallany died on Monday and was buried on Wednesdaiiere were many issues that
had to be decided such as wagivith his clothes on or off, deciding the nekihakah
etc.

= The Place of Burial

Salm!n AlFarisi (may Allah be pleased with him) saigl, “The land does not elevate
anyone; it is the deeds of the perstirat elevates him.Quwatta’ 1500)

If somene mentions that they want to be buried in a specific place, that is fine, but
what will benefit the person is their deeds and not where they were buried.

A person can be buried in any clean place. People should nbtifed in front of or
near masjid. The Prophet$llall*'hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldorbade buildingmasfid on
graves. Theunnahis bury the person in a Muslim graveyard. Legally, a person must be
buried in a graveyard.

Yal # Bukh"#1274: M&s! (Oalayhi€'n) askedAlllh that he beburied near the Holy
Land.

From this narration, we know that it is permissible for a person to ask to be buried in a
certain place as long as it is within traveling distance.
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Can someone ask to be buried next to a specific persées. Ibn Mas€@d askel to be
buried next to OUthman ibn Marun, who assigned to him as his brother by the Prophet
(Sllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lglin * ibb! n 3208). @mar asked)'Oistiafor permission that

he be buried next to the Prophegglall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laand shegreed to that.

There is no evidence that a person is affected by who they are buried next to. The
Prophet @llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamaid everyone will hear the torture of the grave
except for thejinnandins

It is permissible to burywo bodiesin the same grave out of necessitfhe evidence:

In AbuD!w&d 259, Anasré yAll'hu Oanhuarrates that the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi
wa sallainused to bury two or three people in the same grave, and he would ask who
knew moreQurO!nand this persn would be on top. They would also shroud two or
three people in the same clothA layer of sand is placed between each person when
multiple are placed in the same grave.

Is it permissible if someone was buried in one place to later move them? &%

and Zubayr were moved from their spots because a flood occurred which covered the
graveyard. Some of the companions saala and Zubayr drowning in a dream and
asked to be saved from drowning. Their graves were moved to a place where there was
noflood. In general, it should not be done unless there was an extreme necessity.

» Digging the Grave

1. Lald(Digging on the side)
2. Shag@Digging in the middle)
3. Lahdis better thanShaqq

When Saldbn AbiWaqd - was in his sickness of death, he s&ake théahd for me
and put the bricks on me just like it was done to the Prophgléll"hu Oalayhi wa
sallam.O

In ATirmidhi and A%nad, the Prophetllall*hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamid, OThiehd is for
us andshaqgs for others.O

Always dda!d. When do you dehag@ When the ground is normal, you can ldad,
but if the soil does not hold together, then you cannotldhd because the soil will fall
back, and in this case, you would slwaqq

4. The depth of digging
The depth of the graves enough to protect the person.

5. The ruling on burying a person in a coffin
The scholars in the past said that a person can be buried in a casket for a reason. For
example, if the sand is very fragile, it is a hardship to bury the person as is. fohere
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scholars of our time say that Muslims can bury in the casket because it is required by
law, and soil would be placed in the casket.

In the QurO!n OWe created you from it [the earth], and we return you to it, and from it
we resurrect you.O

In S%talbrih"m: OA Day when the land is replaced with another larith® scholars
say that it is the same land but it will be replaced.

» The Stepby-step

1. Itis recommended to cover the grave of a woman

lbn Sir'nmentioned that OUmar used to cover the grasfethie women.@li (ra’ yAll"hu
Oanhwpassed on some people who were burying a male person, and they covered his
grave with cloths.@li came and took the piece of cloth and dragged it and said, OThis is
done for the women.O

2. In which position should tle body enter the grave?

Start with the head from the far area of the grave where the feet will go.
AbuD!w&d269: A !rith (ra’ yAll"'hu OanhaskeddAbdulh ibn Yazid to pray on him.
After he prayed on him, he made him enter by the feet of the grave

3. Who should place a woman inside?

Her malemd "rim should place a woman inside the grave. If they are not available,
then we try to find righteous people from amongst the community, preferably the
older if they can carry the body.

What if a woman oly has nonMuslim relatives? They can carry her and place her in
the grave. Itis a good form of dawOah.

4. TheduOMihen we place the dead: )
Wismillah, wa billah, wa ‘ala millati Rasulill'h .O 4l-Jami* 8657) A
Another way: Bismillth, waill! h,wa ‘ala sunnatRas!lill"h.O AFJ!mi@659

5. How to place the body inside

The person is placed on the right side with their face facing Makkah. There is no
narration to place the hand underneath the face. Keep the person in the neutral
position. Bricks can be used to support the person to make them faceyibiah

In Al-Bayhagqi (acceptable narration): The Prophéliall"hu (A)alayhi’wa sa)lasaid,
OThe Kaéh is yourgiblahwhen you are alive and when you are dead.O

6. The opening should be wered with blocks

7. Exchanging turns in covering the grave
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Start putting the soil on the person. Can we take turns while doing this? Yes, we can
take turns to get thayjr.

lbn Majah: The Prophegllall"nu Oalayhi wa sa)lémok three handfuls and tk turns
with the companions.Each person can do it three times, and then someone can finish
it.

What do we say when putting the soil inside? There is no evidence to say anything.
= What we do after burying

1. Raise the grave a handOs length in theesbia hump: (Ibn Bbah 2160)
This is done so that people know that this is a grave spot and do not step on the grave.

2. To cover it with small stones

In Abu D!w&d This was done to the grave of the Prophaiigll"hu Oalayhi wa sallajn

and others. Aese stones are small and the same size as those you use when stoning the
jamarat at Hajj.

3. To spread water on the grave (why?)
This makes the grave hold together.

4. To put a small stone in the place of his head

Abu D!w&d 3206: A companion narrated that evrOUthrhn ibn MadhOun died and he
was the first of the muhajirin to die in Madinafihe Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
ordered to bury him and then had a man bring a rock to put on the grave a sa mark.
The man could not bring the rock, and thedphet @llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lmlled

back his sleeves and carried the rock and put it at the end of the grave. He said, Ol make
it as a mark for the grave of my brother. | would bury whoever dredn my family at

the graveyard.O [Note becausenas the first of the muhajirin to die in Madinah, it was

the first time many of the companions witnessed a funeral.]

It should not be huge, but just an average size rock.

5. To makeduQdor the dead person after burying him

AbuD!w&d3221: @thm! n said OWhen the Prophega(lall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lfinished
burying a person, he would stand on the grave and say, OAsk forgiveness for your
brother. AskAll'h to make him strong in these moments [meaning in his words]. He is
being asked right now.00

Ak All'h to forgive the person and keep the person strong. As soon as the person is
buried, the questioning starts. This is another reason why we do not delay the funeral
of the person.

Can a person makduQdut loud and the other people sagrdd® t was not narrated,
but the scholars said that if a person is knowledgeable aboutfitffreof duGand the
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others are not, then this person can be appointed to makéD It is better not to make
this a habit.

What about giving &hubal? There is nopecific narration about giving &hubah
Scholars said that then!m can give the people a reminder, but it should not be a habit
because it may become an innovation.

= What is not permissible to do

Jlbir narrates that the Prophet (peace be upon him)shaade five things forbidden:
OThat the grave is painted in white (or any color), to build on it, to sit on it.O and in
another narration: Oto write on itand to step on it. Qljami‘ 8652)

In )al# Muslim, a companion sai@li said to him, OShouldnOgive you what the
Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laent me with?0 He said OYe®Dsaid, ODo not
have any statue unless the facial features are remov@rhves should not be beautified
in any way or raised from the ground.O

Do not build anthing on top of the grave. What about the grave of the Prophet
(Sllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lanThere is a green dome above the grave. This was not built
on top of the grave until the time of theha#fah AbdulM!lik ibn Marwan, but it should

not be thee. There may bditnahif the dome was now taken down.

The Prophet &llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lémid us not to build amasjidon his grave like
had been done to some of the messengers before him.

OAbdulh ibn @mar saw a fustata shade) on the gravof AbdulR#%nan. He said Ya
ghulam, take it off. It is his deeds that are going to shade hinBak'#}

In )al# Muslim: Jlbir ibn OAbdulh narrated that the Prophet $llall*hu Oalayhi wa
sallany forbade us from the following: painting the @ve in white (or any other color),
do not build anything abwee it, do not sit on the grave.O

OFor one of you to sit on a piece of lit coal that is burning that would burn his clothes
and then his sin is better than to sit on the grave.O

Another narrationin Tirmidhi adds: OEto write on itEQ

Do not put lights.

Can we build a wall around the grave? A wall cannot bk &ound a single grave, but

a wall can be built around a graveyard to keep animals out and so that people do not

walk on top of the taves.

Can we plant something on the grave?
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Bukh"#218: lbn+Abbl!snarrates that the Prophet $llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamas
passing by two graves and said, OThey are being tortured, and they are not being
tortured for something big. One of thensed to walk among people backbiting, and
the other would not cover from his urine.0 The Prophgl&ll"hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
then took a plant and put it on the graves of the two people and said that maybe that
would make their punishment easier.

The gholars mentioned that this is specific for these two people because it was never
done after that. The Prophetillall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)l&mew that they were being
tortured, and we do not know if a person is being tortured.

Can we sell graveyards?spot can be sold. Once it is sold, you cannot take it back.
You cannot live in graveyards.
» Burying certain types of people

1. People of innovations

Where to bury the person (Muslim graveyard or not) depends on whether the
innovation takes a person ¢side of Islam or not.For example, if a person asks a saint
for something you should only askll!lh for or those who believe in a new messenger,
then this person would not be buried in a Muslim graveyard.

We donOt judge the people, but we educate them.

2. A person who did not pray

The majority opinion is that if the person left doinfal'h because he was lazy, then he
is still Muslim. If the person denies the obligation$af'h, then he has contradicted the
Word of Alllh and this would take him out dislam. The Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa
sallan) said, OThe oath between us and thefalif. Whoever leaves it disbelieves.O

The* anbalis say that the person leaves Islam if he does not pray, regardless. They say
that the ! ad#ths general.

3. AnonMuslim

4. Children of nonMuslims )

Bukh"#1318: When the Prophefaflall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlaras asked with how to deal
with the children of the polytheists, he saidADh knows what they would have done.O
If the father is Muslim, then we follow theeligion of the father.

5. A nonMuslim woman who is pregnant from a Muslim man

The scholars, including lbn Taymiyyah, said to bury them in a neutral area that is
neither a Muslim graveyard nor a nekluslim graveyard. If you have to bury them in
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one, then yu would take the religion of the mother and bury them in the nbtuslim
graveyard.

6. The limb that gets cut from a live person
The limb is washed, shrouded, and buried in a Muslim graveyard. There is no need for
$&l't akjanazah.

7. Whoever dies in theea

If you will arrive by that day or the next day or if it is less than traveling distance, then
wait to bury the person on the land. If it is longer, then bury the person at sea. The
person is washed and shrouded, and the body is placed in the ocdencompanions

did this in the Battle of the Sails of the Ship. Umm Haram was the first person to die in
this battle.

The Prophet $allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laad told the companions that one day they will
cross the sea, and she asked hiléli"hu Qayhi wa sallanio makedu@Gdhat she was
among them. They were crossing the sea to go to Cyprus, and she lived long enough to
go on the journey.

8. The animals
Elephants bury each other. They cover each other with leaves. Apes and monkeys bury
each oher.

S%ralAFM"Oidak. 31: OrhenAlllh sent a crow searching in the ground to show him
how to hide the digrace of his brother. He said) Woe to me! Have | failed to be like
this crow and hide the body of my brotherZnd he became of the regretf®

Chapter 11| Visiting the Graves
* Ruling on Visiting the Graves
Visiting the graves isunnah You will receivajr for doing it.

OVisit it (the graves), as it reminds you of the afterliféAEJ(miB666)
The Prophet $allall"hu Oalayhi sallanm was talking about his mother, and at the end of
the ! ad#thhe said this.

The ruling on women visiting the grave:

In the beginning of Islam, both men and women were forbidden from visiting the
graves. Islam was still new, and the Propt#aigll"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lavas afraid they
did not have enough knowledge and may do actions frghliyyah. The Prophet



Qabeelat Hosna The Last BreathFigh of Death and Inheritanc{ 77
March 2011 Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeer

(®llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OMaglllh curse those women who visit the grave.O
[Al-Tirmidhi]

At the end of Islam, the Prophé¢gallall*hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, Ol used to forbid you

from visiting the graves, but now you can visit them because it reminds you of the
"khirahO This statement was general. The scholars differed. Some said that because it
was general, it include both the men and women. Scholars from trenbal madhhab

said that it is only for the men.

There is another narration in Aflkim, authenticated by ARIbini: O'Oisha

(ra yAll'hu Oaiah came back from the graveyard, and they asked her where ahesc
from. She saidDFrom the grave of Abdulf&a! n ibn Abi Bakr.O They said, ODidnOt the
Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lémnbid us from visiting the graves?O She said, OYes,
and then he ordered that we visit them.O Therefore, the strongest opifs that
women can visit the graves.

Even though it is permissible, thiead#thstill holds: frequenting the graves is a major
sin for women.

Im!m Al-Qurtubi said, ONothing is more beneficial to the hearts than visiting the
graves. If a person has ard heart, they can do three things: attend sittings of
knowledge, remember death, and to watch people in their last moments irting".O

OPeace on you the people of the lands, from the believers and the Muslims, and we are
joining you when Alllh wills, We ask Allah for you and us to be pardoned.” (Muslim
2210)

It is permissible to visit the graves of néviuslims. The Prophetllall'hu Oalayhi wa
sallam) went to the grave of his mother and cried. He said, Ol askédfor permission

to ask forgveness for her, and he did not give me permission.O In another narration,
he said, OMy eyes teared because of the mercy | felt in my heart for her from Hellfire.O

Can we travel with the inention to visit the grave? No. If you are in the area, then you
can visit. You can makduGFrom anywhere. The Prophegllall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)lam
said, OTravel should not be done except for three pladéasjid akar'm, my masjid

and Masjida-Aga.O The scholars explained thisd#ttand said that you camot travel

to a place for a religiouszasonexcept for these three masajidlhe reward for praying

in Masjid akar"mis 100,000, and Masjid aNabawis 1,000, antMasjical-Adkis 500.

Yal # Muslim 2980: The Prophesa(lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, ODo not go to the
homes of those who have oppressed themselves except that you are crying that what
happened to them may happen to you.O In other words, when going to these places,
you should have a heart of reflection.

Taking off your sandalsA slave looked at the Muslim graveyard and said, Oquore these
people was a lot of evil.O He passed by a polytheist graveyard and said, OBefore them
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was a lot of good.O He means that for the polytheist, this life was good compared to
what is waiting for him. He was in the graveyard wearing sandals. The Prophet
(fllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OOh you who are wearing two slippers, take them off!O
It is recommended to take off the shoes. Other scholars say that it is required. There
are other narrdions that people were walking in the graveyard but avoiding stepping

on the graves. If you keep them on, make sure you do not step on any grave. Try to
clean them.

)a # Muslim: Abu Hurayrah narratethat the Prophet llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laatl,
OFor one of you teit on a piece of lit coal that is burning that would burn his clothes
and then his sin is better than to sit on the grave.O

It is not permissible to pray in the graveyardt is not permissible to pray towards the
grave. )a # Mudim: The ProphetSallall’hu Oalayhi wa sajlaaid, ODo not sit on the
graves and do not pray towards them.O

If the graves are nearby each other, then you can perform $&d al-jan!zahfor both
of them. If they are far apart, then pray twial't al-jan!zah

* Innovations when Visiting the Graves
OThe whole earth israasjidexcept for graveyards and toilets.” (Al-Tirmidh! 317)

- Spreading rosewater in the graveyard

- Some people put food and water at the graves

- Reciting specific%rabof the Qurdn (i.e.S%raAkLF"til ah S%rala $)

- Makingadh"nandig"mah

- Some people slaughter animals at the graveyaftbuD!w&d: Inj"hiliyyah, they
used to slaughter cows, camels, and sheep in the gravegadicalled ital
Oatph The Prophet $llall"hu &ayhi wa sallgntame and said, OWe donOt do
Oagn Islam.O At the time gtiliyyah, they believed that they would find the
animal after being resurrected.

- Some people ask others to ssgf mto the person.

- When someone righteous dies, they try tarlp the person in the middle of the
city and say that it would brindparakaho the city, but this is an innovation and
there is no evidence for this.

Chapter 12| Condoling Others

= The Reward ofaOziyah

Definition oftaOziyahhelping others to geve or to send your condolences
Al-Tirmidhi: Ibn Mas&d narrated that the Prophet $llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid,

OWhoever condoles a person who was affected, he will receive the same reward just like
the person who was affected.O When the pemdtected has patience, thefll'h will
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reward the person for the patience. If you condole the person, tinst' @ll"h you will
receive the same reward.

ONone of the believers would help his brother grieve except that Alllh would cover him
with clothing of honor on the Day of Judgment.” (Ibn M3jah 1601)

Is there anything specific to say when condoling a person?

The Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)larould say,

OAllI'h owns what He has taken and owns what He gives, and everything He has is with
a fixed timing. Order her to have patience and to look for Allah’s reward.” (Al-Bukhart
3/120)

What if someone had committed a major sin and died or committed suicide? Do we
visit their family to condole them? Yes, your objective is to help the familpemut of
the hard time.

= Customs and Habits that are not from the Religion

Jarir b. @bdulllh said, OWe used to count the gathering at the family of the dead person
and making food after the burial fromiy!"ah.O (Ibn M!jah 1308)

If you have guestshat come to condole you and food to serve to them, there is no
problem. Try to avoid making it an event.

- Khatm@urO'nThere is no evidence for this.

- Inviting people for dinner and making iike a ceremony or event. Trennah
is that we cook fothe family of the deceased®ad#tlin AbuD!w&d When the
condoling for Jd&r came make food for the family of Ja® That which would
make them busy came to them.

- Hiring a professionatariO

- Coming together on intervals {3day, one week, 40 dsyone year)

- To advertise about the person. (It is permissible to lebgle know aboutial't
akjanazah.) If the person was a scholar, then you can mention the person
because you are telling people about the knowledge he left behind. For normal
people we donOt.

Chapter 13| Grieving
» Ruling on Mourning

Al-Nas!Oi Abu Hurayrah said one of the family members of the PropRaita(l"hu
Oalayhi wa sal)atied, so the women gathered and started to c@mar forbade them

for doing so. The Propheg(lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OLeave them. The eyes are
tearing, the hearts are affected, and the time [of death] is coming soon.O0 Why was
@mar forbidding them from this? There is the normal crying that a person feels. If
someone excessively es more than normal intentionally is what we are forbidden
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from doing. It is like the person is exaggerating their sadness or showing off their
sadness.

The Prophet &llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamed for the death of his sotbrlh"m. OThe
Prophet @lall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)ldmeld him and kissed him and hugged him. We
entered on him, andbrlh"'mOs soul was leaving his body. The Proph&tid"bu

Oalayhi wa sal)agyes were tearing. Abdrén! n ibn @wf said, OYou toRasululh?0

He @allal'hu Oalayhi wa sallasaid, ¥aibn @wf, this is a mercy. The eyes tear, the
hearts feel the sadness, and we only say what pleases our Lord.00 Saying anything that
would imply that you are against the Will &fll'h is not permissible.

Is there a tine limit for feeling sad? No)al # Bukh"# Anas ibn Mik mentioned that

for one full month the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lfeit sad after the incident of

the well. The Prophet$llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laent some companions tbe region

of Najd to givedaw&h The companion was stabbd in the stomach and shouted, Ol won
in the Name of the Lord of the Ke®.O Many of the companions weikek, and many

of the werequr'© When the news of this reached the Prophgillall"hu Oalayhia
sallany, for a full month he was sad.

Feeling sad is not something that can be controlled. If it extends to several months,
then it may be longerm depression, and the person should try to seek professional
help.

OAIl'h does not torture the teéamg eye, or the sad heart, but He would torture with this
[pointing at his torgue] or grant mercy.(QAEjami‘ 8573)

“There is no catastrophe that afflicts a Muslim, and he says what Allah has ordered him:
‘We belong to Allah and to Him we are returning. O Allah help me in my affliction and
compensate me (something) better’ except that Allah would compensate him with
better than it.O (Muslim 3/37)

= lid'd
These are certain things that a woman should practice.

Niyahah Ibn Arrabi, the Mliki scholar, said thatniyahahs that at the time of"hiliyyah,
the women would stand facing each other and take sand and put the sand on their
heads and faces and hit their faces. This is an excessive form of sadness.

Bukh"# It is not permissible to slap éhcheeks and cut the clothes and make the
calling ofj"hiliyyah

yal # Muslim: Abu Burdahrg yAll"hu Oanhiithe son of AbuM&s! Al-Ashari) said that
AbuMa&s! felt a pain, and he fainted. His head was in the lap of one of the women from
his family. Sk started to scream, but he was not able to reply back. When he came to,
he said, Ol have nothing to do with those the PropBaita]l"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid he
has nothing to do with them. The Prophefafall’hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid he has
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nothing to do with a woman who screams very loudly when an affliction happens, the
woman who shaves when she feels sadness, and the one who cuts her clothes.O

Regardingniyahah there are several narrations that it is not justian but more than

that. Abu 8@ AFKhudri narrated that the Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laorsed

the one who practicesiyahahand the one who is listening to her. If you are present
when someone does this, then you have two options: advise her that this is wrong or
leave

In some countries, they hire women to cry loudly and provoke others to cry loudly.

When@mar ¢a yAll"hu Oanhwas with AbdulREn! n ibn @wf and saw a woman was
hired to do this, he toldAbdulR&#n! n to beat her because she is ordering people to go
against the Will ofAll'h and to not have patience, and she is getting her tears out with
the gold coins.

)al # Muslim: If a woman does not repent for this before her death, then on the Day of
Judgment she will be wearing pants made of liquid fire.

Umm Séama said, OWhen Abu Salama died, | will cry on him in a way that people will
speak about. As | was getting ready to cry on him, the Propteta("hu Oalayhi wa
sallam saw the woman coming from the countryside to do this with me, and he said to
her, ©o you want to make the Shaytan enter the home tAdith made him leave?00
Niyahalmakes the Shaytan enter the home.

It is common to wear black clothes. There is no basis for this in the religion.

Hidad are special types of things that a womamust do when a relative dies.
Bukh"#1281: Zaynab bint Aalama said, Ol entered on Urhaidba and heard the
Prophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laay,@ is not permissible for a woman who believes

in All'h and the final day to practicéid"d for more than three nights on a dead person,
except for her husband, four months and ten d&yAl-Bukh!r" 1281)

- In this period, he women would not leave her home except in the morning for a
need or at night for an extreme need. If the woman does natehimod, then
she would go out and get food.

- Do not put perfume.)a # Bukh"#1281: Zaynab bint Abi Salama passed by
Zaynab bintJ&shwhen her brother died, and she put some perfume. She said,
Ol do not have any need in the perfume except that Irthethe Prophet
(fllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laayEO She had put the perfume after the three days
because she did not want to do more than what the PropBaita]l"hu Oalayhi wa
sallam said.

- Do not beautify yourself in that period. Umm Salama said thanan came to
the Prophet llall’'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laand said, OO Prophet Aflth, my
daughter®s husband died and she is complaining about her eyes. Can she wear
eyeliner?O He said, ONo, no, no. It is four months and ten days.O
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- She can invite gués.

What are some things that women think are frdid"d but are not?
- Shower every Friday.
There are no restrictions on showering, and she can shower any time.

If a woman was itid"d for other than the husband and he asks her to beautify herself
for him, would she beautify herself?

Umm Sulaym and her husband Abal%a Al-An-!ri had a child who died. She knew
that he loved his son very much and wanted to make it easier for him. She put her son
in his bed and beautified herself for her husband/hen he came, he asked about his
son, and she told him that he is silent, and he thought she meant that he was sleeping.
After the night, she asked Abual%a, OWhat if someone gave us am'nal? What
would we do with this?0 He said, OWe would retutm the person.0 She said, OAnd
what if Alllh gave us this trust?0 He said, OThen there is even more reason to return
it.O She saidAh has taken our child.O He went to the Proptatléll'hu Oalayhi wa
sallamy and complained, and he(lall"huOalayhi wa saljasaid, OMaylllh bless the
night that you had together.O The scholars said that it is permissible to breaidtie

for her husband. After that, they had many children.

» Deeds that would reach the deceased person

OAnNd that there isiot for a human being except that which he performedfDNajm
53:39)
General rule: Only what the person himself did will benefit him.

There are a few exceptions to this general rule.

yal# Muslim 1631: OIf the son'dam dies, all of his deeds areitcexcept for three:
continuous charity, knowledge that others will benefit from, and a righteous child who
would makeduGor that person.O

Can we give charity on behalf of a dead persdB@kh"#2605: OAbdulh ibn +Abb!s
narrated that Salhibn Ob! dahOs mother died when he was out of town. He asked the
Prophet @allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)la@My mother died and | was out of town. Would it
benefit her if | gave charity on her behalf?0 Hlgll"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OYes.O
Sa@said, Ofen | make you my witness that the land between the two walls are on her
behalf.O

If a person left knowledge behind, try to spread that knowledge and help him.
Sometimes people leave books behind, and you can give them to someone who will
benefit.

Making duQwill benefit the dead person as well. Paying a debt on behalf of a person
will benefit them. If a person missed some days from Ramadan or prorAifédto

fast for some days, then these can be made up on their beBakh"# OWhoever dies
and has some days remaining, one of his family members can fast on his behalf.O0
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Bukh"#1754: A woman came to the Prophéillal'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lazaid, OMy
mother made an oath to make Hajj and didnOt do it. Can | do Hajj on her behalf?0 He
(fllall"'hu Oalayhi wa sajlamid, OMake Hajj on her behalf. If your mother had a debt,
would you pay it on her behalf?0 She said, OYes.@llalEhu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid,

OThe debt ta\llth has more right to be paid.O

= Helping yourself and others tgrieve

@bdullah b. Mas’iid narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “Whoever
helps an afflicted person grieve, he would get his same rewafdInji@682)

In the beginning, the person grieving is in a state of shock. The next stalgeing
overwhelmed by feelings of sadnesSometimes the person does not have an appetite.
Try to place a plate of fruit or food in front of them and they may unconsciously reach
for the food. Some people cannot sleep. Sayatfer of the evening.DanOt force the
person to come out of sadness and grieving. If it is forced, then it will haunt the
person. DonOt try to blame yourself or anyone.

Top 10 ClichZs Used by People:
1) Ol know how you feelO
2) OYou have dealt with harder thingsO
3) OTime heals allaundsO
4) ODonOt feel bad about itO
5) OItOs time for you to move onO
6) Olt must be for something betterO
7) OThey have lived a full lifel@stead, ay: Alllh chose this in His Wisdom
8) OBe grateful you had them for that long®
9) Olt could have been worseO
10)OCheer up! tAeast you are still aliveO

Chapter 14| Introduction to the Science of Inheritance
The ruling on learning inheritance is that it i&r kif"yah
= Definition
It is a science by which we know three things:
1. Who inherits
2. Who does not inherit

3. The amounthat each heir will receive

The objective of the science of inheritance is to deliver the estate to those who deserve
it. The estate includes money, the home, the car, and the belongings of the person.
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How would we deal with the estate? Not all ohas to be sold and turned into money,

but we must know the approximate value of each item. For example, a person may
have a car when he dies, and it must be distributed among the estate. If the person
deserves $40,000 and the car is worth $15,000,ttreedifference of $25,000 is given in
addition to the car. [Note: if the person was alive, then he can give the car to
whomever he wants].

How do we estimate the price of anything? Two independent estimators give the
prices. For example, two car dees would price a car. If they give different prices that
are close to each other, then the average of both numbers is taken. If the numbers are
far apart, then a third independent person is brought in to give another estimate
because one of the firsiio estimates must be incorrect.

* The Importance of Learning about Inheritance

This is knowledge that came froill'h (sub "nahu wa tad)laWhen looking at the acts
of worship such agal'h, the details of it are in theSunnahbut not in the QurO!n
Similarly with zak"h. All of the cases of inheritance were mentioned in tarO!rin
three verses. They are found 8%raAkNis"®. 11, 12, and 176. It is a Mercy fratith
that it is mentioned in theQurO!rbecause no one can dispute it. If it wasidd in

I ad#ththen some people may claim it was a weak#th

AbuuHurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace be

upon him) said, OLearn the Science of Inheritance because it is from your religion, it is
half of knowledge and it is the first knowledge that would be removed from my
nation.O (Al"kim)

A time will come when two men will dispute about inheritance and there will be no one
with the knowledge to judge between them.

Ibn Abi Shaybah 31035: the Propr&lél"hu Oalayhi wa saljasaid, OThe person who
recites theQurO!mand does not understand the science of inheritance is just like two
hands without a head.O The scholars commented orl dlothand said that it is not
just specific to the science of inhigance but is referring to a time when people recite
the QurO!rbut do not understand it.

= The Wisdom Behind Islamic Laws of Inheritance

When Islam came, it brought the laws of inheritance. During the timgholiyyah it
was very random and the femaeand weak would not inherit. At that time, even the
personOs wife was distributed as part of inheritance as if she was an object.

1. Family ties.
When you know that you are going to inherit from someone, you have a strong
relationship with that person andire grateful to them after they die.
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2. Protection of wealth.

If the person knows that the money will go to their own family, then they will not
spend it unnecessarily but will try to protect and save lt.the money was not to go
to anyone else, then thperson would spend the money here and there at the end
of his life.

Economic diversity.
In Japan, some banks have an Islamic model because the profitability was proven to
be higher than interestbased systems.

One of the objectives of Islamic lawtlsat the money goes from the rich to the
poor. If a rich person dies, then the money is spread among family members.
Poorer family members may receive money and will be able to use the money to
start businesses. Crimes will be less when the gap betternch and poor is less.

The benefit to the offspring.
Most of the money goes to the offspring, and the younger ones receive more money
than the older ones.

Common Misconceptions about the Islamic Laws of Inheritance

OFor the male is (a share) equathe shareof two females.G\ENisa’ 4:11)

If someone raises this misconception, how would you reply to it?

- Even though the male receives twice the money, the male is responsible to take
care of the femalenembers of his family The woman in Islanmsinever required
to take care of herself. If she chooses to work, then that is her right (with the
permission of her husband), but it is optional for her.

- If the man has parents and they are incapable of spending on themselves, then
they are responsibledir them.

- The father is responsible for the marriage of his male childremithin
reasonable limits.The Prophet &llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lémd a man that he is
required to spend money for his son to get married.

- When a man gets married, he needs &ypnahar.

- The man must provide for the home.

- Men usually contribute more to the economy in general. There are also women
who are involved in businesskhad"jah(ra' yAll'hu Oamah was an example of a
successful businesswoman.

- Before Islam, the womeneceived nothing from inheritance.Until the 1900s,
even in Western countries women did not receive anything from inheritance.
Islam gave women the right to inherit.

Chapter 15| The Fundamentals of the Science of Inheritance

Remember thatllth (sub! "nahu wa taO)lhas promised everyongzg Another"yah:
OAnd whoever feamslllh , He will make for him an exit and will give hinizgfrom EO
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Islamic laws of inheritance benefit the vast majority of peoplallth (suld "nahu wa
taO"lpis AFOAd[The Just). There are few differences of opinion regarding inheritance
because it is based on thr&ghsin the QurO!n

= The Pillars of Inheritance

1. The Deceased: All relatives referenced to him.
Everything must be referenced to him or her. For examgien we say Othe sisterO,
it means Othe sister of the deceased.O Some people in the middle make the mistake of
switching the point of reference. A man may have a son and daughter, and they may
refer to the daughter as the sister and get lost, but shidsbhe referred to as the
daughter because that is her relationship with the deceased.

2. The Heir: The ones who deserve to inherit.

3. The Estate: Whatever the deceased left behind.
This includes money, real estate, the salary that may be received aftéin.dea

Life insurance is a form of gambling and not permissible.
»= The Conditions of Inheritance
Without any of these conditions, there is no inheritance:

1. Certainty of Death: Either a real death or being lost eternally.
If the person is on life supporhheritance is not distributed. If the person traveled to
another country and contact is lost with him, inheritance is not distributed because
there is no certainty of death.

2. Certainty of the life of all heirs.
When the person dies, all of the peopleo are heirs must have been alive at that
time. If one of them died a few minutes before the deceased being referenced, then
they do not inherit. They must live until after the person died, even if it is just 5
minutes after. For example, there mayabear accident and the woman may die and
the man dies a few minutes after her. The estate of the woman is distributed first, and
then once the money has been given to the man, then the manQOs estate is distributed.

3. Certainty of the relationship: Betwe#re deceased and the heirs.
If after the person dies a woman says that the man had married her secretly but
cannot prove it and has no witnesses and no marriage contract, then she cannot
inherit because there is no certainty of relationship. If a mansdand a few days
later someone shows up and says he is the child, then he does not inherit. A bastard
child inherits from the mother because the relationship is certain, but he does not
inherit from the father because it was illegitimate.
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It is permisdble to sponsor a child and take care of them and provide for them, but
you cannot change the name of the child.

If there is a child who has breastfed from a woman, then can he inherit from her?
The child would not inherit.

= The Causes of Inheritance

1. Marriage

A person inherits from the spouse. A woman in I@iddawould inherit from her
husband, and he would still inherit from her. The evidence: In Bbu&d, IbnMas&d
narrated that a womanOs husband died while she was irfOidtahand the Propht
(fllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)larid that she would inherit.

What if the husband divorced her only to deprive her from inheritance?

Normally if the woman@iddais over, she would not inherit, but if the man did it with
this intention, then the schtars saidshe would inherit. InAFJamiQal% narrated that
OUthrin ibn OAffa granted a woman inheritance fro@bdulR&m! n ibn OAwf when he
divorced her in his sickness@bdulR&n! n was one of the ten promised Paradise, and
he was extremely rich. Fdhe last year of his life, he was very sick. His wife already
had a lot of money, and he divorced her so that the children would receive more
money. After his death, when the case was brought to Uthman, he gave his wife the
share of inheritance becaustAll'lh gave a share to anyone, then no one is allowed to
override it. Someone may say th@Uthrhn did this, but the Prophet$llall"'hu Oalayhi
wa sallainsaid, OFollow nunnahandthe sunnatof the fourkhulaf Gikrashtion.O

2. Family relation$ip: It is divided into three types

- Parents(ascendants).
This means the mother, father, grandmother, grandfather, great grandfather, great
grandmother and anyone who is alive as long as they are not blocked, which is
indicated in the chart.

- Offspring

The personOs children, childrenOs children, childrenOs childrenOs children, and so on

as long as they are not blocked.

- Slave loyalty
If a person frees a slawnd that slave later dies, the person is rewarded for freeing
that slave by having a share of theheritance.
lbn *ibbln: the Prophet $llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lasaid, OSlave loyalty is a a
connection like family.0 The scholars said that just like the mother releases the
child from being an embryo to a human in this world, the person who freds\es
has released a person as well.
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The slave does not inherit from the person who freed him. If this was so, then it
would stop people from freeing slaves, which is against the wisdom of Islamic law.

The Impediments of Inheritance

Murder

Bayhaqi: (e murderer gets nothing from the inheritors.O This is a Mercy from
All'h .

The scholars said that even if the murder happens accidentally, the murderer would
still not inherit. If the person would inherit from someone whom he Kkilled
accidentally, how many accidental murders would happen? It would open up the
door for a lot of corruption.

Slavery

If the person is a slave, he does not inherit. The slave is owned by his master, so if
someonedies, then his mastewould inherit. The master is supposed tpve the
slave the same food and clothing.

Difference of Religion

Bukh"#tand Muslim: The Prophetillall'nu Oalayhi wa sa)lamaid, OThe Muslim
does not inherit from the noAMuslim and the noAMuslim does not inherit from

the Muslim.O

What is the wédom? Why wouldnOt a Muslim inherit from a +Muaslim? If
someone has a nekluslim relative who is still alive and knows that he will inherit
from him, then he will try to makedawgh about Islam so that once they become
Muslims then they would inheritfom them. All'h knows best.

What about the case of the Muslim man and his #uaslim wife (Christian or Jew)?
According to the majority of scholars, she would not inherit; however, a person has
1/3™ of his estate that he can give away, and this™Ltn be given to anyone,
Muslim or nonMuslim. If a person has a ndviuslim relative, they can give them
from the 1/3° of the estate as a bequestadyyal).

The norrMuslim wife would not inherit more than if she was MuslirShe receives
the lesser ofhe two amounts.If the husband has children, then the woman would
have 1/8". If they donOt have children, she would getn.a bequest, a person can
give money to anyone except for those who are already inheriting.

N&o(Oalayhi€all'n) said abouhis son, OHe is from my family&lh said, OHe is
not from your family.O The relationship is basedtan! #dof All'h (sub "nahu wa
taO"la If the person does not hatew #d we still treat them nicely in theduny"
and take care of them, but aftehey die, there is nothing we can do. The Prophet
(®llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lavas askingAlllh for permission to ask forgiveness for
his mother andAll'h did not give him permission. He said, Ol asked Him permission
to visit her grave, and He gave mermission. Visit the graves because it reminds
you of the afterlife.OS%rallTawbatv. 80/81 OAsk forgiveness for them or donOt
ask forgiveness for them. If you ask forgiveness for them 70 tidi$, will not
forgive them.O TheAlllh sent v. 84:0Do not pray on any one of them who died
and do not stand above his grave. They have disbelievadi!m and died orfisqO
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What if someone is a convert with all névuslim relatives? There is consensus
that Muslims and norMuslims do not inheritfrom each other, but there are special
cases. If she has no other means to support herself, she would present the case to
the Muslim judge, and she can take as much as she needs to live but has to give the
rest away. This is a special case.

If someonehas a norAMuslim relative and wants to inherit from him, ask him to
give you the money while still alive.

What if someone accepts Islam after the person dies? The majority said no, but
Im!Im A%nad said that we would give to him because it is a wayntmarage him.
Even if money is not given to the person from the inheritance, money can be given
to him from thezak"h.

Chapter 16| The Will

Olt is the duty of a Muslim who has something to be given as a bequest not to spend two
nights except that hiswill is written with him.O Al-Bukh!r"2738)

What is the ruling on writing the will?

Anyone who has any type of money should not spend two nights except that their will
is written. Someone may say, Ol donOt have that much money, so | donOt miged to w
my wil.O Remember that you are a Muslim in a-iumslim country, and if you do not
write your will, so many things may happerYou cannot guarantee how your funeral
arrangements will be done. If you know that there is anything wrong that your fami
members may do, then you would write this in the will.

= What happens if you donOt write a will?

1. Distribution of the estat&
Your inheritance will not be distributed Islamically.

2. If you have no heirsg
The state will take the inheritance.

3. If you havea mortgageE
They will not only inherit the home but the debt also. The home Hovened by the
husband and wife will go to one of them while Islamically the inheritance must be
distributed according to the verses in th@urO!n The transfer of the debinay be a
hardship on the family. The biggest problem is that the person who died would
have to answer for the interest they were involved in on the Day of Judgment.

4. What happens to your childrenE
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The children may go to an orphanage or foster home.

5. If your marriage was not registeredE
If people were married Islamically but the marriage was not registered, then it
becomes more complicated because the spouse would not inherit even if it was
proven that there were witnesses to the marriage because it wasewstered.

6. If you were married by law but divorced IslamicallyE
As a result of this, a person may inherit who is not supposed to inherit.

7. If divorce papers were not finalizedE
Sometimes it may take up to a year for divorce papers to be finalizediug until
the time the papers are finalized, they will inherit each other while they are not
supposed to Islamically.

8. If a man was married to a neMuslim wifeE
The person needs to name a bequest so that the-Moslim wife would receive
some money.

9. If a man marries more than one wifeE
Only the wife who is registered would inherit.

10. Routine postmortemE
Islamically this is not allowed unless necessary. It must be waived in the will.

11.Taxes on your estateE
If you donOt write a will, then 35% or ever6bo in some states may go to the state
as taxes. If you write your will, there are legal ways to decrease the tax amount.

» Recommended Acts in Will Writing

When thinking about the will, donOt just think about money, the home, and the estate.
Your family will receive this, and it is one way to give them advice for probably the last
time. Your words in the will have a heavy effect on the family.

Did the Prophet$llall"hu Qalayhi wa sajliwmself write a will? InAFJami@255, al%a

narrated, Olasked Ibn Abi Awfa, ODid the Proplgatigll"hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldeave

behind a will?0 He said, ONo.O Then | asked, OHow did he order people to write a will but
he did not write one?® He said, OHe has left the Bab ads his wil.OO The will o

the Prophet gallall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lastihe Book oAlllh (sub "nahu wa taOjla

1. To advise about the Book Afl'h

OAbdulh ibn @mr ibn AFO- used to recite theQurO!ronce every night. His wife was
complaining that he was not giving her engh time. The Prophetllall"hu Oalayhi wa
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sallan told him to read it once every thirty days. He said that he could do more than
that. Then the Prophetfallall'hu Qalayhi wa sa)laaid to read it once every 7 days. He
said that he could do morthan that. The Prophet$llall'hu Qalayhi wa sa)lsaid to

read it once every three days. The scholars said that if a person did not recite the
QurQlrfor 30 days, then the person has a sin on hiBterat-Qamar OWe made the
QurQlreasyEdonOt thethink about the meaning of th&urO!R Or are there locks on
their hearts?O The scholars wanted to look at the minimum period in which a person
should read theQurO!nso they looked at thisad#th

Advise your family to recite th@QurO!n
2. To advise abut funeral issues

This will keep you clear in front oAllth in case your family does any innovations. Abu
Hurayrah ¢a yAll"hu Oanhin the book ofim!m A%nad told his family, OIf | die, then
do not build on my grave, and do not follow me with fireydatake me quickly to my
Lord.O

@li (ra' yAll'hu Oanhwasked At asan, OWhen | die, do not get an expensive shroud.
Carry me with a speed that is between two walksot so fast and not so slow. If it was
something good, you would be taking me to dickly, and if it was evil, then you got

rid of me from your shoulders.O He is so humble even though he is one of the ten
promised Paradise.

You can add an attachment to your willht{p://tinyurl.com/islamiewill ]
3. To advise your family to feakll'lh and depend oilI'h

A30 ibn Abi RaBbfrom the tabiOin said in his will, OMy son, f&#ith and know that
you will not fear Alllh and acquire knowledge until you worshipll'h alone and
believe in his predestination. Know that what has happened togidunot mistake you
and what has not happened to you did not mistake you. If you differ from this, then
you will go to the Hellfire.O

Sahl AiBari said, OIf you sell your worldly life for your afterlife, then you have won
both by the Name oAll'lh. Donot sell your worldly life for your afterlife, or you will
lose both.O

OUmar ib@bdukOAziz said, OThis is not my money for me to write for them. This is the
money of the Muslims. If my son is righteous, thelith will take care of that person.

If he is other than that, therAllth will take care of him in the appropriate way.O He
had dependence oAll'h (sub "nahu wa taO)la

4. To return all rights to its owners

5. Not to delay or limit your charity or good deeds to the will
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The person who leaves chiy until the end of his life is just like the person who
invited someone for dinner and ate until he was full and then asked his guest to eat.

» Giving a BequesiWdyyah

A bequest is an amount that can be named to any person other than someone who is
aready inheriting. The Prophetdllall’hu Oalayhi wa sajlaaid OThere is no bequest
for a person who is inheriting.O

Sometimes people put conditions on the bequest. For example: Ol donOt want the
person to receive the money until they are 25 yeals.O Is this permissible?t
depends. When it comes to the inheritance (whtlh named for a person), then
conditions cannot be put on this because it is a right tidith has given to them and

must be distributed to them.A person can name a beido anyone, so in this case,

the person can put conditions on the bequest.

1. Debts are considered before the will
2. The maximum amount

The maximum bequest is 173 In the book ofm!m A%mad Sahl ibn Abivaqd - was

sick and asked the Prophega(lal’'hu Oalayhi wa saja@Oh Prophet @llth, | have

only one daughter and she will inherit me. Should | give tiiods of my money?0

The Prophet $llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lsaid, ONo.O He said, OShould | givhai®®

The Prophet $llall"hu Oayhi wa sallansaid, ONo.O He said, OShould | give one third?0
The Prophet$llall"hu Qalayhi wa sa)laaid, OYes, and one third is a lot.O

Even though it is permissible to give the full otf@rd, it is makr%because the Prophet
(Sllall"hu Oalaiywa sallajnsaid that this is a lot. If you leave the whole thing for your
family, then this is fine as well. You can use it to give a continuous charity such as
sponsoring an orphan or building a well. If your family needs the money, then they
would have more right to this.

What if someone names more than etierd as a bequest? What do we do in this case?

If a person has $200,000 in their bank account and names $50,000 to a person. While
they were alive, this is ongquarter, which fulfills the me-third. If by the time the

person dies he only has $100,000 in his bank account, then you reduce the amount give
to the person to onghird. If he named it to more than one person, then reduce all of
them proportionally so that the total is not more #n onethird.

When calculating the on¢hird, add up the total worth of the property and items of
monetary value.

What if someone names an item as a bequest? The person is allowed to do this.
However, the worth of this item should not be more thanesthird of the estate of the
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person if it is a bequest. If it was more than ethed, then the person who takes the
item would have to give the difference back to the inheritors for distribution according
to the inheritance chart.

3. Bequests to inheritors

4. Bequests to noiMuslims
Can someone give a bequest to aihmnslim? Yes.

5. Bequests to minors

Can a minor be given a bequest? There is an extra condition of naming a guardian.
This guardian would take care of the spending until the child grows uphelfguardian

was poor, then he could receive a reasonable amount of money to take care of
expenses. Islamically, we test them to see if they are old enough and mature enough.

6. If there are no surviving relatives

What if someone has no surviving relativesan they name the entire money as a
bequest? No, but they can name up to dhied. The remaining twethirds goes to
bayt atmal if there is an Islamic government. If there is no baytrall (i.e. Muslims
living in a nonMuslim country), then in the W the person should name a minimum of
two Islamic organizations you trust to leave the money to. A minimum of two are
named because one may not exist or have legal troubles by the person dies.

7. Distributing bequest / estate when the person is alive.

The scholars mentioned that this is something that is not recommended. However,
they mentioned that if there is a fear that there may be a clash after the person dies,
then to minimize the harm the person can distribute the money while still alive. There
would have to be a remaining amount for the person to live on until he dies and this
would then be distributed when he dies.

» Rules Regarding the Witneséthe Will

1. Number of witnesses

In S%ralAlBagaralv. 282: OHave two witnesses from among your rifethere are not

two men, then a man and two women, whoever you would be pleased from among the
witnesses.O0  Find witnesses who are just and people whom you trust from the
community.

This verse is not specifically talking about inheritance and willst the scholars used
analogy and said that two witnesses. Legally, most states require two witnesses with
the following conditions: they should not be inheriting and they cannot be spouses of
inheritors. If you name a bequest to someone in your will,nthtee spouse of that
person cannot be a witness. Islamically, the withnesses can be anyone as long as they
meet the condition of being trustworthy. It is best to find someone familiar with
inheritance law or leaders from the community.
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Why two women? Hiorically and even today, men deal more with money issues.

2. Oral will vs. written will

Islamically, it is permissible for someone to give an oral will although it is highly
recommended to have a written will because of the ayah 283%ral\-Bagarah OIf

you have a debt until a named time, then write it down.O The inheritance is like a debt
to family members.In the final moments of a person, they may name something.

Because of corruption that may happen, it is legally required to write down tHe
US law, the will must be written down and cannot be oral.

3. Does the witness have to know the content?

Legally, the witnesses do not have to know the content of the will as long as they are
witnesses on the signatureThe two witnesses sign eachgeof the will in addition to

you, and they are just witnesses that this is the legal document.

Islamically, the person has to know what he is being a witness on.

4. Ruling on witnessing injustice

Islamically, the person has to know what he is being anests on. The person cannot

be a witness on something against the lawAdith . &ad#thn Abu D!'w&d 3452: Al

NuOrm (ra’ yAll"'hu Oanhumamed a garden to one of his children, and told the Prophet
(®llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)ldinis and asked him to be aitmess. The Prophetillall"hu

Oalayhi wa saljasaid, ODid you name a garden to each of your children?0 He said, ONo.O
The Prophetllall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, Ol cannot be a witness on injustice.O

Islamically, part of being a witness is thid there is any dispute after the death of the
person, then they would mention what the person would say.
= Steps for Preparing a Will

1. Method of writing
It is recommended to be typed and not handwritten.

2. No crossing out
This may lead to corruption. #&dr a person dies, someone may scratch out certain
parts and write initials, so it is not allowed. If any change is made, then the entire
page must be printed again.

3. Write several drafts

4. Use simple language
Do not use language that may have more thae omeaning.

5. Leave no spaces
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6. Make original copies
A notary public should stamp the will as original. It is dated so that if there is any
later version, the older versions are void.

7. Make spare copies
Leave a copy of the will with someone you trust.

8. Nameexecutors
By law, you need to name two executors. They are the people who will take the
contents of your will and try to execute itNormally, only one person executes the
will, but you name two people in case one of them is not available. The minimum i
to name two, but more can be named. You are allowed to choose a family member
to execute the will. If you do not name an executor, the state will name an executor
for your who may not be from your family members, and you will have to pay fees.

Chapterl7 | Distribution of the Inheritance

= The Verses of Inheritance

OAlllh instructs you concerning your children: for the male, what is equal to the share
of two females. But if there are [only] daughters, two or more, for them is two thirds of
oneOs emte. And if there is only one, for her is half. And for oneOs parents, to each one
of them is a sixth of his estate if he left children. But if he had no children and the
parents [alone] inherit from him, then for his mother is one third. And if he had
brothers [or sisters], for his mother is a sixth, after any bequest he [may have] made or
debt. Your parents or your children Byou know not which of them are nearest to you in
benefit. [These shares are] an obligation [imposed] by Allah. Indeed, Allah is ever
Knowing and Wise.Ql{Nisa’ 4:11)

OAnNd for you is half of what your wives leave if they have no child. But if they have a
child, for you is one fourth of what they leave, after any bequest they [may have] made
or debt. And for the wives is one folrtif you leave no child. But if you leave a child,
then for them is an eighth of what you leave, after any bequest you [may have] made or
debt. And if a man or woman leaves neither ascendants nor descendants but has a
brother or a sister, then for each ore them is a sixth. But if they are more than two,
they share a third, after any bequest which was made or debt, as long as there is no
detriment [caused]. [This is] an ordinance from All'h, and All'h is Knowing and
Forbearing.OA(-Nis!@:12)

OTheyrequest from you a [legal] ruling. Say, ‘Allah gives you a ruling concerning one

having neither descendants nor ascendants [as heirs].O If a man dies, leaving no child
but [only] a sister, she will have half of what he left. And he inherits from her & sh
[dies and] has no child. But if there are two sisters [or more], they will have two-thirds

of what he left. If there are both brothers and sisters, the male will have the share of
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two females. Allah makes clear to you [His law], lest you go astray. And Allah is
Knowing of all things.Q\[-Nis!@:176)

These three verses and onkad#thhave every possible relationship Islamically.
Everything in the verses imshi@ll"h mentioned in the Inheritance Table.

= Division of the Inheritance

1. Those who hava prescribed share N
Prescribed share means thatllh named a specific number to thenin S%ralAl-Nis"O

v. 12Allth said, OBnd for the wives is one fourth if you leave no child. But if you leave
a child, then for themis an eighth of what you lea¥O

Cowives share the fixed amount. In other words, if someone has four wives and no
children, then all of them share the orfurth.

In the QuOran, only six fractions are mentioned: -eight, onefourth, one-half, one
sixth, onethird, two-thirds

2. Those who have a residual share

There are people from the family who are not natha specific amount in the QurQ!

For example, someoneOs only surviving relatives may be the wife and a few sons and
daughters. The wife would be given eeghth. The residal amount is severighths,

and this is the amount distributed amongst the children.

3. When there are no residual inheritors

Example: The mother is given oiieird and the wife is given ondéourth and there are
no other relatives. The rest of the mon&ygiven back to them in the same proportion.

4. Far relatives

If all of the family members named in tr@urO!ror follow the rule in the! ad#thare all
dead and there are only far relatives, then they receive from the inheritance.

5. When there are no relaties

The money will go to bayt ahal, or in a norMuslim country, the money would go to a
named Islamic organizatioim the will.

= Calculation of the Inheritance
1. Assessment of the relatives: To decide who inherits and who doesnOt

See who is alive andhw is not. One way is to take the chart and ask the person who of
his family members are still alive.
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2. Assessment of the inheritors: To decide who inherits and who is blocked
From those who are alive, assess the inheritors.

B on the chart means bked.

The Prophet!@llall"'nu Oalayhi wa sallajrsaid, OGive the prescribed shares to those who
deserve it. Whatever remains of it, give it to the closest male relative.O

3. To order those who inherit: Prescribed share, residual share, far relatives
4. To calculate the share of each person

Prescribed shares: 1/84, 1/2- 1/6, 1/3 2/3
Share reduction: If the total was more than one, the shares are reduced proportionally

A descending heir is a son or daughter and sonOs son and sonOs daughter smu®»nOs
son,sonOs sonOs daughetr, The children of his daughter are not descending heirs.
The children of tle daughter of his son are ndescending hes. All but the children of
daughters are descending heirs.

T =taOseéemainder)
OAasibsomene who shares with them
Multiple = 2 or more

Examples:

1) Man died, he left behind $320,000 (total worth of estate).
He left behind: 1 wife, 1 son, 2 daughters
Wife: 1/8= $40,000
Remainder = TotddSum of Prescribed
Remainder = D1/8 = 7/8

Total #of shares: 1 son (2 shares) + 2 daughters (1 share each) = 4 shares
Each share = Remainder / Total # of shares

Eachshare=7/804 = 7/8/. = 7/32

Each daughter: 7/32 = $70,000

Son: 14/32 = $140,000

@mar gave thdatw': if there is only the fdier and the mother and either spouse is
alive, then they inherit according to the following: The spouse receives what is on the
chart. Whatever remains, the father receives 2/3 and the mother receives 1/3.

2) Woman died, she left behind $600,000
She left rhind: 1 husband, 1 father, 1 mother
Husband: 1/2 $300,000



Qabeelat Hosna The Last BreathFigh of Death and Inheritanc{ 98
March 2011 Shaykh Waleed Abdulhakeer

3)

4)

5)

6)

Remainder = B( = (
Mother: 1/3/(=1/6 = $100,000
Father: 2/1/6 =1/3 = $200,000

Man died, he left behin$320,000

He left behind: 1 wife, 1 father, 1 mother
Wife: . =$80,000

Remainder=1B. =0

Mother: 1/3/0=. =$80,000

Father: 2/.=( =$160,000

Man died, he left $96,000

He left behind 2 wives, 1 father, 3 sons, 4 daughters
2 wives: 1/8 $12,000

1 wife: 1/8 O 2 = 1/16$6,000

Father: 1/6= $16,000

Remainde= 1D1/8 B1/6 = 48/486/48D8/48 = 34/48
Total # of shares = 3 sons / 2 + 4 daughters / 1 = 10 shares
Each share = 34/48 O 10 = 34/480

Each daughter = 34/480 = $6,800

Each son = 2/ 34/480 = 68/480 = $13,600

Man died, he left $1,000,000
He let behind: 2 full brothers, 3 full sisterd—full-unele—paternal(blocked) 2
daughters, 1 grandmother materna,wives

Those who get remainder: 2 full brothers, 3 full sisters

2 daughters = 2/3
Each daughter = 2/3 O 2 = H3%,000,000

Grandmotler maternal = 1/6= $2,000,000

3 wives = 1/8
Each wife = 1/8 O 3 = 1/24$500,000

Remainder:$12,000,00D($4,000,000 / 2)$2,000,000($500,000 / 3) = $500,000
2 full brothers and 3 full sisters

Total number of shares = 2 brothers /2 + 8sis/ 1 = 7

Each sister = $500,000/7 = $715128.

Each brother = $142,857.14

Man died, he left $70,000
He left behind: 1 wife, 1 mother
1 wife =.
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1 mother = 1/3

Remainder = b. -1/3 =5/12

Give the remainder back to the wife and mother in the samepprtion. How do
you do this?

Total = I5/12 = 7/12

Wife: ./ reciprocal of total received = . x 12/7 = 12/28 3/7 = $30,000
Mother = 1/3 / 12/7 = 12/2% 4/7 = $40,000

If there are no remainder relatives, then calculate the total of the ssa(X) and
multiply each personOs share by the reciprocal of X.

How to solve an inheritance question:
1. Figure out the prescribed inheritors and give each of them their prescribed
share.
2. Calculate the remainder.
3. Calculate the share of those who are shariihg remainder.

Chapter 18| Special Cases in Inheritance

= Mass Catastrophes

Mass Catastrophes: Those who died together drowning, in an earthquake, fire, etc. where
more than one relative of those who inherit die at the same time.

The problem is when are than one person dies at the same time. What do we do in this
case?

There are three possible situations:

1. If we know who died first
There are two separate inheritance cases. If a man dies 15 minutes before his wife,
then we distribute his inhigaince firstand add the wifeOs share to her esaaig then
we distribute her inheritance.

Typical family: wife ($120,000), husband ($100,000), 1 son, 1 daughter
Car accident happened, husband and wife die.

If the man died first:
Case 1: Man dieche has $100,000 and has 1 wife, 1 son, 1 daughter
Wife: 1/8 = $12,500

Case 2: Woman died, she left $120,000 + $12,500 = $132,500.
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Son:
Daughter:

2. If we do not know the sequence of death
Solve the inheritance problem twice, but in both cases,thes person does not exist
at all.

Typical family: wife ($120,000), husband ($100,000), 1 son, 1 daughter
Car accident happened, husband and wife die.

If we don®t know who died first:

Case IBMan died, $100,000, son and daughter
Case DWoman died $120,000, son and daughter

3. If there is a dispute
If there is a dispute, then the case goes to a Muslim judge, and he tries to determine
based on the evidence who died first. If he can determine the order, then we treat
is as scenario 1. If he cannadtdrmine, then the people take an oath. If they both
take an oath and it is still determined, then it is determined as scenario 2 (we do not
know the sequence of death).

*= Pregnancyand the Newborn

The Newborn: A child who was delivered and alive at birth
Giving inheritance before the child is born:

Two case®

1. All inheritors agree to wait

2. If they donOt agree to wait

- Those who their share wonOt change
If a man died and she already had children, then her share is 1/8, and it will not
change, so she ©de given the money.

- Those who their share may be blocked

- Those who their share may decrease
Give them the minimum amount.

- If we know the number of embryos
Even if you know this, you do not know if they will be born alive or not, so wait.

If the child wa delivered dead, then he does not inherit.
In theSunan AlKubra, the Prophet! @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sallajrsaid, OIf the newborn

screams, then he inherits.O Scholars said that this means if the newborn was born alive,
then he inherits.
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= The Lost Perss Inheritance Distribution
Lost person: Someone who disappeared and there is no news about him

There are two types of lost people:
1. Lostin Safety
For example, if there is an international student who came to study and his
family doesnOt here from hinorf a few years, this person is lost in safety
because we donOt know that anything happened to him.

2. Lostin Danger
If there was a ship that sunk and some were saved and others were not and they
cannot find someone, then this person is lost in danger.

Howlong should we wait?

Somefugah”"@entioned time limits. The Miki madhhab wait until the 9¢ birthday

of the person. In this case, we present all of the possible circumstances to a Muslim
judge, and he makes a decision and sets a time limit basekisoknowledge of the
problem.

How to distribute his share (if someone else dies)?

» Transsexuals and Inheritance

TranssexualsA person who was born with a combination of male and female organs.
Inheritance: How do we determine if we should countiémnas a male or female?

One opinion is that they are counted as 1 ! shares. The majority of scholars say that we
try to determine which gender they are closer to. A rule of thumb: see which part they
urinate from.

= Far Relatives

OBut those of [btm] relationship are more entitled [to inheritance] in the decree of
Alllh .0 AFANf'8:75)

If every person on the inheritance chart is dead, then we start to look at the far
relatives. This is a very rare case. Some scholars said that they wouldnhetit
because they are not named anywhere, but the majority said that they do inherit
because of the ayah ®%raAFANf'.

Chapter 19| Questioning of the Grave

S%raA-MuOmin%n100: OAnd behind them there isaaizakhuntil the Day when they
are resurrected.O
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The Prophet$llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid, OThe grave is either a garden from the
gardens of Paradise or a hole from the place of Hellfire.O

» Introduction to the Questioning of the Grave

The Prophet (peace be upon him) prayed archild then said, OO All'h protect him
from the torture of the grave and from the tributeons of the grave.OMuwa!!a©f
ImIm M!lik)

OThe righteous person would be in his grave, not feeling any horror aoid n
overwhelmed.O And he said h®@bad peson would be in his grave terrifiednd feeling
horror.O AFJIMiI@731)

Ibn *ibb!'n 3117: Two angels Munkar and Nakir, both black and blue, will come to the
person in the grave and ask him the questions. If the person was a believer, he will say,
Ol lear witnessEO If the person was a hypocrite, then he will say, Ol heard people say
such and suchEQ For the disbeliever, he will say, OHuh? | donOt know.O

* The Warnings about the Torture of the Grave

The Prophet $llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)lararned s in manyal ad#ttabout the torture of
the grave.

OWe would torture them twice, and then they would be returned to a great
punishment.OAFTawbal®:101)

Ibn +Abb!explained and said that it was the torture when the soul comes out and then
the torture of the grave.

In the Old and New Testament: Two women of the Jews in Madinah ca®i®isia

and told her that the people are tortured in the graves. She denied what they were
saying and then went to the Prophe$a(lall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)land told him what
happened. Hed#llall'hu Qalayhi wa sa)laaid, OThey spoke the truth.O She said that
later she noticed that the Prophet#llall'nu Oalayhi wa sa)lamould not pray$al'h
except that he would ask for protection from the punishment of thegra

Olt was revealed to me that you would be tested in your graves a test that is close to the
tribulation of the Dajj!l (anti-Christ).OAl-Bukhari 182)

In akTirmidhi: OUthnan said, OThe grave is the first stage of the afterlife, and if the
persa is saved from that, then whatever comes after is easier, and if he is not saved
from that, then what comes after is much worse.O

» The Wisdom Behind Hiding the Torture

If we could hear the torture of the grave, then people would be afraid to bury people.
Also, people would be talking about each other. Life would stop completely because
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people would hear sounds everywhere. It would also be difficult if the family members
could hear the torture of a loved one.

OAIl creatures are going to hear the toréuof the people of the grave except the
humans and the jinn.” (Abt Dawtd 2313)

“If you did not bury each other, I would’ve asked Allah to make you hear the torture of
the grave.O (Muslim 2868)

= Causes of the Torture of the Grave

1. The reason most peoplwould get the torture
The Prophet $llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lgmassed by a graveyard and said, OThey are
being tortured, but it is not something big. One of them used to walk between people
backbiting others. The other person did not cover or takeetl from his urine.(This
means that he would not clean himself properly, or it would come back on his body as
he was doing if.

- Not taking cover from urination

- The backbiter

2. Rejecting theQurO!rand sleeping frongal'h

When the Prophet$llall'hu Oalhi wa sallajnwas ascending to the heavens, he saw a
man that was hit by a rock, so he ask&dr"labout this person.Jibr'lmentioned this
person received the QunDbut then rejected its messagend the person who sleeps
from doing the establishe@al'h, meaning sleeping duringal'h time and not doing it

3. Dragging clothes out of arrogance .
The Prophet $allall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlaaid, OMay Al curse the person who drags
his clothes out of arrogance.O

4. Breaking fast in Ramadan with no reason

This was mentioned in the ad#thwhen the Prophet $llall'hu Qalayhi wa sa)lavas
ascending to the heavens. H®&l{all'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaw a man who was hung
from his neck and was dripping blood. When he asBi&d'labout this,Jibr"lsaid that
this was the person who used to break his fast in Ramadan without a reason.

5. Dealing with interest

The Prophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lamw a person who was swimming in a river
made of blood. He was going around in circles, and every time he passechdy who
was sitting on the shoreline, the man would put a rock in the mouth of the one who was
swimming. He%llall'hu Oalayhi wa sa)laskedlibr'lwho this person wasJibr'lsaid

that this person was the one who was dealing with interest.

6. Adultery
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The Prophet $llall*hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaw an oven with people in it being burned
with a fire. He askedibr"l about these people, andibr’l said that these were the
adulterers and adulteresses, and they were being burned and tortured like thait u
the Day of Judgment.

7. Ordering people to do good but not doing it

The Prophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)lafso savpeople whose lips were being burned.
He askedibr'lwho they were, and he replied that they were people who were speakers
who usedo order others to do good, but they themselves did not do what they ordered
people to do.

8. Lying and spreading rumors

The Prophet $allall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaw a group of people whose jaws were being
broken out of their head repeatedly, and he asklor"lwho they were. Jibr"lsaid that
they werethe people who were lying and spreading rumors among the community.

9. Hypocrisy A
The Prophet &llall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlanentioned the land would collapse on the
person who practiced hypocrisy until hisnibs were joined / scrambled together.

10. Torturing animals

11. Stealing from public money

The Prophet @llall"hu Oalayhi wa sa)laaid that person was tortured because he stole
from the loot of the battle (i.e. stealing from the public money of the Muslims).
sub "nAll"'h, when they went to see what he had taken, it was only a small piece of
armor from the battle.

12.Dying with a debt

Many of us fall into this without knowing. The Prophefallall'hu Oalayhi wa sajlam
mentioned that person who dies with a deWill be tied to their debt untilit is repaid
on their behalf.

13. Stealing & Hajj A
The Prophet $allall"hu Oalayhi wa sajlamentioned that the person who stole from the
I'ujj"j would be dragged on his neck back and forth.

14.Other causes by Ibn Aayyim (Tke Book of the Soul)
- Praying without ablution
- Not assisting the oppressed
- Not payingzak"h
- Stealing from the money of the orphans

Also, those who did any major sin in general. When the Prop&aia("hu Oalayhi wa
sallanmy passed by the grave and saigttwo people are not being tortured in something
big. The scholars who commented on thid#ththat if the Prophet gallall"hu Oalayhi
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wa sallamnsaid that these people were being tortured in the grave for doing something
that was not big, then it folls that if they had done the bigger sins (major sins), then
this would be a cause for them to be tortured in the grave. AndhAfub "nahu wa
taO"lpknows best.

»= Being Saved from the Torture of the Grave

1. Good deeds will protect the person
The Prophet$llall’hu Qalayhi wa sa)laaid that the good deeds would protect him
from the front and back and left and right.
Dying on a Friday
Protecting the Muslims
Dying in a battle
RecitingS%raAl-Mulkevery night
In AkMuwg(@Qan acceptable narration.S¥h AFMulk argues on behalf of the
person.
6. Seeking refuge iAlllh from it
AskAlllh to protect you from the punishment of the grave

akrwp

» Blessings of the Grave

OHe would be shown his house in hellfire, and it would be said to him Othis was for you,
but All'h has protected you from it, and He has replaced it with a house in paradise. So
he would be shown his house, and he would say, ‘Leave me so I could go to my family

and give them the glad tidings!O So they would say to him, OStop.OO (Ab! D"w!d 4751)

Orhey would tell him sleep. He would say OLet me go to my family to tell them!O They
would say OSleep like a groom that no one would wake up except the most beloved to
him from his familyO until Alllh makes him rise from his sleep.€r{#hidhi 1071)

» Meeting of the Souls of the Living and the Dead

OThey would bring (his soul) to the souls of the believers, and they are as happy to see
him as when a traveling person of you comes back. So they (the dead souls) would ask
him, OWhat did so and so person@dhe angels would then say to them, OLeave him, as
he came from the hardships of life. &Nas!01833)

There are several narrations that the souls of the believers can meet the souls of the
dead. They can also meet the person who is alive only wsleleping. When you are
sleeping, you can see someone in the dream.

Can someone meet the soul of a dead person while awake? No.
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Books Mentioned in Class:
Ar-Ruh (The Soul) by Ibn-8ayyim
Funeral Rites by Shaykh Bilal Philips

Al-Jibaly: 4 books (lreritance and wills, sickness and death, the Day of Judgment,
funerals)

Dr. Ali Salabi writes Islamic history books

Understandquran.com with a list of words that are often repeated in QerO!n
Lgtoronto.com - helps you learn Arabic at home
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